10.

TOWNSHIP OF MELANCTHON

AGENDA

Thursday, April 17, 2014 - 9:00 a.m.

Call to Order

Announcements

Additions/Deletions/Approval of Agenda

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and the General Nature Thereof

Approval of Draft Minutes - April 3, 2014

Business Arising from Minutes

Point of Privilege or Personal Privilege

Public Question Period (Please visit our website under Agendas and Minutes for information
on Public Question Period)

Correspondence

* Items for Information Purposes

1.

10.

11.
12.

13.

14.

15.
16.

17.
18.

Copy of a resolution passed by the Township of Amaranth April 2, 2014, Re: County
Waste Services - One Bag Limit

Email from Scott Burns, Director of Public Works - County of Dufferin dated April 7,
2014, Re: Dufferin County Waste Services Bag/Container Limit

Letter from Township of East Garafraxa dated March 20, 2014 to Premier Kathleen
Wynne, Re: Provincial Oversight of Municipal Government

Copy of a resolution passed by the Township of Amaranth April 2, 2014, Re: New
Municipal Accountability Measures

Copy of a resolution passed by the Township of Oro Medonte March 26, 2014, Re:
Navigation Protection Act - Addition of Nottawasaga River

Notice of a Public Meeting for an Official Plan Amendment and Zoning By-law
Amendment from the Town of Shelburne, Re: Application File No. OPA 14/01 and
Application File No. Z14/01

Copy of a resolution passed by the Township of Amaranth April 2, 2014, Re: Motion of
Support for Niagara Region Resolution - Long Term Energy Plan

AMO Communications - Bill 69, The Prompt Payment Act Put Aside; Government
Announces Construction Liens Act Review

Copy of a resolution adopted by the Council of the Town of Minto April 1, 2014, Re:
Long Term Energy Plan

Copy of a resolution passed by the Town of Penetanguishene March 26, 2014, Re: Call
for a Review of Funding for Small Town Ontario Schools

AMO Communications - AMO'’s Interest Arbitration Update

Email from County Forest Manager, County of Dufferin dated April 1, 2014, Re: Dufferin
County Forest Management Plan Open House and Review Period

Email from Laura Janke, County of Haliburton dated April 1, 2014, Re: OPP Billing
Reform Call to Action

Copy of a resolution passed by the Town of Mono March 28, 2014, Re: NVCA
Development in the Floodplain of the Nottawasaga River

Highlights of the NVCA Board of Directors Meetings - March 28, 2014

Email from Diane Whitten-Franks, Office Co-ordinator County of Dufferin dated April 9,
2014, Re - Dufferin County Capital Projects

GRCA Current - April 2014 Volume 19, Number 4

Email from Councillor Malek dated April 9, 2014, Re - North America Slow to Reverse
Renewables Projects



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19. AMO Communications - Breaking News dated April 10, 2014, Re - New AMO Task Force
on Police Modernization - Advice from AMO OPP Billing Steering Committee

20. AMO Communications dated April 10, 2014, Re - Release of AMO OPP Billing Steering
Committees Final Report

21. Letter from Burnsides dated April 8, 2014, Re - Petition for Drainage Works - Pt Lot 11,
Con 5 N.E. - Martin - Fluney

22. Letter from Burnsides dated April 10, 2014, Re - Petition for Drainage Works - Pt Lot 11,
Con 5 N.E. - Site Meeting May 2, 2014 at 1:00 pm

* Items for Council Action

1. Email from Frank Klees, MPP dated April 4, 2014, Re: May 1% is First Responders Day in
Ontario
2. Letter from the Lupus Foundation of Ontario dated January 29, 2014 requesting

assistance in promoting public awareness and advocacy for “the least known major
disease - lupus”

3. Email from Irp@powerauthority.on.ca dated April 8, 2014, Re - Draft LRP RFQ Materials
Posted for Review and Comment, TAT Tables, and Webinar Information

4, Email from Ashley White, Van Harten Surveying dated April 10, 2014, Re - Approval of
Bonnefield Survey ... “B” 6/13 - Downey Lands - Pt Lot 18, Con 3 O.S. Township of
Melancthon

* Items regarding The County of Dufferin Official Plan

1. Report to Local Municipal Councils - April 2014, Re: First Draft of the County of Dufferin
Official Plan

General Business

1. Application(s) to Permit

2. New/Other Business
1. Living Snow Fence - Mayor Hill
2. Lystek - Mayor Hill

3. Unfinished Business

1. 2014 PPS - Update from April 16, 2014 Session

2. Horning’s Mills Park - Hydro One Grant

3. Corbetton LED Streetlight Project

4 Action Correspondence Item # 1 from March 20, 2014 Meeting regarding Bill
124 (Aurora Motion)

5. Action Correspondence Item # 8 - Provincial Direction regarding development
on Private Roads - motion by Wollaston Township

Road Business

1. Unfinished Business
1. Dennis Martin - requesting permission to construct a sub-surface tile drainage
pipe crossing 270 Sideroad
2. Closure of Structure on Melancthon/Southgate Townline
Delegations
1. 1:00 p.m. - Jerry Jorden, Township Planner to review changes to the Draft Official Plan -
March 2014

Closed Session (if required)
1. Approval of Draft Minutes - April 3, 2014

Notice of Motion
Confirmation By-law
Adjournment and Date of Next Meeting - Thursday, May 1, 2014 - 9:00 a.m.

On Sites


mailto:lrp@powerauthority.on.ca

19. Correspondence on File at the Clerk’s Office
1. Shelburne & District Fire Board - Board of Management - February 4, 2014
2. Shelburne & District Fire Board - Board of Management - March 4, 2014
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BEN RYZEBOL, Director of Public Works
PUBLIC WORKS - TELEPHONE: {519) 941-{065
FaX: (519) 941-1802

emall; bnzebol@amaranth-sasigary.oa

o 2 LERPN e s___ !
TOWHSHIP OF HARAHIH
374028 6™ LINE, AMARANTH, ONTARIO
LW 0M$

April 3, 2014

County of Dufferin
55 Zina Street
Orangeville, Ontario
LOW 1E5

Attention: Scott Burns - Director of Public Works

SUSAN M. STONE, CA.0./Clerk-Treasurer
TBLEPHONE: (519) 941-£007

FAX: (519)941-1802

emall: sucstone@aniaranth-enstgary.ca

Dear Mr. Burns: Re: County Waste Seyvices - One Bag Limit
At the regular meeting of Council held April 2, 2014 the following resolution was set forth.

Resolution

Moved by B. Besley - Seconded by J.Aultman

Resolved that Wheteas the County Waste Services Guide indicates the current municipal bag
limit will remain in effect until May 2014, at which time it will be reviewed;

And Whereas the County has implemented a one bag limit in advance of May 2014;

Now Therefore the Township of Amaranth wishes to advise that the one bag limit decision
is premature and the current municipal bag limit should continue until May 2014, and a
review to be provided to County Council accordingly, Carried.

SMS:cd
ce:  County CAO Sonya Prichard
County Clerk Pam Hillock

Dufferin Area Municipalities

Yours truly,
ArcoarnsVFore
Susan M. Stone, AM.C.T-

CAO/Clerk-Treasurer
Township of Amaranth

Booz/00z

E
APR 17204 |



Denise Holmes

From: Scott Burns <sburns@dufferincounty.ca>

Sent: April-07-14 11:33 AM

To: Susan Stone

Cc: Jane Wilson (External); Denise Holmes; Keith McNenly; thorner@mulmurtownship.ca;
rschwarzer@orangeville.ca; John Telfer (External); Sonya Pritchard

Subject: Dufferin County - Waste Services Bag/Container Limit

Attachments: COD_TownshipOfAmaranth_County Waste Services-OneBaglLimit_D06-14.pdf

Good morning Sue/All,
The attached letter is in response to correspondence received from Amaranth Council, dated April 3, 2014, regarding
implementation of the new countywide garbage limit. Please feel free to forward the attached letter to your respective

Councils if you believe that clarification may be required.

In short, the new limit will not come into effect until June 1, 2014 and all current local municipal bag limits will remain in
place until May 31, 2014.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me directly.
Regards,

Scott

Scott Burns, P.Eng., C.E.T. | Director of Public Works and County Engineer
County of Dufferin|Phone: 519-941-2816 Ext. 2601| sburns@dufferincounty.ca | 55 Zina Street, Orangeville,
ON L9W 1E5

This emait and any files transmitted with it are confidential and intended solely for the use of the individual or entity to which they are addressed. If you have
received this email in error please notify the sender. Please note that any views or opinions presentad in this email are solely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of the Counly of Dufferin. Finally, the recipient shoutd check this email and any altachments for the presence of viruses. The Counly
of Dufferin accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus Iransmitted by this emait.

The Corporation of the County of Dufferin, 55 Zina Streel, Orangeville, Ontario.

www.dufferincounty.ca

Total Control Panel Login

To: dholmestrmelancthontownship.ca Reinove this sender from my allow list

From: sburns@dufferincounty.ca

You received this message because the sender is on your allow list,

1 2 w17



DUFFERIN

COUNTY
PUBLIC WORKS

April 6, 2014

Susan M. Stone, AMCT, CAQO/Clerk-Treasurer
Township of Amaranth

374028, 6 Line

Amaranth, ON, LOW OM6

Ms. Stone,
RE: Response to Amaranth Council — ‘County Waste Services-One Bag Limit’

This letter is in response to correspondence received from Amaranth Council titled, ‘County
Waste Services - One Bag Limit', dated April 3, 2014.

As described in the 2013/2014 Waste Services Guide, all current local municipal bag limits wil!
remain in effect until May 31, 2014. The new countywide, one bag limit will not take effect until
June 1, 2014,

Dufferin County assumed responsibility for waste collection on January 1, 2013 and maintained
all local municipal contracts through to May 31, 2013. The County’s new collections contract
was officially implemented on June 1, 2013. Adhering fo the Waste Collection By-lLaw
amendment from the October 11, 2012 Council meeting, all local municipal bag limits were to
remain in place until a new limit was determined for the commencement of the following calendar
year of the program. The amendment included a review to determine a future bag limit moving
forward from June 1, 2014.

The October 11, 2012 amendment reads as follows:

THAT Schedule A, Section 1 be amended to state that the current bag limits within each
municipality will remain in place until June 1, 2014 and at that time, a review bhe
conducted to determine future bag limits.

As discussed through a report to the Community Development Committee meeting on January
28, 2014, decisions on program changes had to be finalized to allow sufficient time to prepare
all related program communication materials, prior to June 1, 2014. As such, staff had performed
a participation study to determine actual set-out rates throughout the County. This study served
to solidify a bag limit recommendation with sufficient time remaining to prepare necessary
program communications, such as the Waste Services Guide.

COUNTY OF DUFFERIN
55 Zina Street, Orangeville, ON L9W 1E5 | 519.941.2816 ext. 2600 | dufferincounty.ca



DUFFERIN

COUNTY
PUBLIC WORKS

The recommendation was then adopted by County Council at the February 13, 2014 meeting
and preparation of program communication materials commenced immediately thereafter.

The February 13, 2014 motion is as follows:

THAT the report, Bag Limit Review, from the Director of Public Works, dated January 28, 2014,
be received;

AND THAT a countywide limit for curbside garbage of one (1) untagged bag/container per
collection be implemented, along with three (3} “Double Up Days” where two (2) untagged
bags/containers will be collected on resident’s regular collection day during the week of
Victoria Day, Labor Day and New Year’s Day holiday interruptions, effective June 1, 2014.

As noted in the above motion, the bag limit change will be accompanied by three “Double Up
Days” where residents can set-out two untagged bags or containers of garbage during specified
collections. The timing of the “Double Up Days” align with typical volume spikes related to Spring
cleaning, back to school and waste accumulation from the Holidays.

| trust that the above addresses the concerns of Township of Amaranth Council as they relate
to the correspondence dated April 3, 2014. Should there be any questions or concerns, please
do not hesitate to contact the undersigned.

Scott C. Burns, P.Eng., C.E.T.
Director of Public Works & County Engineer

COUNTY OF DUFFERIN
55 Zina Street, Orangeville, ON LYW 1E5 | 519.941.2816 ext. 2600 | dufferincounty.ca
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CORPORATION OF

Township of East Garafraxa

Maiting Address - 191282 13" Line East Garafraxa ON LW 784
(Courier Address: 374028 6™ Line Amaranth ON LIV 0M6)
TEL: (519) 928.5298 or 341-1007 FAX: (519) 941-1802

'3) e-mail ; towpship@umaranth-eqstgary.ca
O l T W SUSAN M. STONE-CA.O./CLERK-TREASURER&ETAX COLLECTOR

March 20, 2014

Kathleen Wynne, Premier
Legislative Building
Queen's Park .

Toronte ON M7A 1A1

Dear Premier Wynhe: RE; Provincial Oversiabt of Municipal Government '

At @ recent meeting of Council of the Corporation of the Township of East Garafraxa, information was
received regarding the announcemsant that the Province intends to create new municipal accountability
measuree and assert greater Provincial oversight over municipal government.

Council objects to the Province's attempt to mircramanage municipal government, as they feel our
municipality is coramitted to accountability and transparency and does not need another level of redtape

imposed by the Province to provide that.

As the Association of Municipalities of Ontario indicated, assigning oversight authority to the Office of the
Ontario Ombudsman has the effect of transfarring local municipal accountability to the Province and
_ places added administration burden an the municipality, which will result in added financial burden o the

residents.

Council of the Township of East Garafraxa support AMO's position with respect to this proposed plan and
join them in asking the Province “to be clear about their vision for futura provincial and municipal relations,
and the capacity of municipal government. Qur vision has not changed: municipelities are looking for
leadership that partners with municipal government, respects them, and believes in them.”

Yours truly,

CORPORATION OF THE :
TOWNSHIP OF EAST GARAFRAXA }

Per: Susan M. Stons, AM.C.T,
CAQO/Clerk-Treasurer

SMS/ke
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BEN RYZEBOL, Director of Public Works
PUBLIC WORKS - TELEPHONE: (519} 94{-1065
FAX: (519) 9411802

email: bryzebol@amaranih-castgary.ca

SUSAN M. STONE, C.A.Q./Clerk-Treasurer
TELEPHONE: (519) 941-1007

FAX: (519) 941-1802

emall: suestone@anioranth-eavigary.ca

374028 6™ LINE, AMARANTH, ONTARIO
LW 0M¢§

April 3, 2014

Hon . Kathleen Wynne
Premier of Ontatio

Main Legislative Building
Queen’s Park, Room 281
Toronto, Ontario M7A 1A1

Dear Premier Wynne: : New Municipal Accountabili res

At the regular meeting of Council held April 2, 2014, the following resolution was set forth,

Resolution,

Moyved by B. Besley ~ Seconded by J. Auliman

Resolved that Council ofthe Township of Amaranth do hereby support the Township of East
Garafraxa’s position with respect to opposing the creation of new municipal accountability
measures and the assertion of greater provincial oversight over municipal government by the
Province,

And That the Province be clear about their vision for fiture provincial and municipal
relations and the capacity of municipal government regarding this proposed plan. Carried.

Youwss truly,

Areiriidiie

. Susan M., Stone, AM.C.T.
SMB:ed CAO/Clerk-Treasurer
cc:  Dufferin Area Municipalities Township of Ameranth

@ APR 17 20t
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SUSAN M. STONE, CA.G/Clerk-Treasurer

BEN RYZEBOL, Director of Public Warks
TELEPHONE: (51) 941-1007

PUBLIC WORKS - TELEPHONE: {51%) 541-1055
FAX: (519) 941-1302
emall: bryeabol@amaranth-sastgary.ca

FAX: (519) 941-1802
email: swestone@amaranth-easigary.ca

WNHSHIP 0] MAHAHIH
374028 6™ LINE, AMARANTH, ONTARIO
LW 0Mé

April 3,2014

Regional Municipality of Niagara
2201 St. David’s Road

P.O.Box 1042

Thorold, Ontario

L2V 4T7

Dear Sir/Madam: Re: Motion of Support for Niagara Region Resolution

At the regular meeting of Council held April 2, 2014, the following resolution was set forth,

Resolution

Moved by W. Kolodziechuk - Seconded by H. Foster

Resolved that Council of the Township of Amaranth do hereby support the motion of the
Niagara Region dated January 16, 2014 with respect to the Premier and Province of Ontario
taking immediate action to prevent Ontario Power Generation and Hydro One rate increases
from being implemented, Carried.

