
   

642 Welham Road, Barrie, Ontario  L4N 9A1 

telephone: (705) 721-8451 • fax: (705) 721-8926 • info@azimuthenvironmental.com • www.azimuthenvironmental.com 

 

November 7, 2025 AEC 23-095 

 

Angelo Carnevale 

537086 Main Street 

Melancthon, Ontario L9V 1X7 

 

Re: Vegetation Protection and Restoration Plan Addendum & Response #1 to Peer Review 

Comments– 537086 Main Street, Horning’s Mills, Township of Melancthon  

(Project No. 300056814.0000) 

 

Angelo Carnevale: 

 

Azimuth Environmental Consulting, Inc. (Azimuth) has reviewed peer review comments prepared by 

R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited (“Burnside”) on behalf of the Township of Melancthon (the 

“Township”) with regard for a Vegetation Protection and Restoration Plan (VPRP) prepared by 

Azimuth for a proposed residential development at 537086 Main Street (Horning’s Mills), dated April 

29, 2024. 

 

The purpose of this letter is to provide a detailed VPRP Addendum & Response #1 to consolidated 

peer review comments, based on a revised development planning materials (e.g. Draft Plan of 

Subdivision, Grading Plan) prepared by the project team in October 2025. Peer review 

comment/responses are also detailed in an accompanying comment matrix submitted in parallel with 

this VPRP Addendum, under a separate cover. Azimuth also prepared a separate Scoped 

Environmental Impact Study (EIS) related to the proposed development concept, dated April 16, 

2024. Consolidated peer review comment responses related to the Scoped EIS have similarly been 

prepared with regard for revised development planning materials, submitted under a separate cover.  

 

VPRP Addendum Responses 

R.J. Burnside & Associates EIS Comments 

Burnside Comment #2: 

The adjacent residential property at the south west corner of the subject property is surrounding by a 

coniferous hedgerow. Grading is planned to the property line and could affect boundary trees. Please 

clarify how these trees will be protected. 
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Azimuth Response to Burnside Comment #2: 

The proposed edge of grading and associated tree protection fencing have been revised in the 

southwest property adjacent the hedgerow to permit an additional 1.5m of setback to the property 

line on the north edge of the property in this location, where the grading is closest to the trees. This 

is reflected in the updated Figure 2A of the Vegetation Protection and Preservation Plan (attached). 

The maximum tree size in this hedgerow is 25cm DBH, as noted in Table 2, Figure 2, and these trees 

were noted to be located on adjacent lands (i.e. south of the property boundary), albeit very close to 

the property boundary. Therefore, given the maximum tree size, ensuring a minimum of 1.5m along 

this line preserves a minimum of 75% of any single Tree Protection Zone of a tree in this hedgerow, 

preventing harm to these trees in a post-construction scenario. This revised grading and tree 

protection fencing is consistent with the standards of Section 4.0 of the Vegetation Protection and 

Preservation Plan. 

 

R.J. Burnside & Associates VPRP Comments 

Burnside VPRP Comment #1: 

The location of tree protection fencing appears as though it may interfere with construction of the 

drainage swale along the northern property boundary. The tree protection fencing should be 

inspected by an arborist to ensure that it is installed correctly. The constructability of the drainage 

swale should be reviewed to ensure there is no conflict between tree protection and swale 

construction. 

 

Azimuth Response to Burnside VPRP Comment #1: 

The alignment of the tree protection fencing, limit of grading and swale positioning along the north 

property boundary have been revised to avoid conflicts between grading, tree protection and swale 

construction. See updated Figure 2A of the Vegetation Protection and Preservation Plan. 

 

Burnside VPRP Comment #2: 

The adjacent residential property at the southwest corner of the subject property is surrounded by a 

coniferous hedgerow. Grading is planned to the property line and could affect boundary trees. Please 

ensure that an adequate root protection zone will be respected. 

 

Azimuth Response to Burnside VPRP Comment #2: 

Refer to Azimuth response to Burnside EIS Comment #2 above. 
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Burnside VPRP Comment #3: 

The number of trees proposed for removal is unclear as large numbers of trees were “grouped” rather 

than being counted individually. A total of 72 new trees are proposed to be installed. It appears as 

though more trees will be removed than replaced. We recommend planting at least 15 more trees to 

more closely achieve a 1:1 tree replacement ratio. 

 

Azimuth Response to Burnside VPRP Comment #3: 

In addition to the original 72 compensation trees, 15 additional trees have been included within the 

compensation planting area to address the above comment. 

 

It should also be noted that, in addition to the above, another 45 trees have been added to the 

compensation as discussed within Azimuth’s response to Burnside VPRP Comment #4 (below). Refer 

to updated Figure 3 of the Vegetation Protection and Preservation Plan. The adjusted total number of 

trees required for compensation has been updated to 132 to accommodate these revisions. 

 

Burnside VPRP Comment #4: 

The limit of grading appears to extend beyond the property limits south of the SWM pond. If this is 

correct, please include in the report the trees on the adjacent property which will be removed to 

accommodate this grading. 

