CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MELANCTHON
The Township of Melancthon Environmental Sustainability Committee held a meeting on
March 12, 2021 at 10:30 a.m. electronically through ZOOM. The following members

were present: Chair; Margaret Mercer, Wayne Hannon and Darren White. Also
present were: Donna Funston, Environmental Sustainability Committee Secretary.

1. Chair Mercer called the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m

2. Additions/Deletions/Approval of Agenda

Motion - Moved by Hannon, Seconded by White, that the Agenda be approved as
circulated. Carried.

3. Declaration of Pecuniary Interest or Conflict of Interest

None.

4, Approval of Draft Minutes - February 12, 2021

Motion - Moved by Hannon, Seconded by White, the minutes of the Environmental
Sustainability Committee held on February 12, 2021 be approved as circulated.
Carried.

5. Business Arising from the Minutes

None.

6. General Business
1. Other/Addition(s)

Discussion around a Melancthon Environmental Day or Sustainability Day in the
Township. This could be an event held in June at the Horning's Mills Hall and be a way
to communicate with the community about invasive species, plants etc and some
possible solutions. Conservation Authorities could have stations set up in the Hall with
pamphlets and information for the community.

7. Delegations

1. 10:40 a.m.- NVCA Staff — Fred Dobbs, Byron Wesson, Dave Featherstone
and Rick Grillmayer regarding Invasive Species Issues and Solutions

Chair Mercer welcomes the NVCA staff and thanks them for attending the meeting.



We heard from Dave Featherstone first about Invasive Species like Wild Parsnip, Giant
Hogg Weed, Phragmites, Dog Strangling Vine etc. This presentation is attached to these
minutes.

Next we heard from Rick Grillmayer about Invasive Pest Forestry like the Emeraid Ash
Borer, Gypsy Moth, Butternut Canker Disease, Hemlock Woolly Adelgid and Oak Wilt.
This presentation is also attached to these minutes.

Then we heard from Fred Dobbs about Aquatic Species. He mentions waters around
Melancthon are Noisy River, Pine River and Boyne River. Melancthon also has
Lavendar Falls which is a barrier keeping species from entering these Rivers. In
Horning's Mills the Pine River has cataracts to protect as natural barriers against
invasive species however, the Boyne River has no protection. Aquatic species are
mainly transported by boats. Mono Cliffs and Island Lake have been flooded with out
of area people and campers and boating has exploded since the pandemic. People can
still travel locally just not internationally. Invasive plants are spread on tires, boots,
pets feet and in tracks of other vehicles. Byron reports a 60% increase use in
Conservation Areas, the trails are now one third wider due to activity. Forestry is
trying to keep a list of where the Hemlock Woolly Adelgid is, if an invasive species is
caught early on we can win against them but if it's too late it becomes a total war.
When doing roadside ditching or drain cleanouts a clean vehicle protocol could be
considered. Vehicle tracks, equipment buckets and boots are ways that things spread
from area to area quickly.

Currently County Forestry sees red oak wilt as a big concern. Dufferin County is
heavily populated with red oak trees and plans are being made if red oak wilt is found
here. Red oak wilt is not an insect, you can't see the disease, it's tough.

Phragmites are a concern in Melancthon, on dry lands they can be managed a bit but
can be expensive to control. On wetlands can cut them below water level to drown,
can't herbicide on wetlands. Wind, water and animals are major reasons for spreading.

NVCA Staff leave the meeting at 11:20 a.m.

Discussion ensued about expanding this committee,

Next meeting in April will invite Caroline Mach, County Forestry Manager and possibly
the GRCA and in May deal with beaver issues.

Chair Mercer will bring a notice of motion regarding the Sustainability Day to the
Council Meeting on March 18, 2021. No motions or recommendations from this
meeting.

8. Confirmation of Meeting

Motion - Moved by Hannon, Seconded by White, that all actions of the Members and
Officers of the Environmental Sustainability Committee with respect to every matter



addressed and/or adopted by the Committee on the above date be hereby adopted,
ratified and confirmed; and each motion, resolution and other actions taken by the
Committee Members and Officers at the meeting held on the above date are hereby
adopted, ratified and confirmed.  Carried.

9. Adjournment and Date of Next Meeting

Motion - Moved by White, Seconded by Hannon, that we adjourn the Environmental
Sustainability Committee at 11:35 a.m. to meet again on Friday April 16, 2021 at 10:30
a.m. or at the call of the Chair. Carried.