Yours truly,

Susan M. Stone, AM.C.T,
SMS:cd CAO/Clerk-Treasurer
encl. Copy of Niagara Region Resolution Township of Amaranth
cc:  Premier Kathleen Wynne

Dufferin Area Municipalities
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2201 8t, David's Raad, PO Box 1042, Thorold, ON L2V 477

: : Talephone: 905-685-4225 Toll-free: 1-800-263-7215 Fax: 905-841-5208
Nlagaraw Regkon www.nlagararegion.ca

The following resolution was adopted by Councll of The Regional Municipality of
Niagara at their regular meeting held on January 18, 2014:

Moved by Councillor Jeffs

Seconded by Counclilor Eke

WHEREAS the province's recently released Long Term Energy Plan anticipates that
consumers will face hydro rates that will rise by 42% over the next five (5) years;

WHEREAS the Minister of Energy recently announced that past FIT prices are driving
electricity prices higher and that changes to domestic content requirements for
construction of future renswable energy projects are necessary to lower future electricity
rates;

WHEREAS the recent auditor-general's report advised of extreme amounts of waste in

the energy sector, particularly at Ontario Power Generation and Hydro One, due to high
labour costs and generous public sector pension plans;

WHEREAS decisions including but not limited to the cancellation of gas plants in
Ontario could cost taxpayers close to $1.1 billion:

WHEREAS it is essential for the residents and businesses of Niagara to have access
to affordable hydro to thrive and prosper,;

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Regional Municipality of Niagara CALL ON Premier Wynne and the Pravince
of Ontario to take immediate action to prevent these and any ather rate increases from
being implemented; and

That this motion BE CIRCULATED to all Ontario municipalities for support.

CARRIED.

Cc: The Association of Municipalities of Ontario
All Municipalities in Ontario




Denise Holmes
—

From: AMO Communications <communicate@amo.on.ca>

Sent: April-02-14 440 PM

To: dhoimes@melancthontownship.ca

Subject: AMO Breaking News - Bill 69, The Prompt Payment Act Put Aside ; Government

Announces Construction Liens Act Review

TO THE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION OF THE CLERK AND COUNCIL
April 2, 2014

Bill 69, The Prompt Payment Act Put Aside ;
Government Announces Construction Liens Act Review

Today, the Standing Committee on Regulations and Private Bills of the Ontario Legislative Assembly voted on
a motion to set aside Bill 69, The Prompt Payment Act. Bill 69 was introduced in May 2013 by MPP Steven
Del Duca to change the way payments were made under contracts in the construction industry. AMO and
municipal governments across Ontario raised significant concerns with this legislation and AMO is optimistic
that members of the committee will not bring the Bill back for further consideration.

At the Standing Committee, as well as prior to, municipal governments brought attention to the difficulty Bill
69 provisions would create for construction owners. Bill 69°s payment timelines, progress payment provisions
and lack of recognition for payments tied to construction milestones would have created challenges for
municipalities in the management of public funds in construction contracts.

AMO, joined with several other public and private sector owner organizations, said the Bill should not proceed
and that a proper government policy review be conducted to deal with prompt payment issues so that the
perspectives of all interested parties could be input. Linked to this discussion, the Attorney General of Ontario
announced last Friday that it would begin a review of the Construction Liens Act, under an independent party
and to begin in spring 2014. AMO is awaiting details on this review process.

In addition, AMO President Russ Powers received a recent letter from the Ontario General Contractors’
Association (OGCA) that explained its position on Bill 69, particularly apologizing to AMO for not reaching
out to it and other construction owners when the issues in the Bill were under discussion within the construction
industry. At Committee, it had also requested more time for examination of the issues and consultation with
affected parties. Like AMO, OGCA has also called for more time for discussion and a more consultative
process to discuss prompt payment issues instead of Bill 69.

We thank all the many municipal governments who sent letters on Bill 69 to the Standing Committee and all
the political parties. It was very helpful. AMO will continue to work to ensure the interests and needs of our
members are part of the future discussions regarding prompt payment for construction contracts.

AMO Contact: Craig Reid, Senior Advisor, creid@amo.on.ca, 416.971.9856 ext. 334.

PLEASE NOTE AMO Breaking News will be broadcast to the member municipality's council,
administrator and clerk. Recipients of the AMO broadcasts are free to redistribute the AMO
broadcasts to other municipal staff as required. We have decided to not add other staff to these

1 APR 17 20t



broadcast lists in order to ensure accuracy and efficiency in the management of our various
broadcast lists.

DISCLAIMER These are final versions of AMO documents. AMO assumes no responsibility for any

discrepancies that may have been transmitted with the electronic version. The printed versions of the
documents stand as the official record.

Total Control Panel Login

To: dholmes@melancthontownship.ca Remove this sender from my allow list
From: communicateffdamo.on.ca

You received this message because the sender s on your allow list.
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Kathleen Wynne, Premier
Legislative Building
Queen's Park

Toronto ON M7A 1AL

April 1, 2014

The following resolution was adopted by the Council of the Town of Minto at their regular
meeting held on April 1, 2014:

WHEREAS the province’s recently released Long Term Plan anticipates that consumers will
face hydro rates that will rise by 42% over the next five (5) years;

WHEREAS the Minister of Energy recently announced that past FIT prices are driving
electricity process higher and that changes to domestic content requirements for
construction of future renewable energy projects are necessary to lower future electricity
rates;

WHEREAS the recent auditor-general's report advised of exireme amounts of waste in the
energy sector, particularly at Ontario Power Generation and Hydro One, due to high labour
costs and generous public sector pension plans;

WHEREAS decisions including but not limited to the cancellation of gas plants in Ontario
could cost taxpayers close to $1.1 billion;

WHEREAS it is essential for the resident and businesses of Minto to have access to
affordable hydro to thrive and proper:

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Town of Minto CALL ON Premier Wynne and the Province of Ontario to take
immediate action to prevent these and any other rate increases from being implemented;
and

That this motion BE CIRCULATED to all Ontario municipalities for support.

Sincerely,
5941 Highway 35?9 v
gzg?;gn. Ontario p 4 7 5 ! f” .
tek  519-338-2511 - H/_G/e‘iﬁ"éé A

fax: 519-338-2005 Mayor

www.town.minto.on.ca @ APR 1 7 ZH}’&




Town of /Ville de Penetanguishene

March 26, 2014

Premier Kathleen Wynne
Legislative Building, Room 281
Queen's Park

Toronto, ON

MZ7ATA]

Dear Hon. Kathleen Wynne;

Re: Call for g Review of Funding for Small Town Ontario Schools

At the regular meeting of Council held on March 26, 2014, the Council of the Town of
Penetanguishene passed a resolution which calls for the review of funding for small
town Oniario schoals.

Please find enclosed a copy of the above noted resolution which indicates the call for
support to the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Rural Affairs to review how the
current funding model dramatically impacts small communities, from the loss of cultural
identity for our Children, the negative economic impact of job losses, diminished ability
to attract new businesses and residents.

If you require further information, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned at
705-549-7453 or gmarshall@penetanguishene.ca.

Most Sincerely,

vy

Gerry Marshall, Mayor
Town of Penetanguishene

/kg
Encl.

cc. Hon. Liz Sandals, Minister of Education
Hon. Jeff Leal, Minister of Rural Affairs
The Federation of Northern Ontario Municipalities
The Association of Ontario Small Urban Municipalities
MPP Garfield Dunlop
MP Bruce Stanion

Tel: 705.549.7453 Fax: 705.549.3743
www.penetanguishene.ca

10 rue Robert St, West/ouest, P.O./C.P. Box 5009
Penetanguishene, ON LM 2G2

(DY) APR17 204
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Regular Meeting of Council
March 26, 2014

Moved By: Deputy Mayor Patrick Marion
Seconded By: Councillor Jamie Robitaille

WHEREAS small town/rural Ontario communities face many risks and challenges that are
far different than our large city counterpanrts.

AND WHEREAS one of the challenges sees small town and rural communities facing
closures of both elementary and high schools in their communities;

AND WHEREAS these potential closures are subject to an administrative School Board
process called an Accommodation Review;

AND WHEREAS there is lack of public trust in the Accommodation Review process due
to their reputation of having pre-determined outcomes;

AND WHEREAS the Town of Penetanguishene has undergone 3 Accommodation
Reviews in an 8 year period with two of the reviews occcurring in the past 5 years;

AND WHEREAS it has come to the attention of the Town of Penetanguishene that the
elected School Board Trustees have not met with the Minister of Education nor the
Minister of Rural Affairs Minister to discuss small town and rural Ontario per studeni
funding needs;

AND WHEREAS small town and rural Ontario schools are being closed in favour of
opening new schocls in the larger city centres;

AND WHEREAS the levels of Educational service and costs associated with said services
are funded by the Province of Cniario;

AND WHEREAS the Ontario Government has not directly consulted nor communicated
with small town rural Ontario municipalities being serviced by the School Boards in
regards to school closures;

AND WHEREAS the Ontario Government has not directly consulted nor communicated
with small town rural Ontario municipalities in regards to the financial implications of
school closures on Small Town and rural Ontario Communities;

AND WHEREAS the Ontario Government has aliowed replicated efforts in ferms of not
having directly consulted nor communicated with small town rural Ontario
municipdalities in regards to the financial implications of school closures on Smail Town
and rural Ontario Communities;



AND WHEREAS all municipalities strive o be complete communities and education
represents an integral component of being a complete community;

AND WHEREAS Education is one of the largest assets that a municipality can provide to
its residents in terms of offering quality of life and quality of community;

AND WHEREAS the continued pressure of Accommodation Reviews is having an
adverse effect on municipdlities in the delivery and attraction of other essential
services, businesses and development within their respective communities;

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Town of Penetanguishene request the support
of this resolution from all small town and rural Ontario municipalities that face the
possibility of school closures within their municipalities;

AND THAT the Asscciation of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO) and Ontario Small Urban
Municipalities Association (OSUM) be requested represent all supporting municipalities
fo clearly and directly communicate to the Provincial Government on the necessity of
new per student funding models for small town and rural Ontario municipdlities and to
deal directly with the Ministry of Education and Ministry of Rural Affairs on this issue:

AND FURTHER THAT this joint effort between AMO and OSUM request meetings with the
Minister of Education and Minister of Rural Affairs to review how the current funding
model dramatically impacts small communities, from the loss of cultural identity for our
Children, the negative economic impact of job losses, diminished ability to atiract new
businesses and residents;

AND FURTHER THAT this joint effort request a moratorium on all school closures until such
time that the administrative process on accommodation reviews is completed by the
Provincial Government;

AND FURTHER THAT said municipaliies are encouraged to forward letters in support of
this resolution to the Premier, Minister of Education, Minister of Rural Affairs, the
Association of Municipalities of Ontario, the Federation Northern Ontario Municipalities,
the association of Ontario Small Urban Municipalities and local Members of Provincial
Parliament;

AND FINALLY THAT this resolution be forwarded to the appropriate government
agencies and communities as ouilined within.

CARRIED.
Mayor Gerry Marshall



Wendy Atkinson

From: AMO Communications <communicate@amo.on.ca>
Sent: April-01-14 11:32 AM

To: watkinson@melancthontownship.ca

Subject: AMO Policy Update - Interest Arbitration Update

TO THE IMMEDIATE ATTENTION OF THE CLERK AND COUNCIL
April 1, 2014
AMO’s INTEREST ARBITRATION UPDATE

As you will recall, in late November 2013, the Minister of Labour called on both municipal employers (through
AMO and the Emergency Services Steering Commiittee) and employee associations (e.g. POA , OPPA,
OPFFA) to come together and try to achieve an agreement on changes to the interest arbitration system. This
was in response to the 2013 Throne Speech which stated, "As your government moves forward, Ontario's
labour force will be treated fairly and with respect. It will sit down with its partners across all sectors to build a
sustainable model for wage negotiation, respectful of both collective bargaining and a fair and transparent
interest arbitration process, so that the brightness of our shared future is not clouded by the indisputable
economic realities of our time".

Over the past several months, the employer and employee groups have met and exchanged proposals on what
they believe interest arbitration legisiation should look like. The employer group worked hard to find common
ground and a meaningful solution to several matters, particularly capacity to pay.

Unfortunately, the parties have been unable to come to a consensus. Accordingly, it appears necessary to
resume our efforts to seek necessary and meaningfuil legislative change through political advocacy. AMO and
ESSC will continue to work together in these efforts. We appreciate the support of several local Chambers of
Commerce, the Ontario Chamber itself along with others that seek changes to the interest arbitration system.
AMO’s members are reminded of the various resources we have produced previously on this topic, including a
video that in plain language describes the interest arbitration process and what is happening to costs.

Yesterday, a report, "The Blue Line or the Bottom Line of Police Services in Canada" by Christian Leuprecht
was released. Leuprecht was a panelist along with municipal and OPP representatives on the March 27th TVO
segment, "Badges and Balancing Acts". It focused on the ‘leap frog and me, too’ approach of interest
arbitration as it relates to the cost of service. The public and media are also seeing this week the annual
"Sunshine List" that shows public sector employees earning more than $100,000. As noted with the release of
the Leuprecht report, of the 96,500 broader public sector employees who made the 2013 list, almost 75% were
police, fire, and ambulance.

AMO’s Board of Directors believes the time for legislative action to support the interests of property taxpayers
and the financial well-being of municipal governments is now. Ontario communities cannot fund emergency
services at the expense of other programs that also keep communities safe and strong. The Government of
Ontario has a moral and practical responsibility to help ensure that emergency service costs are affordable and
sustainable.
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AMO Contact: Matthew Wilson, Senior Advisor, mwilson@amo.on.ca, 416.971.9856 ext. 323.

PLEASE NOTE AMO Breaking News will be broadcast to the member municipality's council,
administrator and clerk. Recipients of the AMO broadcasts are free to redistribute the AMO
broadcasts to other municipal staff as required. We have decided to not add other staff to these
broadcast lists in order to ensure accuracy and efficiency in the management of our various
broadcast lists.

DISCLAIMER These are final versions of AMO documents. AMO assumes no responsibility for any
discrepancies that may have been transmitted with the electronic version. The printed versions of the
documents stand as the official record.

Total Contrel Panel Login
To: watkinson@melanethontownship.ca ~ Message Score: 20 High (60): Pass
From: communicatef@amo.on.ca My Spam Blocking Level: Medium Medium (75): Pass

Low (90): Pass
Block this sender
Block amo.on.ca

This message was delivered because the content filter score did not exceed your filter level.



Denise Holmes

From:

Sent:
To:
Subject:

County Forest Manager, County of Dufferin
<forestmanager=dufferinmuseum.com@mail70.atI51.rsgsv.net> on behalf of County

Forest Manager, County of Dufferin <forestmanager@dufferinmuseum.com>

April-01-14 2:07 PM

dholmes@melancthontownship.ca

Dufferin County Forest Management Plan Open Houses and Review Period

Forest Management Plan Open Houses May 9 & 10

Review Pericd Ends July 31

During 2014 the County of Dufferin
is developing a new twenty-year
management plan for the 2,600
acre Dufferin County Forest. The
County Forest is made up of
thirteen tracts located throughout
Dufferin County, the largest of
which is the 1,492 acre Main Tract
tocated north of the hamilet of
Mansfield. The plan will guide the
use and management of the
Dufferin County Forest over the
next twenty years (2015-2035) to
ensure the health and viability of
this important community
resource.

Your opportunity to
participate

Open houses te give the public the
opportunity to view and discuss the

Email not displaying correctly?
view it in your browser,

DUFFERIN
COUNTY

Forward to a Friend

Upcdm:ng Dates

May 9
Open House in Orangeville

May 10
Open House in Mulmur

APR 17 20%



draft management plan will be as July 31

follows: End of Plan Review Period
Friday, May 9, 2014, 3 - 8 pm

County of Dufferin Offices

{55 Zina St., Orangeville)

Saturday, May 10, 2014, 10 am - 4
pm

Dufferin County Museum &
Archives

(Airport Rd. & Hwy. 89) For a printable version of this

infarmation, click here.

There will be no formal
presentation during the open
houses, you are invited to drop in
to view and discuss the draft plan.

Your input is needed
Following the open houses, there
will be a review period of the draft

pian. Any submissions should be For a map of Countv Forest
made in writing to the office below locations, click here.
prior to July 31, 2014,

The submissions received during

the review will be addressed in the
development of the final plan which
will be released in the fall of 2014.

The draft plan and other related
materials will be available from the
office below and at
www.dufferinmuseum.com/forest
after May 1, 2014,

County of Dufferin | Dufferin County Forest
936029 Airport Road Mulmur, ON 1.9V 0L3
705-435-1881 | 877-941-7787
fax: 705-435-9876




* Denise Holmes

From: Laura Janke <ljanke@county.haliburton.on.ca>

Sent: April-01-14 1:57 PM

To: Laura Janke

Ce: Carol Moffatt; Tanya Rosenberg

Subject: OPP Billing Reform Calt to Action

Attachments: Letter to residents March 31 2014- COUNTY.docx; attachment for the letter to the

residents.docx

Dear Friends,

We in Haliburton County are the second hardest-hit in the proposed billing reform proposal. Like many of you, we have
been in touch with the Premier, the Minister (former and current) and the QPP - to little avail.

We are working on an aggressive lobby that includes a Day of Action on May 1* (May Day) where we hope to mobilize
our citizens to protest the flawed proposal.

Attached please find a letter our four lower tier municipalities are sending directly to all taxpayers, along with a list of
contacts. We have been advised that the seasonal voice has been heard and that the permanent and business voice
needs to be encouraged.

We invite you to share this information with your politicians and especially, to join us on May 1* as we call, email, fax
and Tweet our concerns using #0PPMayDay. Our voices are stronger together.

Staff may contact me if they wish. Politicians may contact Algonquin Highlands Reeve Carol Moffatt at
cmoffatt@algonquinhighlands.ca.

