
CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MELANCTHON 

BY-LAW NUMBER 11-2016 

A BY-LAW TO ADOPT A CODE OF CONDUCT FOR 
MEMBERS OF COUNCIL 

/\ WHEREAS the Municipal Act, S.O., 2001, Section 223.2(1) provides that municipalities 
are authorized to establish codes of conduct for members of the council of the 
municipality and of local boards of the municipality; 

(\ 

(\ 

AND WHEREAS Section 5 (3) of the Municipal Act, 2001, as amended, provides that 
municipal powers shall be exercised by by-law; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT ENACTED BY THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL OF THE 
CORPORATION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MELANCTHON ENACTS AS FOLLOWS: 

Code of 1.1 Members shall conduct themselves according to the Code 
Conduct of Conduct. 

Preamble 1.2 A written Code of Conduct helps to ensure that the 
members of Council share a common basis for acceptable 
conduct. These standards are designed to provide a 
reference guide and a supplement to the legislative 
parameters within which the members must operate. 
These standards should serve to enhance public 
confidence that Township's elected representatives 
operate from a base of integrity, justice and courtesy. 

General 1.3 The Township of Melancthon Council Code of Conduct is a 
general standard that augments the provincial laws and 
municipal by-laws that govern conduct. It is not intended to 
replace personal ethics. 

All members shall serve their constituents in a 
conscientious and diligent manner. No member shall use 
the influence of office for any purpose other than the 
exercise of their official duties. 

Gifts and 1.4 Members shall not accept fees, gifts, hospitality or personal 
Benefits benefits that are connected directly or indirectly with the 

performance of duties as Township Councillors, except 
compensation authorized by law. 

This section does not apply to tokens, mementoes, 
souvenirs, or such gifts or benefits up to and including a 
value of $100.00 that are received as an incident of 
protocol or social obligation that normally accompanies the 
responsibilities of office. Tokens, mementoes, souvenirs or 
gifts with a value of greater than $100.00 shall be the 
property of the municipality. 

No Member shall seek or obtain by reason of their office 
any personal privilege or advantage with respect to 
Township services not otherwise available to the general 
public and not consequent to their official duties. 

Confidentiality 1.5 All information, documentation or deliberation received, 
reviewed or taken in closed session of Council and its 
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committees are confidential, except as otherwise directed 
by Council. 

Members shall not disclose or release by any means to 
any member of the public either in verbal or written form 
any confidential information acquired by virtue of their 
office, except when required by law to do so. 

Members shall not permit any persons other than those 
who are entitled thereto to have access to information that 
is confidential. 

Particular care should be exercised in ensuring 
confidentiality of the following types of information: 

• Labour negotiations
• Information about suppliers provided for evaluation

which might be useful to other suppliers
• Matters relating to the legal affairs of the Township
• Sources of complaints where the identity of the

complainant was given in confidence
• Items under negotiation
• Information defined as "personal information" under

the Municipal Freedom of Information and
Protection of Privacy Act

This list is provided for example and is not inclusive. 
Requests for information should be referred to the Office of 
the Clerk to be addressed as a formal request under the 
Municipal Freedom of Information and Protection of 
Privacy Act. 

No member shall use for personal purposes any Township 
property, equipment, supplies, or services of consequence 
other than for purposes connected with the discharge of 
Township duties or associated community activities of 
which Township Council has been advised. Personal use 
of Township-issued devices such as an ipad or cellular is 
permitted. 

No member shall obtain financial gain from the use of 
Township-developed intellectual property, computer 
programs, technological innovations, or other patentable 
items, while an elected official or thereafter. All such 
property remains the exclusive property of the Township of 
Melancthon. 

No member shall use information gained in the execution 
of their duties that is not available to the general public, for 
any purposes other than their official duties. 

No member shall use Township facilities, services, or 
property for their re-election campaign. 

No member shall use the services of Township employees 
for their re-election campaign, during hours in which the 
employees are in the paid employment of the Township. 

Members shall make every effort to participate diligently in 
the activities of the agencies, boards, and commissions to 
which they are appointed. 