CHAIR SECRETARY



Donna Funston

e

From: Dave Featherstone <dfeatherstone@nvca.on.ca>

Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 12:06 PM

To: Donna Funston; Margaret Mercer

Cc: Fred Dobbs; Rick Grillmayer; Byron Wesson; Ryan Post; Doug Hevenor
Subject: Invasive Species Presentation and Links

Attachments: MelancthonEnvSustComm_Mar202 1pdf.pdf

Thanks for the opportunity to speak with your committee this morning! My presentation is
attached. A few links for you:

https://www.nvca.on.ca/watershed-sciencefinvasive-species

https://www.risccnetwork.ora/ - the northeast US group that is looking at invasive species and
climate change

https://www.ontaricinvasiveplants.ca/ - Ontario Invasive Plant Council

https://canadainvasives.ca/ - Canadian Council on Invasive Species - May 2021 Forum

Please contact me if you have any questions. Have a great weekend!
David Featherstone | Senior Ecologist

Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
8195 8" Line, Utopia, ON LOM 1T0

T 705-424-1479, ext. 242 | F 705-424-2115
dfeatherstone@nvca.on.ca | nvca.on.ca

Important note: I am currently working remotely as the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation
Authority is taking preventative measures to limit the spread of COVID-19. You may experience
some delays or disruptions as we follow recommendations of public health experts.

Stay the Course
1. Wash hands
2. Social distance and use masks when distancing is not possible
3. Respect Others
4, Shop Local

This e-mail message, including any attachments, is for the sole use of the intended recipient(s)
and may contain confidential and privileged information. Any unauthorized review, use,
disclosure or distribution is prohibited. If you are not the intended recipient, please contact the
sender and destroy all copies of the original message.
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Invasive Species and the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority — A Brief Overview!

Melancthon Township, Environmental Sustainability Committee

David Featherstone, NVCA | dfeatherstone@nvca.on.ca | March 12, 2021



Presentation O'utline

« What is an invasive species?
« NVCA Involvement with Invasive Species
 NVCA's Dirty Dozen

* Melancthon Area Work
« Future Threats

« Off to Rick and Fred!




What Are Invasive Species???

Invasive species are non-native plant and animal species
that outcompete native species for resources and dominate
space. They may directly kill other species, introduce disease
or hybridize with native species. Non-native invasive species
typically prefer disturbed habitats, are aggressive, have high
reproductive rates, and lack natural predators. Invasive
species are spread with the assistance of humans and by
animals, wind and water.

Lad



NVCA Program
(at least Dave’s side of it!)

« Started in 2005 (or thereabouts)

« Informal and, initially, driven to some extent by
Ontario Federation of Anglers and Hunters summer
student program (now defunct)

« Key species: Phragmites, Garlic Mustard, Dog
Strangling Vine, Giant Hogweed, Wild Parsnip
(though we tried to track others, too)

» Became more formal over time...fact sheets
developed, invasive species strategy, larger
projects with various partners

« Assistance with best management practices
documents (Ontario Invasive Plant Council)

Unfortunately, funding cutbacks have reduced
capacity of many organizations to undertake work




NVCA Products

Invasive Species Fact Sheet - Giant Hogweed
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European Common Reed

Phragmites australis {sublsp, australis)

Invasive Grass Threatening Collingwood's Shorelinet
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Action Plan
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Watershed Manitaring Team
Nottawazaga Valley
Conservation Authority




Collingwood's ~Dirty Dozen™ Invasive Species
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NVCA’s list is similar but doesn’t include Himalayan Balsam, Common Carp
or Japanese Knotweed. Instead, it includes Norway Maple, Rusty Crayfish



GARLICMUSTARD MONITORING ALONG
THE BRUCE TRAIL IN THE
NOTTAWASAGA VALLEY WATERSHED

April 22, 2010
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Formal survey on Bruce Trail in 2009/2010. Partnership with Collingwood
Nature League 2011-2016 (approximate ©)



Phrag Fighters - Dufferin Cogt\{_b

@ Public group - 215 members

“This group was formed primarily to fight the onset of phragmite australis
in the Town of Mulmur but was expanded to include the towns that make
up Dufferin County, Ontario Canada. The goal is to keep Dufferin "phrag
free".

The County Townships are primarily farm and rural but we have two

substantial urban townships within. Orangeville & Shelburne, both of
which currently have phragmites.

Awareness is key.

Phrag has a strong grip on Southern Ontario but by catching it in early

stages of development we can stop it from spreading to the point where
it's out of control.

Although we are very focused on Dufferin County at the outset we
welcome anyone from anywhere to join, learn and raise awareness about
phragmites. It exists everywhere in the world except Antarctica (and we're
not discounting that in the future either!).” .