The County website has a lot of information on this subject and we enccurage you to take a look at
www.haliburtoncounty.ca

If you would like to be part of our ongoing lobby efforts, please reply to Tanya at trosenberg@county.haliburton.on.ca,
or if this has not been received by the correct persen in your organization, please advise her of the correct contact for
future emails.

Thanks,
Laura

Laura Janke, CMO

Treasurer

County of Haliburton

11 Newcastle St

Minden, ON KOM 2K0

705-286-1333 ext 224 Fax 705-286-4829
ljanke(@county. haliburton.on.ca

p]



HIGHLANDS

Confidentiality Warning: This message and any attachments are intended only for the use of the intended recipient(s), are
confidential and may privileged. If you are not the the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any review, transmission,
conversion to hard copy, copying, circulation or other use of this message and any attachments is strictly prohibited. If you are not

the intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately by return e-mail, and delete this message and any attachments from your
system. Thank you.

Total Control Panel

Login
To: dholmes@melancthontownship.ca Message Score: 50 High (60): Pass
From: [janke@county.haliburton.on.ca My Spam Blocking Level: High Medium (75): Pass

Low (90): Pass
Block this sender
Block county.haliburton.on.ca

This message was delivered because the content filter score did not exceed your filter level.



March 31 2014
Dear Resident,
The County of Haliburton needs your help!

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is proposing to significantly change the way in which it bills for policing
services in communities served by the OPP. Currently, the OPP bill is based on a deployment model that reflects
a municipality’s actual crime rate. This is a user pay system that we believe is fair.

The proposed model calls for a per-household cost as well as a cost per call for service. The local implications of
this model could result in County-wide policing costs climbing from $3.3 million to $8.5 million, and tax increases
as high as 36% in Algonquin Highlands, 33% in Dysart, 25% in Highlands East and 20% in Minden Hills.

We believe the proposed Billing Made! is fundamentally flawed for the following reasons:-

* Using households to allocate costs is wrong because households are not cost drivers of all crime ina
community;

= This proposal excludes the Commercial, Industrial and Institutional sectors of communities - where
crime happens, and places the burden on household -heavy communities like ours;

s The ratio of fixed and variable costs contained in the proposed billing model has not been validated.

All four municipalities in Haliburton County have been working together on this important issue since November
2013. We have been calling on the OPP and the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services to
reconsider or modify the proposed funding model. Our continued collective efforts through letters to the
Premier, various MPPs, a face-to-face discussion with OPP representatives, and a delegation with the Minister
and senior OPP officials at a recent conference have been to no avail.

To help strengthen our arguments, please consider writing a letter or sending an email to explain how this will
impact you and/or your business to the Premier and to the Minister of Community Safety and Correctional
Services. Contact information can be found on the reverse of this letter. If you are a seasonal resident, you may
also wish to CC your letter to the MPP in the riding in which you vote provingially.

Please visit the Proposed OPP Billing page at www.haliburtoncounty.ca for further information and see samples
of letters that can help you craft your personal message.

We also ask that you join us on our Day of Action on May 1, 2014 to phone, email, fax or tweet your concerns
using #OPPMayDay. For further details on our Day of Action, please go 10 www.haliburtoncounty.ca.




You may write to Premier Kathleen Wynne at:
By online form at: https://correspondence.premier.gov.on.ca/en/feedback/default.aspx

By email at: premier@ontario.ca<mailto:premier@ontario.ca> or premier@ontario.ca

By letter:

The Honourable Kathleen Wynne, Premier
Legislative Building

Queen's Park

Taronto ON M7A 1A1

RE: OPP Billing Reform

Phone: 416-325-1941
TTY: 800-387-5559

You may write to Yasir Nagvi, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services at:

By email at: ynagvi.mpp@liberal.cla.org

By letter:

The Honourable Yasir Naqvi, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services
George Drew Building

18th Floor

25 Grosvenor St

Toronto ON M7A1Y6

RE: OPP Billing Reform

General Inquiry: 416-326-5000
Toll Free: 866-517-0571

TTY: 416-326-5511

TTY Foll Free: 866-517-0572
Fax: 416-325-6067

You can use this website to find your local MPP contact information:
http://www.ontla.on.ca/web/members/member addresses.do?locale=en

The County of Haliburton has assembled some highlight documents on this issue, which you can read
here: http://www.haliburtoncounty.ca/proposed-opp-billing-model

You can see a video message about Billing Reform from OPP Superintendent Rick Philbin here:
http://www.opp.ca/ecms/index

Remember: Day of Action
Thursday May 1, 2014
Phone, email, fax or tweet
#OPPMayDay



Town of Mono

347209 Mono Centre Road
Mono, Ontario LgW 653

March 28, 2014

Mr. Greg Murphy, Chief Administrative Officer
Township of Essa

5786 County Road 21

Utopia, ON LOM 1T0

Dear Mr. Murphy,

RE: NVCA Development in the Floodplain of the Nottawasaga River

Town of Mono Council reviewed your correspondence to the Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority and passed the following resolution:

Resolution #17-5-2014

THAT Town of Mono Council supports the concems expressed by the Township
of Essa regarding an approval by the Noffawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
for development in a floodplain of the Nottawasaga River.

Yours truly,

Keith J. McNenly
CAO/Clerk

KJM/ip

C. Township of Amaranth
Township of Melancthon
Township of Mulmur
Town of Shelburne

Telephane: 519-041-3599 Fax: 519-041-0490 E-mail: mono@townofmono.com Web site: www.townofmono.com

@ APR 17 20%



TOWN GF MONO

. &

Corporation of the Township of Essa Gonch &~ 3O Teleghone: (705) 424-9770

5786 County Road 21 Sesslon# s 2ol e, Fax: (705) 424-2367
Utapia, Ontario Web Site: www.essatownship.on.ca
LOM 170

L Where Town and Country Meet

February 20, 2014

Ms. Nina Bifolchi, Chair
N.V.C.A. Board of Directors
c/o Town of Wasaga Beach
30 Lewis Street

Wasaga Beach, ON L9Z 1A1

Mr. Wayne Wilson, CAO/Secretary-Treasurer
N.V.CA.

8195 8th Line

Utopia, ON LOM 1TC

Dear Ms. Bifolchi and Mr. Wilson:

The Council of the Township of Essa wishes to express in the strongest terms its concerns
with respect to the approval of recent development in the floodplain of the Nottawasaga River
within the watershed and in particular, future development in the Township of Essa.

Recent events in centres such as Bancroft, Gravenhurst, Minden, Toronto and Calgary have
highlighted the dangers to personal safety and to the protection of property that are being
caused by flooding. Recent engineering studies and Ontario Municipal Board hearings have
also emphasized these very same potential dangers as they relate to the Nottawasaga River
and Essa Township.

The Township will shortly be undertaking its own review as part of our Official Plan update to
determine the limits of safe and suitable development for flood prone or potentially flood prone
areas within our boundaries. While that review is underway, we would respectfully, but
strongly urge the Authority to closely monitor any development activity in the floodplain or
flood fringe areas around the Nottawasaga River. For the safety of our residents, the
protection of our residents’ property, and to protect the financial welibeing of the Township,
we ask that such development only take place when full and detailed studies are completed
by any potential developer verifying that it can be constructed in a safe, suitable and orderly
fashion.




Page 2

We respectfully request that this correspondence be placed on an agenda of the N.V.C.A’s
Board of Directors for consideration.

With thanks,

Yours truly,

Greg Murphy
Chief Administrative Officer
GM/li
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March 10, 2014

The Township of Essa
Mr. Greg Murphy, CAO

Administration Offlce
5786 Simcoe County Road 21
Utopia, ON LOM 1T0

Dear Mr. Murphy:
Re: Development in the floodplain

Thank you for your recent letter regarding concerns with development in
the floodplain and in particular development impacts in the Township of
Essa.

Your fetter and this response will be placed on the March agenda of the
NVCA Board of Directors for consideration as requested,

Recent conversations with yourself, Councillor Michael Smith and Counciilor
Keith White, (with Wayne Wilson) have provided additional clarification to
your concerns. To confirm it appears that your concerns are primarily
associated with the resuits of an NVCA Board Hearing held regarding a
request made by an indlvidual to build a home on a farm lot, in the flood
plain, and the precedent that it may have created.

The NVCA Board of Directors sat as a Hearing Board to consider the
application submitted for permission to construct a single family dwelling in
the Town of New Tecumseth.

The Board heard evidence regarding the development application presented
from NVCA staff and the applicant. After careful consideration and
deliberation, the majority of the Board supported the applicant’s proposal.
The Board provided the following direction, "That the Smilsky application be
approved subject to a detailed site plan and permit application being
submitted to the satisfaction of the NVCA.”

The applicant and NVCA staff are currently reviewing the required technical
information to satisfy the directlon of the NVCA Board in addressing the
flood related matters. NVCA will ensure that the proposed structure will be
adequately protected from flood hazards.

NOTTAWASAGA VALLEY CONSERVATION AUTHORIMY -+ Centre for Conservation

John Hix Conservation Administration Centre = Tiffin Conservation Area o 8195 8thLine = Utopla, On LOM 170
Telephone: 705.424.1479 « Fax: 7054242115 » Web: www.nvca.onca » Email: admin@nvca.on.ca




Essa : Development in the floodplain
Mar 10/14
Page20of3

NVCA Staff and Board Members look at each proposal and its merits individually.
No development proposal is identical, each with unique geography, and hazard
risk etc., thus a binding precedent was not set in this decision, as our NVCA
solicitor has confirmed.

Certainly the NVCA board and staff are committed to ensuring new development
is safe from hazards and does not put down stream properties at risk. We believe
in using the best available watershed science to review proposed development,
using a risk based approach. To that end the NVCA Board of Directors approved
in December 2013, the updated Development Review Guidelines - link below:
p . = == s L VICE

[JLL ) I G140} ] - * -1+ J
m viewGuidelines/index. htm

These standards reflect the Engineering best practices for hazard land
management.

NVCA staff ook forward to working with your staff in providing watershed
engineering science and technical support, to assist your municipality with
updating your Official Plan, regarding natural hazard/flood plain management
policies.

Should you have any question regarding this response do not hesitate to contact
either one of us.

Sincerely;
Nina Bifolchi Wayne R. Wilson
Chair CAO/Secretary-Treasurer

c.Mayor and Council, Essa Township
NVCA Watershed Municipal Clerks (Mayor & Council)
Simcoe County Planning Dept.
NVCA Board of Directors.



HIGHLIGHTS

of the NVCA BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINGS
No. 03/14 - Mar. 28, 2014

Bird Flyway Track Network coming to Petun Conservation Area

Bird Studies Canada (BSC) has been authorized to install an automated telemetry
station at the Petun Conservation Area.

The Flyway Track Network is a joint project of BSC, Western University, Acadia
University and the University of Guelph. Using a network of radio telemetry stations,
researchers can track the movements of radio-tagged birds, bats and insects
throughout the land and seascape in real-time and with unprecedented precision. There
are currently 100 automated telemetry stations planned for southern Ontario and
Atlantic Canada. Each telemetry station can detect and track radio-tags within about
20 km. The stations are not permanent, being set-up for varying lengths of time
throughout the year (primarily April to November).

The project in its current form is expected to last 5-10 years.

NVCA seeks party status at Midhurst OMB Hearing

The NVCA board agreed to seek official party status at the proposed consolidated
development hearing for a number of developments in Midhurst coming before the
Ontario Municipal Board (OMB) at a pre-~hearing conference on April 9, 2014, Staff
indicated that the developments pose extensive issues affecting NVCA's mandated
interests related to flooding, erosion and resource management.

Spring 2014 Watershed Flood Potential

Board members received a presentation on the risk of spring flooding in the
Nottawasaga Valley watershed. Snow surveys conducted by NVCA staff show that the
average water content in the snow, 120 mm or 5”, is almost two times the long-term
average. When this snow melts, it will pose a very high potential for flooding this
spring.

Staff are meeting with officials from watershed municipalities to discuss the flood
potential and ensure plans are in-place should a flood occur,

NVCA staff continue to monitor weather, river and snow conditions, and issue flood
statements as conditions warrant. Such a statement was issued by the authority on
March 27. This flood outlook cautioned about rising water and fast flows in area rivers
and streams owing to warming temperatures and expected rainfall. Residents were
reminded to stay safely away from area waterways.

NVCA Board Meeting Highlights No. 03/14 - Mar. 28, 2014 lof 2
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For more information:
Wayne Wilson, CAQ/Secretary-Treasurer
(705) 424-1479 ext. 225 or wwilson@nyca.on.ca

For the full meeting agenda including documents and reports, visit our website at
http://nvca.on.ca/meetings/BoardofDirectors/Agendas

Future meetings & events:

Apr. 5 & 6—Spring Tonic Maple Syrup May 3 - Black Ash Creek Tree Planting
Festival (Tiffin Centre for Conservation, (Collingwood - date may change if
Utopia) snow melt/weather do not cooperate)

Apr. 25—Board Meeting 4/14 (Tiffin May 10—NVCA’s 25" Annual Tree Sale
Centre for Conservation, Utopia) (Tiffin Centre for Conservation, Utopia;

Nordic Centre, Wasaga Beach; and
other locations to be announced)

NVCA Board Meeting Highlights No. 03/14 - Mar. 28, 2014 20f 2



Denise Holmes

From: Diane Whitten-Franks <dwfranks@dufferincounty.ca>
Sent: April-09-14 1:00 PM

To: Denise Holmes (dholmes@melancthontownship.ca)
Subject: Dufferin County capital projects

Attachments: 20140409103824969.pdf

Good morning,
Please see the attached in regards to the County’s capital projects for 2014. If you have any questions don't
hesitate to contact our office.

Regards,

Diane Whitten-Franks | Office Coordinator Public Works Department

County of Dufferin|Phone: 519.941.2816 Ext: 2602 | dwfranks@dufferincounty.ca |55 Zina Street, Orangeville,
ON LSW 1E5

Hey Denise — | have been having problems sending this to you so my apologies if you get a couple
times! Hope it works this time...

This emait and any files fransmitted with it are confidential and inlended soiely for the use of the individua! or entity to which they are addressed. If you have
received this email in error please notify the sender. Please note that any views or opinions presented in this emait are salely those of the author and do not
necessarily represent those of the County of Dufferin. Finally, the recipient should check this email and any attachments for the presence of viruses. The County
of Dufferin accepts no liability for any damage caused by any virus transmitied by this email.

The Corporation of the County of Dufferin, 55 Zina Street, Orangevilie, Ontaric.

wyaw dufferincounty.ca

Total Control Panel Login
To: dholmes@melancthontawnship.ca Message Score: 2 High (60): Pass
From: dwfranks#dufferincounty.ca My Spam Blocking Level: High Medium (73): Pass

Low (90): Pass
Blogk this sender
Block dufferincounty.ca

This message was delivered because the content filer score did not exceed your filter level.
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Denise Holmes

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Denise Holmes <dholmes@melancthontownship.ca>
April-08-14 1:51 PM
dholmes@melancthontownship.ca

May 1st is First Responders Day in Ontario

From: Frank Klees, MPP <fklees@frank-klees.on.ca>
Sent: Friday, April 4, 2014 4:32 PM
To: bhill@melancthontownship.ca

Reply To: fklees@frank-klees,on.ca
Subject: May 1st is First Responders Day in Ontario

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here

April 3, 2014

May 1% is First Responders Day in Ontario

On December 12", 2013, Bill 15, “An Act to Proclaim First Responders Day" was proclaimed by
Royal Assent at the Ontario Legislature. Bill 15 designates May 1* of each year as First
Responders Day in the Province of Ontario. On this day, communities across the province will be
gathering to observe and celebrate the dedication of First Responders who have devoted their lives
to public service.,

In the lead-up to this year's inaugural First Responders Day, my colleagues and | are making a
concerted effort to increase awareness about the importance of this upcoming celebration. That is
why | have included several documents which | hope will serve to assist you in preparing for First
Responders Day celebrations in your community, both this year and in the years to come.

Your efforts to recognize the first responders in your community will be appreciated by them and
their families.

Please use the accompanying package in any way you feel is most appropriate for your community
and feel free to contact my office should you have any questions or if we can assist you in any way.

Best regards,

Frank Klees, MPP
Newmarket-Aurora

Attachments
Private Member's Bill 15 - An Act to proclaim First Responders Day

Frankly Speaking: First Responders Day Celebrations Includes Essay Contest

Press Release Template

APR 17 20%



Jazz Bistro Invitation

Queen's Park Office: Mailing Address
LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY Room 447 Ontario Legislature 14845 Yonge St

Queen's Park Suite 201

Toronto, ON MT7A 1A8 Aurora, ON  LAG 6HS8
FRANK KLEES, M.P.P. Tel: 416-325-7316 Tel: 905-750-0019

Ne arket-Aurora E-mail; fklees@frank-kiees.on.ca E-mail: fkleestiifrank-kices.on.ca
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v SafeUnsubsarihe

This email was sent to bhill@melancthontownship.ca by fklees@frank-klees.on.ca |
Update Profile/Email Address i Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.
Frank Klees, MPP Newmarket-Aurora | 14845 Yonge St Suite 201 | Aurora | Ontario | L4G6HS | Canada
















Lynn Van Alstine

From: Denise Holmes <dholmes@melancthontownship.ca>

Sent: April-09-14 11:56 AM

To: lvanalstine@melancthontownship.ca

Subject: FW: Draft LRP RFQ Materials Posted for Review and Comment, TAT Tables, and Webinar

Information

Councif — Action Item.