 

Azimuth Response to Burnside VPRP Comment #4: 

The limit of grading is correctly depicted as extending beyond the property limits south of the SWM 

pond.  A supplementary site visit was completed on November 3, 2025 (D. d’Entremont) to collect 

information relating to these additional tree groupings (Tree Groupings #8 and #9), focused on trees 

within 6m of the limit of grading and trees with potential to be impacted by grading. Figure 2 of the 

Vegetation Protection and Preservation Plan has been divided into Figures 2A and 2B, which have 

been updated with information relating to Tree Groupings #8 and #9, including characterization of 

the extent of associated removals.  

 

Based on the footprint of proposed grading south of the property boundary, thirty (30) trees 

associated with Tree Grouping #8 and fourteen (14) trees associated with Tree Grouping #9 are 

expected to require removal. Further, based on the proposed outflow on the SWM pond to the east 

towards Main Street, Azimuth also notes that Tree #209 will require removal. Based on a 1:1 tree 

replacement ratio noted in Burnside VPRP Comment #3, 45 trees have been added to the proposed 

planting plan to accommodate removals associated with Tree Groupings #8, #9, and Tree #209. 

Combined with the original 72 compensation trees + 15 additional trees required by Burnside VPRP 

Comment #3, a total of 132 compensation trees are now included in the updated Figure 3. 



 

AZIMUTH ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING, INC.  4 

 

Burnside VPRP Comment #5: 

The tree protection fencing appears to cross through the wetland in the northeastern corner of the 

site. No work should occur within the wetland. Please move the tree protection fencing outside of 

the wetland and its buffer. 

 

Azimuth Response to Burnside VPRP Comment #5: 

Figure 2 (Vegetation Protection Plan) has been corrected to ensure Tree Protection Fencing does not 

cross through the retained wetland feature and its buffer in the northeast portion of the property. 

 

Closure 

We trust that the above sufficiently addresses outstanding questions and concerns outlined in 

consolidated peer review comments based on Azimuth’s initial VPRP submission (April 2024). If you 

have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

 

Yours truly, 

AZIMUTH ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTING, INC. 

 
David d’Entremont, H.B.Sc. 

ISA Certified Arborist ON-3073A 

 
Attached: 

Figure 2A – Vegetation Protection Plan (Updated) 

Figure 2B – Tree Grouping Assessment Details (Updated) 

Figure 3 – Vegetation Restoration Plan (Updated) 
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VEGETATION RESTORATION PLAN

TREE PLANTING NOTES
Planting Areas and Site Preparation
Trees should be planted within the general vicinity (where possible) of the areas shown within the plan (specific locations meant to be a guide to technical
installation professionals only). Trees should be planted with a spacing of minimum 2.5 metres on centre. Plantings should be planted away from existing
mature trees where feasible.

Planting Process

Trees should be planted from early October until before freeze up; or in the spring after frost is out of the soil and new foliage is partially unfurled.

Planting holes should be dug twice as wide and to the depth of the root ball. Holes should be dug immediately prior to planting to avoid drying out of the
backfill soil. The sides of the hole should be roughened to allow root penetration and water flow.

One tree is in place, backfill the hole two-thirds of the way with gently tamped soil. Fill remaining space with water to settle in the soil around the root ball.
Once the water is drained, the remaining space should be backfilled to existing ground level.

Source Material

The stock should consist of the native species included in the species list. The landowners should be free to plant additional trees/shrubs on the property if
they are native species and suitable for site conditions. The material must be purchased from a local nursery within the applicable Ontario Seed Zone (32 and
33). Field dug material is not acceptable.

Protective Measures

Immediately following the planting of trees, place mulch around the base of the trees but not allowing mulch to touch the bark.  The mulch should not exceed a
height of 4 inches above the base of the tree.

Monitoring and Maintenance

Planted trees should be watered during dry periods within the first growing season and inspected by a Certified Arborist over the course of two years:

1. Approximately one month after installations;

2. After leaf out following the first winter, and;

3. A full two years after installations.

During the course of the inspections, the success of the plantings and degree of damage/mortality should be recorded in the form of brief inspection reports.
A success rate of 80% of the original planting amount is the recommended survival target. Trees should be replaced if the success rate fall below 80%.
Inspection reports should be kept on file by the landowner and made available to the Niagara Escarpment Commission upon request.

NATIVE SEED MIX NOTES

Site Preparation

The areas immediately surrounding the trees should be mulched. All areas within the planting zone and outside of the mulched areas should be planted with
native seed mixture.

Loosen the soil to 2.5cm (1”) depth with a stiff rake, cultivator or hoe. Broadcast seed evenly. Smaller seed can be mixed with dry sand to improve distribution
when sowing. Cut the site height of 20cm (8”) twice during the first growing season and possibly once more early in the second season to help keep
aggressive weeds from taking over while the native plants work through their establishment period. Sow at 500g/180m2 or 25kg/Ha.

Simcoe County Native Seed Mixture
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