Emerging Threats and
Climate Change

George Johnston and Snow Valley Roads
November 2018

Miscanthus
“Silver Grass”

Kudzu...”the vine
that ate the south”



L Regional Invasive Species & Climate Change
%&ISCC Management Challenge

anagement
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Double Trouble
Understanding risks from invasive species + climate change

Summary

individicaily, invasive spacies and climale change are major threats to glabal ecosystemes. Together they create naw
challenges Tor effective management. Before we can design management sirategies to respond to this doubte Fotdie,
we need ip understand how these two sorms of ghobai change tnteract

Why is risk higher in the Northeast?
All regions are [ely io see Interactions between Invasive species and climate change (Figure 1). The Norheast Is
particuizriy vuinerabia for the following reasons:

= Northerly latitudes are warming more ihan southeny latiutes. lsading to mone rApid environmental changes.

« Substanilal urban and suburban development cause atmosphesc CO»confent io increase more rapkily in the
Northeast compared to mate rural areas, increasing the competiiveness of invasive plants.

= Trends lowards more extreme precipiiation are more pronounced In the Northeast tham any other reglon of the
U.S., increasing disturbante and slress to nalive ecosys!ems.

o Prevalent southeny Invastves afe shifting their ranges nosth, mating the Northeast a fubure invaston hotspot.

Figure 1. Major inferactions belween non-native invasive species and climate change.



Summary

Invasive Species

Are all around us and impacting our communities and
watersheds

More on their way; climate change won't help

Need to find effective ways to stop them from arriving in
first place (and the will to enforce)

Local Control

Know your enemy

Partnerships are key — no agency/organization can do it
all (even more true today ®)

Hit the small bits before they become overwhelming
Focus efforts to where benefits will be greatest
Celebrate the wins...no matter how small!!!






Donna Funston
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From: Rick Grillmayer <rgrillmayer@nvca.on.ca>
Sent: Friday, March 12, 2021 11:42 AM
To: Donna Funston; Margaret Mercer
Ce: Fred Dobbs; Dave Featherstone
Subject: FW: Thank you for attending Assessing the risk of oak wilt in Canada: climate suitability

and potential economic impacts

Hello Donna and Margaret,
The invasive Species Centre is a great resource and they have some informative webinars if you have the time.

Rick

From: Invasive Species Centre <customercare@gotowebinar.com>

Sent: Friday, February 26, 2021 12:02 PM

To: Rick Grillmayer <rgrillmayer@nvca.on.ca>

Subject: Thank you for attending Assessing the risk of oak wilt in Canada: climate suitability and potential economic
impacts

Invasive

f*w"

W=y Species
- e
Centre

We hope you enjoyed our webinar. If you were unable to attend, please visit
https://www.invasivespeciescentre.ca/learn/webinar-series/ to view a recording and recordings
of previous webinars in our series.

Please send your guestions, comments and feedback to: rschroeder@invasivespeciescentre.ca.

Please take the following survey:

Follow-Up Survey




Your certificate is available here:

You are receiving this email hecause you registared for this webimar, Your email address and persenal information will be used hy the Webinar
arganizar to communicate with you about this event and their ather services, To teview the organizer's privacy policy or stop receiving their
communications, please contact the organizer directly.

Step GoToWebinar emails | Report spam

This email is sant on behalf of the osganizer by GoToWehinar,
32021 logMeln, Inc.




Invasive Pests
Forestry




Emerald Ash Borer

Now widespread throughout most of Ontario




Emerald Ash Borer

Cannot be stopped, only try to mitigate the loss of the
ash




Gypsy Moth

Defoliator — big, ugly, in your face but never stays long




Gypsy Mot h
2020 infestation biggest on record — no one really
knows why

Gypsy moth
2020

Areas in Ontario where gypsy
moath caused defoliation

Light = 17,002 ha
Modarate to severe = 569,284 ha
(1)) avea of light defotiation

Area of moderate to severe
defolialion
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Gypsy Moth

2021 could be difficult for some, less
others

of an issue for

BRI

o
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mass survey rasuits
Defofialion lorecast 2021
@ Severe
Modetata
Gypsy moth damage 2020
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Area of light damage
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Gypsy Moth

Residential landowners can try to control, large scale
[andowners let the infestation collapse.

Gypsy moth
Moderate-to-severe defoliation in Ontario 1980 - 2018

Modersto-lo-savere defollation (ha)




Butternut Canker

Butternut is now an endangered species

n'm FIRLY 2 am o

Fﬁlme i CAKERD:




2 species we are watching for:
Hemlock woolly adelgid and oak wilt
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Oak Wilt Detection Survey Revision 2019-12-19
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Flgare 5. Map of Regulated US tountics as of 2019.