Regards,

Denise

Denise B. Holmes, AMCT | CAQ/Clerk | Township of Melancthen | dholmes@melancthontownship.cal PH: 519-925-
5525 ext 101 | FX: 519-925-1110 | www.melancthontownship.ca |
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Date: Tue, 8 Apr 2014 17:06:53 -0400

To: warden@dufferincounty.ca

From: Irp@powerauthority.on.ca

Subject: Draft LRP RFQ Materials Posted for Review and Comment, TAT Tables, and Webinar Information

In preparation for the Large Renewable Procurement (LRP) program, the draft
Request for Qualifications (LRP | RFQ) has been posted for review and comment on

the LRP web page.

The draft LRP | RFQ reflects the policy direction outlined in the March 31, 2014
Minister's Direction, the LRP Final Recommendations Report submitted by the OPA
to the Minister of Energy on February 28, 2014, as well as the feedback received
during the OPA’s extensive stakeholder engagement activities conducted to date on
the LRP. Comments and feedback on the draft LRP | RFQ can be provided via email
to LRP@powerauthority.on.ca using the feedback form posted on the LRP web site,
on or before May 2, 2014,

The OPA has also posted an updated procurement schedule, as well as LRP-specific
transmission avaitability tables (TAT tables) that identify specific circuits and
transmission stations in the province where capacity for potential large renewable
projects may be available.

Upcoming Webinar Notification

To discuss the draft LRP | RFQ and TAT tables, the OPA will host a two-part webinar
on April 15, 2014, The first segment will focus on the draft LRP { RFQ and answer
questions on the draft requirements, and the second segment will discuss the
preliminary available LRP capacity/TAT tables and answer capacity and connection-
related questions. Participants will be able to ask questions and provide feedback
either by phone or on the web.

Date: Tuesday, April 15, 2014

Time: 9:30 AM-12:30 PM Eastern Time {US & Canada)
Local Phone: 416-764-8640

(3) APR 17 201



Toll-free Phone: 1-888-239-2037
URL: www.meetview.com/opa20140415

Note: The GMT offset above does not reflect daylight saving time adjustments.

More information is available at www.powerauthority.on.ca/lrp.

Thank you,
Ontario Power Authority

If you want to change your preferences, please use this link

If you want to unsubscribe, please use this link
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

The Official Plan for the County of Dufferin (the “County Official Plan” or “Plan”) provides
over-arching policy direction on matters of County significance. The County Official Plan
directs County growth management and land use decisions by providing upper-tier land
use planning guidance for the County’s eight local municipalities. Detailed land use
planning and local decision making is managed and administered locally through the local
municipal official plans which will conform to the policies of this Plan.

The Plan guides County Council and local municipal Councils in the consideration of their
responsibilities, and provides direction and certainty to the citizens and businesses of the
County on land use planning matters.

1.1 Basis and Context of the Plan

1.1.1 Dufferin County Context

The County of Dufferin is located in the north-western portion of the Greater Golden
Horseshoe (GGH) Area, which is one of North America’s fastest growing regions. The
County is recognized as a significant part of what is commonly known as the headwaters
area of Ontario, since it offers the source of five major river systems in the Province: the
Credit, Humber, Grand, Saugeen and Nottawasaga.

Dufferin County is an upper-tier municipality which is comprised of eight local
municipalities which include the following:
» Township of Amaranth;
Township of East Garafraxa;
Town of Grand Valley;
Township of Melancthon;
Town of Mono;
Township of Mulmur;
Town of Orangeville; and
Town of Shelburne.

1.1.2 Provincial Context

Planning at the official plan level is carried out within a framework primarily established
through the Planning Act. The Provincial Policy Statement, 2014 is issued under Section
3 of the Planning Act which requires municipalities to be “consistent with” the provincial
policy statements when exercising their authority on planning matters. This includes the
Provincial Policy Statement, 2014, and in the case of Dufferin County, includes other
applicable Provincial Plans and legislation that provide direction of key provincial land use
planning matters such as: the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006, the
Greenbelt Plan, 2005, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, 2001, and the Niagara
Escarpment Plan, 2005. The Dufferin County Official Plan incorporates provincial policy
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and directions in a locally-appropriate manner, and considers the more detailed planning
frameworks already established in the local municipal official plans.

The Planning Act outlines upper-tier responsibilities in undertaking their planning
functions, of which their primary role is to implement the Provincial Plans and policies at a
County level, while ensuring a comprehensive and coordinated planning approach
amongst the local municipalities. Upper-tier municipalities also have specific
responsibilities in carrying out their planning duties, such as: identify, coordinate and
allocate population, housing and employment projections for lower-tier municipalities;
identify targets for intensification and redevelopment within the lower-tier municipalities;
and identify and provide policy direction for the lower-tier municipalities on matters that
cross municipal boundaries.

1.1.3 Basis

The Province amended Regulation 352/02 of the Planning Act which requires Dufferin
County to adopt an Official Plan. Dufferin County has traditionally has not conducted
planning administration.

The basis for the Official Plan is outlined as follows, which summarizes the planning and
policy context upon which this Plan was prepared:

1) This Plan establishes the goals, objectives and policies to manage and direct
physical change and the effects on the social, economic and natural environments of
the County in accordance with the Planning Act.

2) This Plan implements the policies of the Provincial Policy Statement, 2014, and has
been developed within the context of provincial policies to support the creation of
strong communities, the wise use and management of resources and the protection
of public health and safety. As required by the Provincial Policy Statement, 2014,
this Plan is based on a 20-year planning horizon to the year 2036.

3) This Plan conforms to the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006
(Office Consolidation, June 2013) and considers the growth management objectives
applicable to Dufferin County, the County’s Growth Management Strategy, 2009,
and updated in the Background, Issues and Options Report, February 2014..

4) This Plan is based on information and analysis presented in the Background, Issues
and Options Report, February 2014, relating to growth management, community
settlement structure, transportation, housing, infrastructure and servicing, land use,
economic development, commercial and industrial activities, cultural heritage
resources, and the natural environment.

5) This Plan is based on achieving orderly development, redevelopment, infill and
intensification, and discourages the undue extension of municipal services and
expansion of urban boundaries, consistent with provincial policy.



1.1.4 Purpose of the Plan

The Official Plan for Dufferin County provides upper-tier land use planning policies to
manage growth and development within the County over the planning horizon. This Plan
establishes the criteria for evaluating proposals for change and growth, based on a policy-
led system that focuses on the County’s long-term goals and objectives.

The purpose of this Official Plan is to:
1) Establish an upper-tier planning framework for all land within Dufferin County.

2) Set out a 20-year planning horizon and growth management framework for the
County to accommodate the anticipated population and employment forecasts over
the planning horizon to 2036.

3) Promote orderly growth and development in the County through the logical, efficient
and cost effective distribution of land uses and deployment of infrastructure.

4) Set out policies to encourage economic development in the County, including
policies for employment, agriculture, tourism and recreation based uses and natural
resources.

5) Guide private investment through land use and development policies to ensure
efficient development approvals and administrative processes consistent with the
County’s goals and objectives.

6) Provide policies to improve the quality of life, health, safety, and welfare for the
present and future residents of the County.

7) Respond to provincial policies, statements and guidelines that affect the County.

8) Define the measures and means of implementing, monitoring, reviewing and
updating the policies and schedules of this Plan.

1.1.5 Goals

The planning framework and policies of this Plan are based on a number of goals which
have been derived based on a reflection and interpretation of provincial policy and its
application to Dufferin County. The goals of the County Official Plan include:

a) Foster the creation of complete, healthy, and sustainable communities and
enhance the quality of life for all residents.

b) Direct the majority of growth to the settlement areas to preserve and protect
agricultural areas and the rural and natural character of the County.

c) Protect agricultural areas and recognize the importance of agriculture in the
County and ensure its continued viability by promoting a range of agricultural uses,
activities and complimentary uses.



f)

g)

k)

q)

Protect, mineral, aggregates, and petroleum resources for their long-term use in a
manner that is socially and environmentally responsible.

Protect, enhance and restore natural resources, including surface and groundwater
resources to provide safe drinking water, promote water conservation, and
recognize the importance of the County as an important headwater area.

Protect natural heritage features and the environment and foster the creation of an
enhanced and connected natural heritage system, and recognize the importance of
Provincially significant features and land forms such as the Niagara Escarpment
Area, the Oak Ridges Moraine, and the Greenbelt Plan Area.

Direct development away from human-made and natural hazards which may result
in damages to property or persons.

Protect significant cultural heritage and archaeological resources and the history
and defining character of the County.

Promote economic development and diversification by encouraging and
accommodating a wide range of commercial and industrial development to
increase local employment opportunities.

Encourage the growth and vitality of the core commercial areas and historic
downtowns through infill, intensification and redevelopment which is appropriate to
the local context and character.

Encourage the provision of a range of housing opportunities of varying densities
and tenures, including the construction of affordable housing and special needs
housing.

Maintain and enhance the County’s rural areas and character and significant
environmental features and resources.

Promote the County’s natural heritage and recreational assets to support economic
development and tourism.

Promote active transportation and healthy lifestyles through an integrated and
connected trail, parks and open space system.

Promote an integrated transportation system which meets the needs of the
residents and foster economic development opportunities.

Promote modern and robust telecommunications and utilities infrastructure which
meets the needs of the County and growing businesses.

Ensure the coordination of planning and land use matters amongst the local
municipalities and adjacent municipalities.



1.2

Organization and Structure of the Official Plan

This Plan includes several interrelated components, which must be read together in order
to determine those policies that have an impact on any land within the County.

The Official Plan is organized into seven sections:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

Section 1 — Introduction is for information purposes. It provides the background
and the basis for the preparation of the Plan. Within this section, important over-
arching land use goals and objectives are provided which establish the framework
within which the policies of the Plan have been prepared and should be read to
understand the intent behind the policies.

Section 2 — Growth and Settlement Areas provides policies related to growth
management, the County’s community settlement structure, housing and
affordability, community design and revitalization, and protection of cultural
heritage resources.

Section 3 — Countryside Areas provides policies related to uses with the
County’s agricultural areas and rural areas, including mineral, aggregate and
natural resources.

Section 4 — Natural Heritage and Water Resources provides policies related to
natural heritage features, water resources, and sourcewater protection.

Section 5 — Natural and Human Made Hazards provides policies related to the
protection of public health and safety associated with risks of flooding, steep
slopes, waste disposal sites, contaminated lands and other potential hazards.

Section 6 — Transportation, Infrastructure and Servicing provides policies
related to physical infrastructure, including water and wastewater systems, the
transportation systems, as well as active transportation, utilities and
telecommunication networks, energy efficiency and conservation, and the
coordination of infrastructure.

Section 7 — Implementation and Interpretation provides policies which describe
the mechanisms and processes to implement the policies of the Plan, and an
understanding of how the Official Plan should be read including how certain words
should be interpreted and how they are defined.

The Plan is supported by the following schedules, which are described in the policies in
order to enhance the understanding of the Plan:

Schedule A — Provincial Plans

Schedule B and B1 — Community Structure and Land Use
Schedule C — Agricultural Area

Schedule D — Aggregate Resource Areas

Schedule E — Waste Disposal Sites

Schedule F — Transportation



e Schedule G and G1 — Active Transportation (Trails and Cycling)

The Plan also contains Appendices which do not form a part of the Official Plan but are
provided solely for information purposes to assist in interpreting the Plan.

1.2.1 Relationship with Lower-tier Municipalities

The County Official Plan provides general County-level policy direction and a planning
framework to guide the physical, social, economic, and environmental management of the
County and address matters of County significance. The policies of this Plan are further
implemented through more detailed land use and development policies in the local
municipal official plans. All local municipal official plans and zoning by-laws are required
to conform to the County Official Plan.



2.0 GROWTH AND SETTLEMENT AREAS

Growth in the County will be managed by focusing and promoting growth within settlement
areas, thereby optimizing the use of existing infrastructure, developing complete
communities, and protecting the natural environment and agricultural areas. The majority
of future growth will be directed to the urban settlement areas that are on full municipal
services, and to a lesser extent to the community settlement areas which are able to
accommodate additional growth.

The County’s settlement areas will be the focus of growth and accommodate a range of
land uses and opportunities for intensification, infill and redevelopment that can
accommodate the anticipated growth. The intent of this section is to establish the policy
framework that will provide the basis for coordinating and managing growth in the County.
Schedule B and the related policies identify the fundamental community structure of the
County and provide guidance for long-term growth over the planning horizon.

2.1 Objectives

The County’s growth management objectives include:

a) Foster the creation of complete, healthy, and vibrant communities and enhance the
quality of life for all residents by directing the majority of growth and development
to the settlement areas to preserve and protect agricultural areas.

b) Provide a settlement structure for directing and managing growth and development
in the County over a 20-year planning horizon.

c) Promote a settlement structure which directs the majority of urban development on
full municipal services to the County’s three urban settlement areas which include
the: Town of Orangeville, Town of Shelburne and Town of Grand Valley urban
area.

d) Promote development patterns in settlement areas that efficiently use land,
resources, infrastructure, and public service facilities, through compact urban
forms, a mix of land uses and appropriate densities.

e) Encourage opportunities for redevelopment, revitalization and intensification in
appropriate locations and of a scale and character of development that is
compatible with the community.

f) Encourage economic development opportunities through the protection of
employment areas and providing an appropriate range and mix of uses to meet
long-term needs and attract businesses to the County.

g) Encourage the provisions of a broad range of housing types and affordability to
meet the needs of the existing and future residents of the County.
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2.2 Growth Projections
2.2.1 Growth Forecasts

The County’s population and employment growth forecasts guide planning decisions over
the planning horizon. In accordance with the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden
Horseshoe, the County and local municipalities should plan to accommodate a population
of approximately 81,000 persons and 31,000 jobs to 2036.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The population and employment projections in Table 2.1 will form the basis for

planning and growth management activities, in particular the establishment of land
needs to accommodate growth to 2036.

b) The County and local municipalities will monitor population and employment
forecasts on an on-going basis in accordance with policies of Section 7.3 of this
Plan, and no less than every 5 years.

¢) There are sufficient designated employment lands within the local municipalities to
accommodate employment growth to 2036. The maijority of employment growth will
be directed to designated employment areas within the urban settlement areas;
community settlement areas and designated rural employment areas will continue to
provide opportunities for a range of employment uses of a dry industrial nature.

d) The County and local municipalities are encouraged to undertake long-range
planning for infrastructure and public service facilities beyond the 20-year planning

horizon established in this Plan.
Table 2.1 — Dufferin County Population and Employment Forecasts
Population Employment
2031 2036 2041 2031 2036 2041
Dufferin County 80,000 81,000 85,000 29,000 31,000 32,000

Source: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe (Schedule 3), June 2013




2.2.2 Growth Allocations

Dufferin County is responsible for the allocation of growth to the local municipalities.
Based on the identified growth forecasts, this Plan allocates population and employment
growth to each of the local municipalities based on the growth management framework
and community structure policies of this Plan.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The population and employment forecasts and allocations provided in Table 2.2a
and 2.2b, respectively, will be used to identify associated land needs in the local
municipal official plans over the planning horizon.

b) The majority of future growth will be directed to the County’s three urban settlement
areas which include the: Town of Orangeville, Town of Shelburne and Town of
Grand Valley urban area.

c) Itis recognized that at the time this Official Plan was prepared, the County was
unable to allocate the total population growth forecasts identified in Table 2.1, which
has resulted in an unallocated population to 2036 as identified in Table 2.2a.

d) The allocation of the unallocated population is intended to be accommodated
primarily within the urban settlement areas and is largely contingent upon the local
municipalities demonstrating that full municipal services are available or planned to
accommodate the additional population growth. Section 2.5 outlines the municipal
comprehensive review requirements for considering the future allocation of the
unallocated population growth and associated settlement area boundary
expansions.



Table 2.2a - Population Forecasts and Allocations to Local Municipalities

Population
2011 Stats Population Population Population
Canada Forecastto Forecastto Forecastto
(excluding 2031 2036 2041
under-count)
Orangeville 27,975 36,490* 36,490* 36,490*
Shelburne 5,846 10,000* 10,000* 10,000*
Grand Valley 2,726 7,478* 7,503* 7,528*
Grand Valley Urban 1,481 6,050* 6,050* 6,050~
Grand Valley Rural 1,245 1,428 1,453 1,478
Amaranth 3,963 4,680 4710 4.840
East Garafraxa 2,595 3,150 3,180 3,290
Melancthon 2,839 3,410 3,430 3,540
Mono 7,546 9,770 9,890 10,340
Mulmur 3,391 4,290 4,340 4,520
Sub-Total (Excluding ) 79.268 79543 80,548
Unallocated)
Future allocated ) 732 1,457 4,452
growth
Total for the County 56,881 80,000 81,000 85,000

of Dufferin

* Population forecasts are constrained due to servicing feasibility.
Source: Statistics Canada National Household Survey 2011, MOI Letter, August 2010, MMM, C4SE
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Table 2.2b — Employment Forecasts and Allocations to Local Municipalities

Employment Employment Employment Employment
2011 Stats Forecast to Forecast to Forecast to
Canada 2031 2036 2041

Orangeville 14,681 19,171 20,544 21,193
Shelburne 2,866 4,235 4,559 4,769
Grand Valley 634 1,170 1,213 1,272
Amaranth 701 685 708 699
East Garafraxa 295 322 338 341
Melancthon 332 273 266 251
Mono 1,851 2,387 2,566 2,652
Mulmur 640 757 805 822
Total for the 22,000 29,000 31,000 32,000

County of Dufferin

Source: Statistics Canada National Household Survey 2011, MMM, C4SE

2.3 Settlement Structure

The settlement structure for the County promotes the development of complete
communities, which meet immediate and future needs by providing access to a full range
and mix of housing, employment and shopping opportunities, a range of local community
services and facilities, recreational and open space opportunities, convenient
transportation choices, and the protection and enhancement of agricultural areas, rural
areas and natural resources.

2.3.1 General Settlement Area Policies
It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The majority of growth will be directed to the County’s settlement areas to focus
public and private investment in built-up areas and to preserve the agricultural area
and the natural heritage features and areas.

b) Settlement areas will provide for development patterns that efficiently use land,
resources, infrastructure, and public service facilities. Settlement areas promote the

development of healthy and sustainable communities through compact urban forms,
efficient use of infrastructure, and the provision of a range of land uses.
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c) The County supports and promotes healthy, diverse and vibrant settlement areas
within each of the local municipalities where all County residents, including special
interest and needs groups can live, work and enjoy recreational opportunities.

d) Schedule B illustrates the planned settlement structure for the County over the
planning horizon. Table 2.3 identifies the County’s settlement areas which are
categorized as urban settlement areas and community settlement areas, and are
subject to the General Settlement Area policies of Section 2.3.1, and the policies of
Section 2.3.2 and 2.3.3 where applicable.

Table 2.3 — Settlement Areas
Urban Settlement Areas
Town of Orangeville

Town of Shelburne

Town of Grand Valley (Urban Settlement Area)

Community Settlement Areas

Township of Amaranth Laurel
Waldemar
Farmington

Township of East Garafraxa Marsville
Orton

Town of Grand Valley Colbeck
Monticello

Township of Melancthon Horning’s Mills
Corbetton
Riverview

Town of Mono Cardinal Woods
Purple Hill
Hockley Village
Camilla
Mono Centre

Township of Mulmur Mansfield
Terra Nova
Honeywood
Rosemont
Primrose
Violet Hill

e) Local municipal official plans will detail where within the settlement area
designations various types of land uses will be located. Healthy and complete
communities will be encouraged, where appropriate, with a diverse mix of land uses,
a range and mix of employment and housing types, high quality public open space
and convenient access to local services.

f) Local municipalities are encouraged to establish land use patterns based on
densities and a mix of land uses which meet the following:
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Efficiently use land, resources, infrastructure and public service facilities which
are planned or available.

Avoid the need for unnecessary and/or uneconomical expansion of
infrastructure.

Minimize negative impacts to air quality and climate change and promote
energy efficiency.

Support active transportation, are transit supportive, where transit exists, is
planned, or may be developed in the future, and are freight-supportive, where
appropriate.

Are appropriate to the type of sewage and water systems which are planned or
available.

g) Local municipalities are encouraged to promote the long term economic prosperity of
settlement areas by:

Vi.

Vii.
viii.

Promote development within settlement areas that is compact, mixed use,
pedestrian oriented, with a broad range of housing types, services and
amenities available for all residents.

Provide a supply of land to meet long term requirements.

Identify appropriate locations and promote opportunities for redevelopment,
intensification and revitalization in areas that have sufficient existing or
planned infrastructure.

Provide for infrastructure and public service facilities to accommodate
projected growth. Provide for an efficient, cost effective, reliable, multimodal
transportation system, where existing or planned, that is integrated with
adjacent systems and those of other jurisdictions and is appropriate to address
expected growth.

Reduce dependence on the automobile through the development of mixed
use, transit supportive and pedestrian oriented environments.

Increase the opportunity for job creation within each municipality by attracting
and maintaining industries and businesses closer to where County residents
live.

Conserve energy and water by providing for energy and water efficiency.
Maintain the well-being of downtowns and mainstreets.

Optimize the long term availability, viability and use of agricultural and other
resources.

Plan so that major facilities such as transportation corridors, sewage treatment
facilities, waste management systems, industries and aggregate activities and
sensitive land uses are appropriately designed, buffered and/or separated from
each other to prevent adverse effects from odour, noise and other
contaminants.

h) Local municipalities are encouraged to develop growth management strategies as
part of their official plans and to establish the type, amount, location and timing of
growth and development including a servicing strategy that is in keeping with the
servicing and growth forecasts within this Plan.

i) The establishment of new settlement areas is not permitted by this Plan.
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2.3.2 Urban Settlement Areas

The urban settlement areas function as the primary centres for growth, development and
urban activities. Urban settlement areas will be the focus of residential, commercial,
community-related employment, industrial, institutional, entertainment, cultural,
recreational and open space uses.

It will be the policy of the County that:
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a) Urban settlement areas and their boundaries are identified on Schedule B, and
include the Town of Orangeville, Town of Shelburne and the urban area of Grand
Valley.

b) Urban settlement areas will be the focus of growth and will accommodate a broad
range of uses. The range of permitted uses and associated land use policies will be
established in the local municipal official plans and in accordance with the policies of
this Plan.

c) Urban settlement areas will have full municipal sewage services, water and
stormwater management services, and provide a range of land uses and densities, a
mix of housing types including affordable housing options and alternative housing
forms for special needs groups, and be designed to be walkable communities with
opportunities for public transit.

d) All new development within urban settlement areas will only occur on full municipal
water services and municipal sewage services, unless there are interim servicing
policies in the local municipal official plan.

e) Expansions to the boundaries of an urban settlement area will only occur in
accordance with the County municipal comprehensive review policies in Section 2.5
of this Plan.

f) Local municipalities are encouraged to identify and promote intensification, infill and
redevelopment of designated and vacant and/or underutilized sites, and areas in
transition in the urban settlement areas, taking into account existing building stock
and the availability of suitable existing or planned infrastructure and public service
facilities to accommodate projected needs, and in accordance with the intensification
policies in Section 2.4.

g) Historic downtowns and main street areas should be maintained and/or enhanced
through development that is compatible with the existing character of these areas.
Mixed use development and an accessible pedestrian oriented streetscape are
encouraged.

h) The redevelopment of greyfield and brownfield sites is encouraged.

i) Cost effective development patterns and those which minimize land consumption
and reduce servicing costs are encouraged. Land use patterns which may cause
environmental, heritage preservation or public health and safety concerns will be
avoided.



2.3.3 Community Settlement Areas

Community settlement areas include small villages and rural hamlets. Community
settlement areas include settlement areas that have historically been identified and
delineated in the local municipal official plans and are identified on Schedule B.
Community settlement areas may continue to experience limited growth through
appropriate infilling and development of vacant lands, in accordance with the County and
local municipal official plan.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Community settlement areas are identified on Schedule B, and their boundaries will
be established in the local municipal official plans.

b) Community settlement areas may continue to experience limited growth through
infilling and development of vacant lands by way of consents or plans of subdivision
as appropriate, in addition to limited residential intensification. It is recognized that
certain community settlement areas may not accommodate additional growth and
development, as established in the local municipal official plans.

¢) The range of permitted uses and associated land use policies will be established in
the local municipal official plans and in accordance with the policies of this Plan.

d) Community settlement areas will maintain a rural settlement character and evolve as
service and residential centres for their surrounding rural areas, where appropriate.

e) Expansions of the boundaries of a community settlement area will only occur in
accordance with the municipal comprehensive review policies in Section 2.5 of this
Plan.

f) Growth will be primarily accommodated on partial services (municipal
water/individual on-site sewage services or individual on-site water/municipal
sewage services) in accordance with the servicing policies of Section 6.3.

2.4 Intensification and Greenfield Development

Residential development through intensification is efficient, cost-effective, and reduces the
need to develop land within the County’s designated greenfield areas. Residential
intensification also reduces the need for settlement area expansions encroaching into the
County’s Agricultural Area, and contributes to the protection of prime agricultural areas.
The following represents the County’s approach to achieving intensification both within the
built boundary/built-up area and through new greenfield developments over the planning
horizon.

2.4.1 Built Boundary

A built boundary and/or built-up area has been identified for the County’s three urban
settlement areas and is shown on Schedule B1 to this Plan. Land within the built
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boundary of the County will be subject to the County’s intensification policies, as
established by Section 2.4.2 of this Plan.

It will be the policy of the County that:

24.2

a) A built boundary/built-up area for the urban settlement areas of Orangeuville,

Shelburne and the Grand Valley are identified through the Growth Plan for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe and shown on Schedule B1. All community settlement
areas have a built-up area that is made up of existing developed areas within the
settlement area.

b) Any development occurring within the County’s built boundary/built-up area will be

considered when measuring the County’s progress towards achieving its
intensification goals.

Intensification

The County supports residential intensification and redevelopment within the settlement
areas in order to increase their vitality, offer a range of housing choices, efficiently use
land and optimize the use of infrastructure and public service facilities. Intensification is
intended to accommodate a significant amount of new development in the County,
however, it is recognized that the type, form and scale of intensification will vary across
the County based on local conditions and characteristics.

It will be the policy of the County to:
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a) Recognize that there are limited opportunities for intensification, and the County will

encourage intensification within the existing built boundary/built-up area wherever
feasible and appropriate. By the year 2015 and for each year thereafter the County
and local municipalities will strive to achieve the minimum intensification targets for
all residential development occurring within the municipality to be within the built
boundary/built-up area as identified in Table 2.4.

Table 2.4 — Minimum Intensification Targets
Minimum Intensification

Target (%)
Grand Valley (urban area) 7
Orangeville 50
Shelburne 24
Dufferin County 37

b) Recognize that all land located within the County’s built boundary/built-up area may

not necessarily be suitable or appropriate for large-scale intensification, the County
will encourage intensification within urban settlement areas and community
settlement areas that is of an appropriate scale and character. Intensification will
only be encouraged subject to other policies of this Plan, including the availability of
servicing, and the protection of existing stable neighbourhoods.



¢) Local municipal official plans will identify appropriate locations and the type and form
of intensification to be promoted. Intensification will include any of the following:

small scale intensification through modifications to an existing dwelling to
include a second unit or construction of a new building containing one or two
units (including the development of accessory residential dwellings, secondary
dwelling units, and the development of garden suites, as guided by the policies
of Section 2.7;

infill residential development and new residential development of vacant land
or underutilized land in existing neighbourhoods;

redevelopment which includes either the replacement of existing residential
uses with compatible new residential developments at a high density or the
replacement of non-residential uses with compatible residential or mixed use
development with a residential component; and/or

Infill development and redevelopment of vacant land or underutilized land for
employment, commercial and mixed use development.

d) The following criteria will assist the County and local municipalities in the evaluation
and consideration of applications for intensification:

Vi.

Vii.

viii.

the proposed development is located within the built boundary/built-up area;
the proposed development provides a diverse and compatible mix of land uses
including residential uses and potentially commercial or employment uses, to
support vibrant neighbourhoods;

the existing water and sewage services can accommodate the additional
development;

the road network can accommodate the traffic generated;

sufficient parking is provided;

the proposed development is adequately serviced by parks, schools and other
community infrastructure;

the proposed development supports transit, where available, walking and
cycling for everyday activities;

the development proposal provides for high quality public open spaces with
site design and urban design standards that create attractive and vibrant
places;

the proposed development is compatible with the existing development and
the physical character and scale of adjacent buildings, streetscapes, and
surrounding neighbourhood, and provides appropriate transition of built forms
to adjacent uses; and

the proposed development is consistent with the policies of the appropriate
land use designation associated with the land.

e) The County and local municipalities will monitor intensification activity and, based on
the results, undertake the appropriate actions to ensure that opportunities exist for
intensification over the planning horizon.

f) Within the urban settlement areas, local municipalities will develop and implement
through their official plans and other supporting documents, policies and strategies
to phase in and achieve the intensification and intensification targets, which will
include the following:

be based on the growth forecasts identified in this Plan;
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Vi.

incorporates the built boundary for urban settlement areas as illustrated on
Schedule B1;

encourages and facilitates intensification throughout the built-up area;
identifies intensification areas which provide appropriate locations and local
municipal official plan policies for achieving the intensification targets, including
the appropriate type, scale and character of development in the intensification
areas;

plans for a range and mix of housing, taking into consideration affordable
housing needs and targets; and

appropriately addresses the intensification criteria identified in Section d)
above for considering an application for intensification.

2.4.3 New Greenfield Development

The County supports compact and efficient land use patterns through the development of
designated greenfield areas within settlement areas.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Land located outside of the built boundary/built-up area, as described in Section
2.4.1, but within the settlement area boundary, as illustrated on Schedule B1,
represents the County’s designated greenfield areas. Development within the
County’s designated greenfield areas will be planned to achieve minimum density
targets as indicated in Table 2.5. The density target will be measured in accordance
with the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe.

Table 2.5 — Minimum New Greenfield Development Density Targets

Density Target (residents and
jobs combined per hectare)

Grand Valley (urban area) 44
Orangeville 46
Shelburne 41
Dufferin County 44

b) Local municipalities will develop and implement official plan policies, including
phasing policies and other strategies for designated greenfield areas to achieve the
density targets.

¢) The County encourages the local municipalities to prepare Secondary Plans for new
greenfield areas.
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2.5 Settlement Area Expansions

The County’s long term prosperity, environmental health and social well-being depends on
wisely managing change and promoting efficient land use and development patterns
which minimize impacts on agricultural areas and the natural environment.

It is recognized that the County’s settlement structure as identified on Schedule B does
not provide sufficient land for the County as a whole, to accommodate all residential
growth as forecasted over the planning horizon. As such, it is anticipated that settlement
area expansions will be required over the planning horizon.

2.5.1 Urban Settlement Areas
2.5.1.1 County Municipal Comprehensive Review

Expansions to urban settlement area boundaries will only be considered through a County
municipal comprehensive review of this Plan. A County municipal comprehensive review

is a County Official Plan review, which may be initiated by the County or local municipality
or adopted at any time by Dufferin County.

A County municipal comprehensive review, for the purposes of a settlement area
expansion, must demonstrate that:

a) sufficient opportunities to accommodate forecasted growth are not available within
the existing settlement area within the municipality in which the settlement area is
located, through intensification, redevelopment and in designated greenfield areas,
using the identified intensification target and density target, or sufficient opportunities
are not available within the County as a result of locational, economic, or servicing
considerations;

b) the expansion makes sufficient land available to accommodate the forecasted
growth not exceeding the horizon of this Plan;

c¢) the timing of the expansion and phasing of development will not adversely affect the
achievement of the County’s intensification policies and the density target for the
designated greenfield areas;

d) the proposed expansion is an efficient, sustainable, and logical extension of the
settlement area and the existing or planned infrastructure, services, and facilities
required to accommodate the proposed expansion are suitable for the development
over the long term, are financially viable over their life cycle, and protect public
health and safety and the natural environment;

e) the land is physically suitable for development, considering any constraints to

development, including topography, hazard lands, natural heritage features, areas,
and systems, and natural resources;
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f) where applicable, the proposed expansion will meet the requirements of the Growth
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, Greenbelt Plan, Niagara Escarpment Plan
and Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan;

g) where the expansion is considered on Agricultural Areas, the lands do not comprise
specialty crop areas, and the lands comprise lower priority agricultural areas, unless
there are no reasonable alternatives to lower priority agricultural areas;

h) the expanding settlement area is in compliance with the Province’s Minimum
Distance Separation Formulae;

i) the transportation system can accommodate the additional volume of traffic and
demand for services;

j) a suitable plan for phasing, financing, and constructing of the infrastructure for the
expansion is demonstrated;

k) there is an adequate supply of land designated for employment within or in the
immediate vicinity of the settlement area to plan to maintain or move towards
accommodating a minimum of one full-time job per three residents within or in the
immediate vicinity of the settlement area;

I) the proposed expansion will not negatively impact cultural heritage resources; and
m)where appropriate, cross-jurisdictional issues are considered.

An amendment to this Plan will be required in conjunction with a local municipal official
plan amendment that provides for the settlement area expansion.

2.5.1.2 Shelburne Urban Settlement Area Expansion

It is recognized that at the time the County Official Plan was being prepared the Town of
Shelburne had been actively advancing work to support an expansion to the urban
settlement area to accommodate a total population of approximately 10,000 persons.
Section 2.2.1 allocates a total population of 10,000 persons to Shelburne based on the
Town demonstrating the provision of adequate servicing feasibility to accommodate the
forecasted population. However, it is recognized that additional work is required to satisfy
municipal comprehensive review requirements to support the settlement area expansion
and designate the additional lands required for future growth.

Notwithstanding the County municipal comprehensive review requirements identified in
Section 2.5.1.1, the following municipal comprehensive review requirements will apply in
considering a settlement area expansion to Shelburne to accommodate a total population
of approximately 10,000 persons:

a) the expansion makes sufficient land available to accommodate a maximum of

10,000 persons, and meets the identified intensification target and density target in
this Plan;
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b) the proposed expansion takes into consideration the employment forecasts, based
on a review of the Town’s employment land supply and associated land needs;

c) the proposed expansion is an efficient, sustainable, and logical extension of the
urban settlement area and the existing or planned infrastructure, services, and
facilities required to accommodate the proposed expansion can be provided in a
financially and environmentally sustainable manner;

d) the land is physically suitable for development, considering any constraints to
development, including topography, hazard lands, natural heritage features, areas,
and systems, and natural resources;

e) where applicable, the proposed expansion will meet the requirements of the Growth
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe;

f) the expanding settlement area is in compliance with the Province’s Minimum
Distance Separation Formulae;

g) the transportation system can accommodate the additional volume of traffic and
demand for services;

h) a suitable plan for phasing, financing, and constructing of the infrastructure for the
expansion is demonstrated;

i) there is an adequate supply of land designated Employment within or in the
immediate vicinity of the urban settlement area to plan to maintain or move towards
accommodating a minimum of one full-time job per three residents within or in the
immediate vicinity of the settlement area;

j) the proposed expansion will not negatively impact cultural heritage resources; and
k) where appropriate, cross-jurisdictional issues are considered.

An amendment to this Plan will be required in conjunction with a local municipal official
plan amendment that provides for the settlement area expansion.

2.5.2 Community Settlement Areas

The community settlement areas provide sufficient land to accommodate the forecasted
population and employment growth over the planning horizon. While community
settlement area expansions are not anticipated over the horizon of this Plan, a municipality
may undertake a local municipal comprehensive review to adjust the boundaries of a
community settlement area within the municipality, provided the adjustment would
maintain or reduce the aggregate amount of land within the municipality’s community
settlement areas, and in accordance with the local municipal comprehensive review
requirements of Section 2.5.2.1.

Where a community settlement area expansion is being considered which would increase

the aggregate amount of land within a municipality’'s community settlement area, the
County municipal comprehensive review requirements of Section 2.5.1.1 will apply.
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2.5.2.1 Local Municipal Comprehensive Review

The County encourages local municipalities to undertake a local municipal comprehensive
review of its community settlement areas that would identify the most and least
appropriate locations for growth. Expansions to the aggregate amount of land within the
community settlement area is not permitted through a local municipal comprehensive
review. A local municipal comprehensive review is distinguished from a County municipal
comprehensive review as defined in Section 2.5.1.1 of this Plan. A local municipal
comprehensive review may recommend alterations to one or more community settlement
area boundaries provided such adjustment would maintain or reduce the aggregate
amount of land within the community settlement areas in the respective local municipality.

A local municipal comprehensive review, for the purposes of an adjustment to the
community settlement area boundaries, shall follow, at a minimum, the requirements listed
below:

a) Pre-consult with the County to establish the appropriate methodology, analysis and
level of detail to be undertaken to sufficiently qualify the conclusions of the local
municipal comprehensive review.

b) Review the growth forecasts and allocations to the municipality, and current Census
information as the basis of the analysis.

c) Compile the aggregate amount of employment and residential land, including
vacant, built, brownfield and other land within each community settlement area.

d) Identify and assess the extent of land use constraints to the build-out of each
community settlement area. Land use constraints may include such factors as
environmental, hazards, lack of services, soil types, topography, traffic and access,
locational factors, fragmented ownership, contamination, and the compatibility of
surrounding land uses. Local municipalities may identify additional constraints for
assessment.

e) Determine the population that could be accommodated in each community
settlement area under existing conditions given the site and area characteristics and
constraints.

f) ldentify and analyze the intensification opportunities within the built-up and
greenfield areas of each community settlement area.

g) Prepare a Master Servicing Report outlining the method of servicing available and
planned for the community settlement areas. This Report must include an analysis
of costs and efficiencies associated with adjusting the community settlement area
boundary.

h) In the event that the review concludes that one or more community settlement area
boundaries should be altered, then any adjustment must meet the following tests:
i. That there are no reasonable alternatives on lower priority agricultural lands in
prime agricultural areas;
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ii. The lands do not comprise specialty crop areas;

iii. Thatthe expansion of any community settlement area shall be limited to, as a
first priority, areas that are fully serviced with municipal sewage and water
services; and secondly, areas that will be serviced with private communal
sewage services and municipal water services. Expansions to any community
settlement area based solely on individual on-site sewage and water services
will not be permitted;

iv. the expanding community settlement area is in compliance with the Minimum
Distance Separation Formulae; and

v. The aggregate amount of land within all community settlement areas shall be
maintained or reduced as a result of the community settlement area boundary
adjustment(s).

i) The recommendations of the local municipal comprehensive review will not be
finalized until the local municipal official plan has been approved by the County to
incorporate any proposed community settlement area boundary alterations.

2.6 Economic Development

In order to respond to changing economic conditions, this Plan encourages an appropriate
settlement structure to accommodate evolving needs as they relate to economic activity,
while balancing social, cultural, and natural environment and other initiatives, and
encourages the creation of complete communities.

Agriculture and the extraction and management of aggregate resources remains an
important industry and employs a large percentage of the County’s working population.
The success of the County’s agriculture industry is evident through the continuation of
viable traditional agriculture and related processes.

It will be the policy of the County to:

a) Require local municipal official plans to designate and protect for employment areas
and provide for an appropriate mix and range of economic development activities
and employment uses, and the necessary infrastructure to meet long-term needs.

b) Encourage opportunities to support local food, and promote the sustainability of agri-
food and agri-product businesses by protecting agricultural resources, and
minimizing land use conflicts.

c) Protect and enhance the natural heritage features and areas in the County in order
to maintain and enhance the tourism and recreational opportunities that rely upon
these attributes.

d) Provide leadership and encourage local municipalities, economic development
activities and organizations, to promote economic development initiatives and
community investment-readiness.

e) Encourage the development of interesting and accessible public places to generate
activity and vitality.
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f) Encourage new development and redevelopment on greyfield and brownfield sites.

g) Encourage the use of Community Improvement Plans to proactively stimulate
community improvement, rehabilitation and revitalization of areas in need of
improvement.

h) Support the efforts of local municipalities and arts and cultural groups to identify and
encourage the use of public space for events and festivals.

i) Encourage minimizing the negative impacts from a changing climate and
considering the ecological benefits provided by nature.

2.6.1 Locations of Economic Activity

This Plan promotes economic activity throughout the County, provided it is compatible and
meets the policies of this Plan and local municipal official plan. This Plan focuses specific
types and scale of economic activity in the local environment best suited to their success,
and relies on the local municipal official plans to identify and protect for areas of economic
development activity.

It will be the policy of the County to:
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a) Work with local municipalities and economic development organizations to promote
opportunities for economic activity by developing County-wide strategies for the
benefit of all, recognizing that unique strategies may be required in certain areas to
reflect the local context and community make-up and focus specific economic
activities in close proximity to the resources, amenities and forms of existing
development they require to thrive.

b) Focus new industrial and employment-related development in settlement areas,
while also permitting appropriate rural industrial and commercial growth in
accordance with the policies of this Plan.

¢) Promote the growth of tourism throughout the County in appropriate locations.
Tourism uses will be encouraged in close proximity to areas of natural and
recreational amenity, areas of natural heritage appreciation, and natural resources
and amenities.

d) Promote commercial, retail and office employment uses in the urban settlement
areas to create strong central business district environments.

e) Promote commercial uses, which support agricultural uses, on rural lands, where
proximity to agriculture operations is necessary.

f) Promote the expansion and development of transportation, and telecommunications
infrastructure to increase the locational advantage of existing and proposed
business and employment uses.

g) Support the long-term protection of employment areas within the County, which
include employment areas in proximity to major goods movement facilities and



corridors and along major transportation corridors including Highway 9, 10, and 89,
for those uses that require those locations. The County and local municipalities may
plan beyond 20 years for the long term protection of employment areas provided the
lands are not designated beyond the planning horizon, in accordance with the 2041
employment forecasts identified in Table 2.2b.

2.6.2 Employment Land Conversions

The County encourages the protection of employment areas and discourages the
conversion of employment areas unless suitable justification is provided.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Proposals to convert lands within an employment area designation in a local
municipal official plan to another type of land use will be reviewed through a
municipal comprehensive review. An Amendment to this Plan will not be required to
implement an employment area conversion that is within a settlement area in a local
municipal official plan. The intent of this policy is to ensure that an adequate supply
of employment land for a wide variety of employment uses is available at all times in
the County. In considering a request to remove lands from an employment or
industrial designation, it will be demonstrated that:

i there is a need for the conversion;

ii.  the municipality will meet the employment forecasts allocated to the
municipality in accordance with this Plan;

iii.  the conversion will not adversely affect the overall viability of the
employment area, and achievement of the intensification target, density
target, and other policies of this Plan;

iv.  there is existing or planned infrastructure available to accommodate the
proposed conversion;

v. the lands are not required over the long term for the employment purposes
for which they are designated; and

vi.  cross-jurisdictional issues have been considered.

2.6.3 Tourism and Recreation

The policies of this Plan are intended to recognize the importance of tourism and
recreation-based activities to the local economies by supporting the long-term viability and
growth of existing and future tourism resources and destinations in the County. The
County offers a range of tourism assets and opportunities which should be enhanced,
including agricultural uses and related tourism opportunities, natural amenity and
recreational-based tourism uses, cultural and heritage resources, and parks, open spaces
and trails.

It will be the policy of the County to:

a) Work with local municipalities and organizations to promote agricultural, agri-tourism
and resource-based recreational and tourism uses in the County.

b) Existing resource-based recreational uses, such as recreational resorts, ski clubs,
associated recreational dwellings, and other similar type uses are permitted within
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the Countryside Area subject to the policies of this Plan and the local municipal
official plan. This Plan supports the continuation and expansion, where appropriate,
of existing uses to accommodate new resource-based recreational development and
uses. The local municipal official plans will appropriately designate resource-based
recreational uses and clearly establish the extent of permitted uses, including
accessory uses, and associated land use policies. Expansions to existing resource-
based recreational uses will be in accordance with policies of this Plan and the local
municipal official plan, and will not require an amendment to this Plan. Where
expansions are considered in the Agricultural Area, the policies of Section 3.2.3.1 of
this Plan apply.

Encourage local municipalities to undertake the preparation of Recreation Area
Master Plans to promote and facilitate natural heritage and recreation-based tourism
opportunities, including the Mansfield North Recreation Area and Hockley Valley
Resort Area. Recreation Area Master Plans should be implemented by way of
amendment to the local municipal official plan, and will generally provide for:

i. The promotion of resource-based recreation and tourism development which
will accommodate appropriate accessory uses and activities, including
recreation related residential developments and limited commercial
development.

ii. An appropriate servicing strategy to accommodate the proposed uses and in
an environmentally and fiscally responsible manner.

iii. The protection of the natural environment and natural heritage features and
minimize potential impacts on the surrounding agricultural areas, rural areas
and rural character.

iv. The development of recreational uses and expansions to existing recreational
uses in prime agricultural areas will be in accordance with the policies of
Section 3.2.3.1 of this Plan.

d) The County and local municipalities are encouraged to promote the provision of

equestrian trails, where appropriate in the countryside area.

2.7 Housing and Affordability

Planning for the human environment promotes the community’s quality of life and ensures
that housing for special needs of socio-economic groups such as seniors, the physically
challenged, and low-income persons are being met.

2.7.1 Housing

The provision of housing is an essential part of planning in the County and
accommodating the forecasted growth. It is desirable to have close cooperation between
all levels of government and the private sector in order to provide for sufficient, diverse
and affordable housing opportunities, and maintain a stable residential housing market.

2.7.1.1 Supply of Land for Housing

It will be the policy of the County that:
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a) Local municipalities are encouraged to provide for an appropriate range of housing
types and densities to meet projected requirements of current and future residents of
the regional market area as outlined below:

i. Maintaining at all times the ability to accommodate residential growth for a
minimum of 10 years through residential intensification, redevelopment and
land which is designated and available for residential development.

ii. Maintaining at all times, where new development is to occur, that land with
servicing capacity is available to provide at least a 3 year supply of residential
units in draft approved and registered plans, or in cases of residential
intensification and redevelopment, land appropriately zoned in the local
municipal zoning by-laws and available for development or redevelopment.

ii. Working with proponents to ensure that a full range of housing types and
densities are provided to meet the anticipated demand and demographic
changes. All forms of housing required to meet the social, health and well-
being of current and future residents, including those with special needs will be
encouraged.

2.7.2 Affordable Housing

The provision of housing that is affordable and accessible to low and moderate-income
households will be a priority. The County has prepared a 10 Year Housing and
Homelessness Plan, 2013, which establishes a plan for the provision of affordable housing
over the next 10 years, and seeks to build upon the County’s supply of affordable housing.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County will encourage local municipalities to implement the Dufferin County 10
Year Housing and Homelessness Plan, and encourage all local municipalities to
undertake more detailed housing strategies that outline opportunities to increase the
supply of affordable housing in their municipality.

b) The County encourages local municipalities to establish and achieve a minimum
affordable housing target for all new development in their official plans. The Dufferin
County 10 Year Housing and Homelessness Plan identified the challenges in setting
specific targets, with urban populations existing in only the three urban settlement
areas. As a result, the County’s goal is to focus on considering affordable housing
opportunities as they become available, and focus affordable housing within the
urban settlement areas which offer residents easy access to existing services,
facilities and infrastructure.

¢) The County will encourage the provision of affordable housing through:

i.  supporting increased residential densities in appropriate locations and a full
range of housing types, provision of adequate land supply, and through
redevelopment and residential intensification opportunities, where appropriate;

ii.  providing infrastructure in a timely manner;

ii.  supporting the reduction of housing costs by streamlining the development
approvals process, and encouraging local municipalities to waive (in full or in
part) municipal fees to encourage the development of affordable housing;
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iv.  negotiating agreements with the public and private sectors to address the
provision of affordably priced housing through the draft plan of subdivision and
condominium approval process;

v.  considering innovative and alternative residential development standards that
facilitate affordable housing and more compact urban forms; and

vi.  considering developing a more detailed housing strategy that outlines annual
housing targets, mixes of housing types, affordability thresholds and related
data.

d) The County and local municipalities will encourage proponents of development,
where appropriate, to ensure that a portion of new housing is affordable, and
available and accessible to a broader range of demographics in the population,
including younger workers and families, lower-income seniors, and renters, and that
an adequate supply is maintained.

e) The local municipalities are encouraged to adopt a Municipal Housing Facilities By-
law to develop affordable housing as a “community facility” under the Municipal Act.
In an effort to facilitate affordable housing the local municipalities may:
i.  enter into capital facility agreements and/or partnerships with both private and
non-profit organizations for affordable housing;
ii. use available grants and loans, including tax-equivalent grants or loans to
encourage the construction of affordable housing; and
iii.  enter into public/private partnerships for the provision of new affordable
housing.

f) The County and local municipalities will encourage innovative and appropriate
housing development that exhibits design, efficiency, and adaptability
characteristics, and may represent non-traditional additions to the County’s housing
stock.

g) The County and local municipalities will actively discourage the conversion of
affordable rental housing stock to a condominium if such conversion results in a
reduction in the amount of rental housing units available to an unacceptable level, as
determined by the County and local municipalities.

h) The County and local municipalities will encourage that affordable housing be
considered when opportunities for redevelopment become available. This includes
the redevelopment of existing single-use and underutilized areas with full municipal
services, such as shopping plazas, business and employment sites and older
commercial and residential areas, especially where the land is in close proximity to
community infrastructure and facilities. Special attention will be given to the design
of buildings, the landscaping treatment and through site plan approval, to ensure
that the proposed redevelopment is physically compatible with the adjacent uses.

i) The County will encourage local municipalities to develop zoning provisions that are
sufficiently flexible to permit a broad and varied range of housing forms, types, sizes
and tenures, except in locations serviced by individual or communal sewage
disposal systems.



j) The County and local municipalities will work with other levels of government to
make surplus land available to providers of affordable housing at little or no cost.

k) The County and local municipalities will permit opportunities for allowing additional
units in existing dwellings related to second residential units provided the lands can
be adequately serviced, there are no undue impacts on adjacent uses, and the
additional units meet the requirements of the Ontario Building Code.

I) The County recognizes the value of older residential neighbourhoods and will
support the maintenance and improvement of established neighbourhoods and older
housing stock through measures such as participation in Federal and Provincial
government programs.

m) The County will encourage the development of low-income housing geared towards
seniors, which may include lower maintenance housing types such as
condominiums and townhouses.

2.7.3 Special Needs Housing and Housing Forms

The County and local municipalities will improve the provision and access to housing for
those people with special needs to encourage social inclusion, including assisted housing
for low-income people, seniors housing, as well as various forms of supportive housing,
including group homes and emergency/transitional housing, subject to the policies of this
Plan and local municipal official plans.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County and local municipalities will work with other agencies, providers and
local groups to assess the extent of the need of housing for those people with
special needs to assist in identifying lands that are available and suitable for special
needs housing.

b) The County and local municipalities will support community agencies interested in
pursuing additional funding from the Provincial Government to address identified
needs for special needs housing.

¢) The County and local municipalities will support the distribution of special needs
housing provided by community groups.

d) When reviewing any proposal for the purposes of establishing, through new
construction or conversion of existing structures, special needs housing, including a
group home, hostel, temporary shelter, emergency shelter or other similar form of
special needs shelter, the County and local municipalities will be satisfied that the
use is compatible with adjacent uses and adequate infrastructure and services are
available to accommodate the use.

e) The County and local municipalities will encourage the provision of housing for
aging-in-place for seniors so that:
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i.  individuals living in a non-healthcare environment, will have access to
municipal services and amenities so that they may carry out their daily life
without having to relocate as their circumstances change; and

i.  where the above is not suitable due to the physical or mental condition of the
individual, independent living, assisted living and skilled nursing is to be
encouraged in residences for seniors, such as in a continuing care retirement
community.

f) The County and local municipalities will encourage the provision of long-term care
facilities that meet the needs of the community.

g) The County and local municipalities will endeavour to provide a barrier-free
environment where possible and meet the requirements of the Ontario Building
Code.

h) The County and local municipalities will have regard for requirements of the
Ontarians with Disabilities Act and will work towards establishing an Accessibility
Committee.

2.7.4 Second Residential Units and Garden Suites

The County supports the provision of second residential units and garden suites as a
means to provide a greater diversity of housing types and housing affordability.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County generally encourages the permission of second residential units within
all single detached, semi-detached, and townhouse dwelling units where a
residential unit is not permitted in an accessory structure to those housing types on
the property. If the principle residential dwelling on the property contains only a
single residential unit, then an accessory structure may contain the second
residential unit on the property.

b) Local municipal official plans and implementing zoning by-laws will contain detailed
policies and requirements relating to second residential units which generally
support their creation, and will have consideration for such matters as: land use
permissions for second residential units, parking requirements, servicing, and
compliance with other relevant municipal and provincial requirements.

¢) Local municipalities are encouraged to establish policies related to garden suites in
their official plans.

2.8 Community Services and Parks and Open Space

The County and local municipalities will endeavour to provide adequate community
services and facilities to meet the needs of the existing and future residents, businesses
and visitors through the provision of adequate opportunities for education, care, parks,
open space and recreation, institutional uses, and cultural and heritage facilities.

30



2.8.1 Community Services and Facilities
It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Where closure and sale of a school is proposed, the open space component of the
school site is encouraged to be retained and incorporated into a redevelopment
proposal while providing opportunities for redevelopment and intensification.

b) A wide-range of alternative educational opportunities will be encouraged to support
life-long learning and skills development, including apprenticeship, co-operative
learning and adult education.

c) The provision of community infrastructure, such as daycare facilities, will be
encouraged within larger development proposals, where practical and appropriate.

d) The County will encourage local municipalities, where practical and appropriate, to
develop plans for the development and/or expansion of community-serving health
care facilities.

e) The County will encourage local municipalities to develop plans for the development
and/or expansion of local public libraries, where practical and appropriate, in order to
provide important cultural and community resources for learning, research, and
community activities.

2.8.2 Parks and Open Space

The provision of a variety of recreational opportunities is critical to maintaining healthy
communities in the County.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County and local municipalities will promote the provision of pedestrian, cycling
and trail linkages and the integration of recreational and parks and open space uses,
in accordance with the County of Dufferin Active Transportation and Trails Master
Plan (DCATT) and local municipal plans and strategies.

b) The County and local municipalities, with support from the Ministry of Natural
Resources, Niagara Escarpment Commission, and other agencies and
organizations, will seek opportunities to create linked open spaces through the
integration of:

i. natural heritage features and areas in public ownership;

ii. existing municipal rights-of-way;

iii. established and proposed service and utility corridors;

iv. existing park and open space lands;

v. sidewalks and pathways;

vi. linkages provided through the draft plan of subdivision approvals process;
vii. agreements with private landowners;
viii.  retention or acquisition of access easements; and

ix. land acquisition.
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¢) The County and local municipalities will promote the maintenance and enhancement
of the Bruce Trail and Niagara Escarpment Parks and Open Space System
(NEPOSS), and support the inclusion of public lands within the NEPOSS, for lands
within the Niagara Escarpment Plan Area.

d) Local municipalities will secure the maximum benefit of the Planning Act with respect
to parkland dedication from development.

e) Local municipalities are encouraged to undertake programs to acquire new parks,
improve existing parks and facilities and provide public parks to meet the needs of
the community, as well as to address existing park deficiencies.

f) Local municipalities will encourage appropriate recreational development in parks,
open spaces, along natural features and other similar areas of the County that
provide opportunities for active, passive and programmed community recreation and
leisure, and that contribute to the preservation and protection of open space and the
natural environment.

g) Local municipalities will encourage private recreation development to complement
public recreational opportunities, and encourage and support involvement by private
recreation groups within the area.

h) Local municipalities will work cooperatively with various government ministries,
resource agencies, and non-governmental organizations to promote natural
resource-based recreational opportunities.

2.9 Community Design and Revitalization
2.9.1 Community Design

Safe and attractive neighbourhoods contribute to the overall community health of the
County. Community design is essential for creating a physical environment where people
have the appropriate places to interact, live, work, recreate and learn.

The County and local municipalities will promote appropriate community design through
the review of new development applications, including plans of subdivision, infill
development proposals, site plans and through community improvement.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Local municipalities will seek to maintain and improve the physical design
characteristics of the urban settlement areas and community settlement areas in the
context of new and existing development, and promote a high quality of community
design and built form.

b) Local municipalities, through the review of development applications will:

i. ensure that new development is designed in keeping with the traditional
character of the settlement areas and rural areas in a manner that both
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preserves their traditional community image and enhances their sense of place
within the County;

ii. promote efficient and cost-effective development patterns that minimize land
consumption;

iii. promote the improvement of the physical character, appearance and safety of
streetscapes, civic spaces, and parks;

iv. encourage tree retention or tree replacement; and

v. encourage design that considers, and wherever possible continues, existing
and traditional street patterns and neighbourhood structure.

¢) Local municipalities may require development proponents to submit design and
architectural control guidelines with development applications, establishing how the
policies of this Plan and the local municipal official plan have been considered and
addressed. Such guidelines may also be required to address related issues of
streetscaping, landscaping, setbacks, signage, garage placement, and architectural
treatment in accordance with any local design guidelines and zoning by-laws.

d) Local municipalities will require that infill developments be compatibly scaled and
designed to enhance the character of the area.

e) Local municipalities will encourage the integration and accessibility of community
uses including schools, municipal facilities, institutional uses, parks and open spaces
and recreational uses through pedestrian, cycling and trail linkages. Local
municipalities may require the provision of certain pedestrian, cycling and trail
linkages through the development approvals process, in accordance with the
policies of this Plan, local municipal official plans and associated master plans.

f) Local municipalities may undertake the preparation of urban design guidelines to
achieve the policies of this Section and local municipal community design policies for
all or specific areas.

2.9.2 Community Improvement

Community Improvement provisions of the Planning Act gives the local municipalities a
range of tools to proactively stimulate community improvement, rehabilitation and
revitalization. In designated Community Improvement Project Areas, the preparation of
Community Improvement Plans will provide the local municipalities with various powers to
maintain and promote attractive and safe living and working environments through
community improvement. This includes the authority to offer incentives to stimulate or
leverage private and/or public sector investment.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Local municipalities are encouraged to prepare Community Improvement Plans to
proactively stimulate community improvement, rehabilitation and revitalization.

b) The County may use the Community Improvement provisions of the Planning Act to
implement the policies of this Plan, which may include:
i. designate any part of the County as a Community Improvement Project Area,
in consultation with the local municipality;
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ii. enacta Regional Community Improvement Plan that utilizes incentive
programs including making grants or loans within the Community Improvement
Plan Area either to registered property owners or to local municipalities; and,

iii. participate in a Community Improvement Plan of a local municipality.

c) The County and local municipalities will be satisfied that its participation in
community improvement activities will be within its individual financial capabilities.

2.10 Cultural Heritage

Cultural heritage resources are an important component of the County’s history and
community identity and will be preserved and enhanced. It is the intent of this Plan that
the County’s significant built heritage resources and significant cultural landscapes be
identified, conserved and enhanced whenever practical and that all new development
occur in a manner that respects the County’s rich cultural heritage. The cultural heritage
resources of the County generally include:

o Duilt heritage resources;
e cultural heritage landscapes; and,
e archaeological resources.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Local municipal official plans will include policies to encourage the preservation of
significant built heritage resources and cultural heritage landscapes through a
heritage impact assessment or conservation plan, in accordance with the Ontario
Heritage Act.

b) Local municipalities may undertake the preparation of archaeological management
plans and cultural plans in conserving cultural heritage and archaeological
resources.

c) Local municipalities are encouraged to establish Municipal Heritage Committees
pursuant to the Ontario Heritage Act.

d) Local municipalities will require archaeological assessments and the preservation
or excavation of significant archaeological resources in accordance with provincial
requirements.

e) Local municipalities, in considering applications for shoreline or waterfront
development, will ensure that cultural heritage resources, both on shore and in the
water, within their jurisdiction are not adversely affected and may require an
archaeological assessment (land and/or marine) and satisfactory measures to
mitigate any negative impacts on significant cultural heritage resources.

f) The appropriate Aboriginal communities will be notified with regard to the

identification of burial sites and significant archaeological resources relating to the
activities of their ancestors.
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3.0 COUNTRYSIDE AREA

Dufferin County is largely comprised of the Countryside Area which encompasses lands
outside of the urban settlement areas and consists of the rural landscape of the County,
which includes prime agricultural areas, rural lands, natural heritage features and systems,
and important natural resource areas.

The Countryside Area is an important component to the overall structure and economic
success of the County. The Countryside Area contributes to the unique character and
landscape of the County and enhances the quality of life of County residents. By
leveraging rural assets and amenities and protecting the environment, the Countryside
Area provides a foundation for a sustainable economy.

Schedule B identifies the Countryside Area which is comprised of the following policy
area components:

a) Agricultural areas — subject to the policies of Section 3.2; and

b) Rural lands - subject to the policies of Section 3.3.

The Countryside Area is also subject to other applicable policies of this Plan which include
mineral, aggregate and petroleum resources (Section 3.4), natural heritage features and
functions (Section 4.4), and natural and human-made hazards (Section 5.0).

3.1 Objectives

The County supports a healthy, integrated and viable Countryside Area through the
following objectives:

a) Maintain and build upon the rural character, and leveraging rural amenities and
assets, such as agricultural operations, recreational and tourism opportunities,
natural resources, and the protection and enhancement of the natural environment.

b) Protect agricultural areas and recognize the importance of agriculture in the County
and ensure its continued viability by promoting a range of agricultural uses, activities
and complimentary uses.

c) Within Countryside Areas, community settlement areas are the focus of growth and
development and their vitality and regeneration will be promoted. Development in
community settlement areas will have consideration of the rural character, impact on
agriculture, the scale of development, and the availability of existing or planned
infrastructure and community infrastructure, facilities and services.

d) Growth and development may be accommodated on rural lands in accordance with
the policies of Section 3.3, which provide opportunities for the management or use of
resources, resource based recreational and tourism uses, home occupations and
home industries, limited residential uses and other rural land uses.
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e)

f)

g)

k)

Promote the efficient use of existing rural infrastructure and public service facilities.

Promote regeneration and community improvement, including the redevelopment of
greyfield and brownfield sites.

Promote diversification of the economic base and employment opportunities through
goods and services, including value-added products and the sustainable
management or use of resources.

Provide opportunities for sustainable and diversified tourism, including leveraging
historical, cultural, natural, agricultural and recreational assets.

Conserve the biodiversity of the natural heritage features and the ecological benefits
provided by the natural environment.

Provide opportunities for a diversified range of economic activities in the Countryside
Area.

Protect, mineral, aggregate, and petroleum resources for their long-term use in a
manner that is socially and environmentally responsible.

3.2 Agricultural Areas

Lands within the Agricultural Area designation consists primarily of prime agricultural lands
as established in the local municipal official plans, and are identified on Schedule C. This
Plan requires that these lands will be protected for agricultural uses unless appropriate
justification is provided for alternative uses.

Lands designated as Agricultural Area are intended to preserve and strengthen the
continued viability of the agricultural community. Agricultural Areas are to be protected
from incompatible uses, while accommodating a diverse range of agricultural uses,
agriculture-related uses and on-farm diversified uses.

3.2.1 Objectives

The objectives of the Agricultural Area designation are to:
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a) Recognize agriculture as the primary activity and land use in the Countryside Area.

b) Maintain and enhance the agricultural resource base and farming operations within
the County.

c) Protect the County’s prime agricultural area from fragmentation, development and
land uses unrelated to agriculture.

d) Promote normal farm practices and to protect the right to farm.



e)

f)

3.2.2

Promote a diverse, innovative and economically strong agricultural industry and
associated activities by enhancing their capacity to contribute to the economy by
accommodating a range of agriculture-related uses and on-farm diversified use.
Preserve and promote the agricultural and rural character of the County.

Permitted Uses

The following policies will apply in determining the uses which are permitted in the
Agricultural Area:

a)

The primary use of land will be for agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses and on-
farm diversified uses, including:

i. the growing of crops, including nursery and horticultural crops;

ii. raising of livestock;

ii. raising of other animals for food, fur or fibre, including poultry and fish;

iv. aquaculture;

V. apiaries;

vi. agro-forestry;
vii. maple syrup production; and

viii. associated on-farm buildings and structures, including accommodation for full-

b)

time farm labour when the size and nature of the operation requires additional
employment.

One single residential dwelling will be permitted per lot, subject to the policies of
the local municipal official plan. A secondary farm residence may be permitted
when the size and nature of the operation requires additional employment, and
provided the secondary farm residence is on the same lot, is accessory to the main
farm operation, is used for full time farm help, and servicing is adequate. A
consent for land division for such a dwelling will not be permitted.

Agriculture-related uses including farm-related commercial and industrial uses
directly related to, and supportive of an agricultural operation are permitted. The
local municipal official plan will establish land use policies and provisions related to
agriculture-related uses.

Permitted on-farm diversified uses, include but are not limited to: home
occupations, home industries, and those uses which add value to farm produce
such as the processing, preserving, storing and packaging of the farm’s products
on the farm property, and agri-tourism uses such as farm machinery and
equipment exhibitions (on a temporary basis), farm tours, petting zoos, hay rides
and sleigh rides, processing demonstrations, pick-your-own produce
establishments, small-scale farm theme playgrounds for children and small-scale
educational establishments that focus on farming instruction. The local municipal
official plan will establish land use policies and provisions related to on-farm
diversified uses.

Home occupations will be permitted in accordance with the policies of the local

municipal official plan and provided the use remains clearly secondary to the farm
operation. Home occupations may include:
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i)

3.2.3

i. sales outlets for agricultural products produced on the farm;
ii. small home occupations conducted from the main residence and normally
limited to the occupants of the property;
iii. bed and breakfast establishments; and
iv. farm vacation enterprises.

Home industries will be permitted in accordance with the policies of the local
municipal official plan and provided the use is conducted in whole or in part in an
accessory building (e.g., shed or farm building). In order to ensure that the scale of
the home industry is clearly accessory to the main use, the number of employees,
the gross floor area and outside storage associated with a home industry will be
limited in the local municipal implementing zoning by-law.

New livestock facilities and the expansion of existing livestock facilities will comply
with the Minimum Distance Separation Formulae.

Forestry, conservation uses, wildlife and fisheries management uses, passive
recreational uses are permitted.

Watershed management and flood and erosion control projects carried out or
supervised by a public agency are permitted.

The specific uses permitted and accessory uses will be established in the local
municipal official plans and implementing zoning by-laws.

The local municipal official plans and zoning by-laws are encouraged to establish
policies and provisions relating to built form, lot design, parking,
screening/buffering, outside storage, and landscaping for any agriculture-related
use and on-farm diversified use within the Agricultural Area.

Land Use Policies

The following land use policies apply to land designated Agricultural Areas:

a)

b)

c)
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The County and local municipalities will designate prime agricultural areas in their
official plans, through procedures established by the Province. Prime agricultural
areas are designated on Schedule C of this Plan. Any changes to the designation
of prime agricultural areas will require an amendment to this Plan and the local
municipal official plan.

In order to avoid land use conflicts within the Agricultural Area designation, new land
uses, including lot creation, and new or expanding livestock facilities will comply with
the Minimum Distance Separation Formulae, to ensure appropriate standards for
separating incompatible uses from existing, new or expanding livestock facilities.

Local municipal official plans may provide specific policies to exclude certain
development from the application of the MDS Formulae, which may include:
i. the construction of approved residential development proposed by building
permit on existing lots of record; and



ii. the construction of a new residential dwelling that is replacing a dwelling
destroyed in whole, or in part, by a catastrophe, provided that the new dwelling
is located no closer to an existing livestock facility than prior to the
catastrophe.

d) Land application of manure, biosolids and septage is regulated by the Province in
accordance with the Nutrient Management Act and the Environmental Protection
Act. Land application of manure, bio-solids and septage will follow the requirements
of the above noted legislation, and the regulations made under those Acts.

e) Proposed development in Agricultural Areas will be serviced with adequate water
supply and sewage disposal services. Development proposals for non-agricultural
uses will demonstrate the suitability of the site for the proposed method of water
supply, sewage disposal and stormwater management to the satisfaction of the local
municipality, and any other required approval agencies.

f) Land may only be removed or excluded from prime agricultural areas for expansions
of settlement areas or conversion to rural areas in accordance with the policies of
this Plan.

3.2.3.1 Recreational and other Non-Agricultural Uses In Prime Agricultural Areas

It is the policy of this Plan to protect lands which are suitable for agricultural uses for the
long-term. However, the development of new recreational uses and expansions to
existing recreational uses, may be considered subject to the submission of appropriate
studies, including an Agricultural Impact Assessment, that demonstrates to the satisfaction
of the County that:
a) there is a need within the planning horizon of this Plan for the proposed use;
b) the lands do not comprise a specialty crop area;
c) there are clearly no other reasonable alternatives that are outside of prime
agricultural areas;
d) there are no reasonable alternative locations in prime agricultural areas with lower
priority agricultural lands;
e) the proposed use will not be located in an area that may have an impact on the
efficient and logical expansion of nearby urban areas;
f) the proposed use complies with the required MDS | setback distances; and,
g) impacts from any new or expanding non-agricultural uses on surrounding agricultural
operations and lands will be minimized to the extent feasible.

Site-specific local municipal official plan amendments of this nature will not require an
amendment to this Plan.

The extraction of minerals, petroleum resources and mineral aggregate resources in prime
agricultural areas, are permitted in accordance with the policies of Section 3.4.

3.2.3.2 Specialty Crop Areas
Currently, there are no lands designated for specialty crops in the County. Any future

identification of specialty crop areas will be implemented by way of amendment to this
Plan, including the addition of appropriate policies related to specialty crop areas.
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3.2.4 Supporting Agriculture in the County

It is a policy of this Plan to encourage the development and implementation of programs
and plans to support and sustain agriculture in the County, which may include, among
others, the following:

a) the creation of an agricultural advisory committee to provide advice and act as a
direct and on-going liaison between the agricultural community and County Council;

b) the development of an economic development and investment strategy for
agriculture in the County;

c¢) the marketing and promotion of local agricultural products to Dufferin County
communities and surrounding areas;

d) the promotion of environmental stewardship including the preparation of
Environmental Farm Plans and Nutrient Management Plans, and preservation and
enhancement of natural areas and functions;

e) the establishment of fiscal tools including innovative tax policies, reduced
development charges, and venture capitals for innovative agriculture; and

f) the development and implementation of education programs to promote public
awareness and support for the agricultural industry.

3.2.5 Agricultural Area Lot Creation and Adjustment

It is recognized that within the County, there are a variety of agricultural land
circumstances that influence official plan policies related to minimum agricultural lot sizes
at the local level. As such, the County encourages local municipalities to establish
minimum agricultural lot sizes within their official plans which seek to minimize the
fragmentation of agricultural areas while accommodating a broad range of agricultural and
farming operations.

The following policies will apply with respect to lot creation in the Agricultural Areas:

a) Lot creation in the Agricultural Area will generally be discouraged and only permitted
in accordance with provincial policy and the policies of the local municipal official
plan. The minimum lot area of both the retained and severed lots will be established
in the local municipal official plans.

b) Where a previous or current farm acquisition has rendered a residence surplus to a
farming operation, a consent may be permitted subject to the following conditions:
i. the retained farm parcel will be zoned so as to prohibit the construction of any
additional dwellings;
ii. the new lot will be limited to a minimum size needed to accommodate the use
and appropriate sewage and water services; and
ii. the surplus dwelling parcel will be subject to Minimum Distance Separation |
setback provisions, and be zoned to recognize the non-farm residential use, as
required.

c) For agriculture-related uses, the lot created will be limited to a minimum size needed
to accommodate the use and appropriate sewage and water services.

d) For the enlargement of an existing lot subject to the following conditions:
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i. the continued agricultural use of the retained lot as a farm parcel is not
threatened;
ii. need must be demonstrated where the proposed enlargement is for a non-
farm use; and
iii. the proposed severance must merge with the lot being enlarged in accordance
with Sections 50(3) and (5) of the Planning Act.

e) For minor boundary adjustments or corrections and easements, and in accordance
with Sections 50(3) and (5) of the Planning Act, which do not result in the creation of
a new lot. Lot line adjustments will be interpreted to prohibit the creation of new
residential or non-farm parcels.

f) For the creation of a lot to permit new infrastructure uses where the facility or
corridor can not be accommodated through the use of easements or rights-of-way.

3.3 Rural Lands

Rural lands are recognized as lands located outside settlement areas and do not comprise
prime agricultural areas in the County. Rural lands may be designated in the local
municipal official plans. Rural lands are intended to protect the natural amenities and rural
character of the County while providing opportunities for rural and other agricultural uses
and resource-based activities, and recreational and tourism opportunities.

3.3.1 Objectives

The objectives of the rural lands are to:

a) Promote development opportunities related to the management or use of resources;
resource-based recreational uses (including recreational dwellings); tourism, limited
residential development; home occupations and home industries; and other rural
land uses;

b) Protect and promote agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses, on-farm diversified
uses and normal farm practices;

c) Promote opportunities to support a diversified rural economy by protecting
agricultural uses and other resource-related uses and directing non-related
development to areas where it will minimize constraints on these uses;

d) Promote development that is compatible with the rural landscape and character and
can be sustained by rural service levels, which generally includes individual on-site
sewage and water services;

e) Accommodate development that is appropriate to the infrastructure which is planned
or available, and avoid the need for the unjustified and/or uneconomical expansion
of infrastructure; and

f) Provide opportunities to locate new or expanding land uses that require separation
from other uses.
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3.3.2 Permitted Uses

The following policies will apply in determining the uses that are permitted in the rural
lands:

a) The primary use of land will be for:
i. the management or use of resources, such as forestry and mineral aggregate
operations;
ii. resource-based recreational uses (including recreational dwellings);
ii. limited residential development;
iv. home occupations and home industries;
v. cemeteries;
vi. agricultural uses, agriculture-related uses, on-farm diversified uses and normal
farm practices as permitted in Section 3.2.2; and
vii.  other similar rural land uses.

b) In addition to agricultural uses and agriculture-related uses, rural
industrial/commercial uses which are resource-based, including dry
industrial/commercial uses and forestry uses, may be permitted without an
amendment to this Plan, subject to the policies of Section 3.2.3, the local municipal
official plan, and may be subject to a site-specific rezoning.

¢) Service and tourist commercial uses, publicly-owned open spaces, and limited
residential development in the form of single detached dwellings may be permitted in
rural lands without requiring an amendment to this Plan, but may be subject to a
rezoning, and provided the use is permitted in the local municipal official plan, and
meets the criteria established within the local municipal official plan.

d) Notwithstanding the foregoing, within rural lands, existing uses that may be zoned
for residential or tourist commercial type uses are permitted to continue as such.

e) The specific permitted and accessory uses will be established in the local municipal
official plans and implementing zoning by-laws.

3.3.3 Land Use Policies
The following land use policies apply to the rural lands:

a) Rural lands will be designated in the local municipal official plans, where applicable,
and in accordance with the policies of this Plan.

b) Any agriculture use or agriculture-related use will meet the requirements of Section
3.2.3.

c) Development in rural lands will be subject to the policies of Section 6.3, with respect
to servicing.

d) All farm and non-farm development will comply with the Minimum Distance
Separation Formulae and the requirements of the local municipal official plan.
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e) In the interest of protecting the quality of ground and surface waters, new intensive

farms for raising animals and existing farms expanding to the scale of an intensive
farm for the raising of animals will prepare a Nutrient Management Plan enacted
under the Nutrient Management Act and other applicable provincial requirements for
nutrient management planning. Such Nutrient Management Plan will require the
approval of agencies having jurisdiction. Existing animal farms are encouraged to
prepare a Nutrient Management Plan.

Those uses that create or potentially create extreme environmental stress as a result
of air, noise, and/or vibration emissions, and/or the generation and/or handling of
solid or liquid wastes will only be considered based on the submission of an impact
assessment satisfactory to the County and/or local municipality.

g) Rural industrial uses located adjacent to settlement areas will generally be limited to

self-contained uses that produce and/or store a product where there is a low
probability of significant emissions.

h) An appropriate separation distance, based upon the Ministry of the Environment’s

j)

relevant guidelines related to land use compatibility, will be established between a
rural industrial land use and any sensitive land use. This separation distance will be
enforced through a site specific amendment to the applicable zoning by-law and/or
through site plan control.

Rural industrial uses will be developed in such a manner to ensure protection and
screening of outdoor storage areas from all adjacent roads.

Access to a County road or municipal road will require approval from the County
and/or local municipality.

k) Where rural industrial/commercial uses, including dry industrial/ commercial uses,

1)

are proposed, the following must be met:

i. The proposed use will not create or add to a negative impact on the
environment, adjacent or nearby sensitive land uses, or traffic patterns;

ii. The proponent will demonstrate how outside storage, if any, and the storage
and removal of on-site generated waste is to be accommodated;

ii.  The proponent will demonstrate how the traffic generated from the proposed
use will impact the existing roads and how much will be generated;

iv. For a use that may have the ability to compromise or contaminate the subject
lands, the proponent will submit a remediation plan to be used upon the
discontinuation of use to the satisfaction of the municipality, County, and the
applicable Ministry(ies); and

v. The proponent will submit a study that not only justifies the proposed use of
land, but also demonstrates how the foregoing and any other requirements set
out in this Plan and the local municipal official plan will be met.

Lot creation in the rural lands will only be permitted in accordance with the policies of
the local municipal official plan.
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3.4 Management of Mineral Aggregate, Minerals and
Petroleum Resources

The County recognizes that mineral resources are a fixed location non-renewable
resource found throughout the County. The County will ensure the long-term protection
and appropriate management of mineral resources, including mineral aggregate
resources, minerals, and petroleum resources. It is also recognized that a balance must
be struck between the competing priorities for the protection of the mineral resources and
the need to address other goals of the Official Plan in accommodating growth and
prosperity in the County.

3.4.1 Objectives

The County’s objectives related to the management of minerals, mineral aggregate
resources and petroleum resources include:

a) Protect known significant deposits of aggregate resources and areas of potential
mineral aggregate resources for potential future extraction.

b) Recognize existing pits and quarries, and protect them from activities that would
preclude or hinder their continued use or expansion.

c) Ensure that new pits and quarries, and petroleum exploration and production will
not have a negative impact on significant natural heritage features and related
ecological functions and existing land uses.

d) Provide a framework for mineral aggregate operations such that they are carried
out in a manner that minimizes potential negative social, economic and
environmental impacts.

e) Provide for the progressive rehabilitation of pits and quarries to an appropriate
after-use.

3.4.2 Mineral Aggregate Resources

The extraction of mineral aggregate resources will be undertaken in a sustainable manner
which balances the potential negative social, economic and environmental impacts and
the appropriate use and management of mineral aggregate resources.

Significant mineral aggregate resources are identified by the Ministry of Northern
Development and Mines in the Aggregate Resources Inventory of Dufferin County, Paper
163-Revised, 2009, and are identified on Schedule D.

It will be the policy of the County that:
a) In accordance with the Provincial Policy Statement, and the policies of this Plan,
mineral aggregate resources will be protected for long-term use. Significant

mineral aggregate resources are identified on Schedule D, which include
significant sand and gravel resources and bedrock mineral aggregate resource
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b)

e)

areas. It is recognized that there is potential for deposits of mineral aggregate
resources to exist outside of the areas identified on Schedule D for which there
were no records existing at the time this Plan was prepared.

The County may undertake the preparation of an Aggregate Resources Master
Plan to more accurately identify and examine the mineral aggregate resources in
the County. The intent of the Aggregate Resources Master Plan is to identify the
location of areas of sand and gravel, and bedrock deposits that are appropriate for
protection and suitable for extraction. The Aggregate Resources Master Plan may
assist the County in refining the identification of the mineral aggregate resources
as shown on Schedule D.

Until such time as an Aggregate Resources Master Plan is prepared, the policies
of this Plan apply to all mineral aggregate resources, regardless of whether or not
they are delineated on Schedule D.

Mineral aggregate resources and mineral aggregate resource operations will be
designated in the local municipal official plans.

Existing mineral aggregate operations will be permitted to continue without the
need for an official plan amendment or zoning by-law amendment.

3.4.2.1 New or Expanding Mineral Resource Operations

The County will manage new or expanding mineral aggregate resource operations are
managed in a sustainable manner which balances potential negative social, economic and
environmental impacts and the appropriate use and management of mineral aggregate
resources.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a)

b)

New mineral aggregate resource operations or any expansion to an existing
mineral aggregate resource operation that extends beyond its licensed area will
require an amendment to the local municipal official plan, and will conform to the
policies of this Plan and the local municipal official plan.

Development, with the exception of agriculture, which would preclude or hinder the
establishment of new mineral aggregate resource operations or access to the
resources will only be permitted if:
i resource use would not be feasible; or
ii. the proposed land uses or development serves a greater long-term public
interest; and
ii.  issues of public health, public safety and environmental impact are
addressed.

In considering new mineral aggregate resource operations or any expansion to an
existing mineral aggregate resource operation, the County will be satisfied that
prior to approval of a local municipal official plan amendment, the following issues
have been addressed:
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d)

i.  compatibility with the surrounding land uses;

ii. the suitability of the transportation infrastructure;

iii.  potential negative impacts on groundwater quality and quantity, provincially
significant natural features, natural heritage features and areas, and the
environment;

iv.  potential negative impacts on social and community considerations;

v.  potential negative impacts to cultural heritage and archaeological
resources;

vi.  potential negative impacts associated with noise and dust;

Vii. rehabilitation plans;
vii.  potential negative impacts on the rural character and landscape, including
visual impacts;

ix.  other matters identified by the Province, County, or local municipality, or
identified in the local municipal official plan; and

X.  approvals and requirements under the Aggregate Resources Act.

Applications for new or expanding mineral aggregate resource operations that
exceed 250 acres in area will require an amendment to this Plan and the local
municipal official plan in consideration of the issues identified in subsection c).
New or expanding mineral aggregate resource operations will be identified on
Schedule D to this Plan.

3.4.2.2 Rehabilitation

The County will require the rehabilitation of mineral aggregate resource operations after
the extraction and other related activities has ceased.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a)
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Progressive and final rehabilitation will be required to accommodate subsequent
land uses, to promote land use compatibility, to recognize the interim nature of
extraction, and to mitigate negative impacts. Final rehabilitation will take
surrounding land uses and approved land use designations into consideration.

Comprehensive and coordinated rehabilitation planning is encouraged where there
is a concentration of mineral aggregate operations.

Final rehabilitation will take surrounding land and approved land use designations
into consideration.

On prime agricultural land the extraction of mineral aggregate resources is
permitted as an interim use provided the site will be rehabilitated back to an
agricultural condition. On prime agricultural lands, complete rehabilitation back to
an agricultural condition is not required if:

i. there is a substantial quantity of mineral aggregate resources below the
water table warranting extraction, or the depth of planned extraction in a
quarry makes restoration of pre-extraction agricultural capability unfeasible;



ii. other mineral aggregate resource extraction alternatives have been
considered by the proponent and found unsuitable. The consideration of
other mineral aggregate resource extraction alternatives will include mineral
aggregate resources in areas of Canada Land Inventory Class 4 through 7
lands, resources on lands identified as settlement areas, and, resources on
prime agricultural lands where rehabilitation is feasible. Where no other
alternatives are found, prime agricultural lands will be protected in this order
of priority: Canada Land Inventory Class 1, 2 and 3 lands; and

iii. agricultural rehabilitation in remaining areas is maximized.
3.4.2.3 Development Adjacent to Mineral Aggregate Resource Areas

The County will encourage land uses in proximity to mineral aggregate resources
operations that are compatible with the current and future operation of the extraction
activities.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) When new development requiring a Planning Act approval is proposed within
proximity to a mineral aggregate resource area, the County and local municipality
will be satisfied that the proposed use is compatible with the current and future
operation of the pit or quarry

3.4.3 Mineral Resources

At the time of preparing the Official Plan, there are no known mineral resources (metallic
and industrial minerals) identified in Dufferin County that are designated under the Mining
Act. Should such mineral resources be identified, they will be protected from activities that
would preclude or hinder their expansion or continued use or which would be incompatible
for reasons of public health, public safety or environmental impact. In the event that
mineral resources are identified this Plan and the respective local municipal official plans
will be amended to identify the location of these minerals, and establish appropriate
policies for the management of the resource, in accordance with provincial policy.

3.4.4 Petroleum Resources

Throughout Dufferin there is a potential for the exploration, discovery and production of
petroleum resources. While activities associated with petroleum resources rarely involve
Planning Act controls, the policies of this Plan address the issue of new development
encroaching on known deposits and existing producing well areas.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) In areas of known petroleum resources and significant areas of petroleum resource
potential, development and activities which would preclude or hinder the
establishment of new operations or access to the resources will only be permitted
if:

i resource use would not be feasible; or
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ii. the proposed land use or development serves a greater long-term public
interest; and

iii. issues of public health, public safety and environmental impact are
addressed.

b) Petroleum resource operations, exploration and drilling under the Oil, Gas and Salt

Resources Act will be permitted within the Agricultural Area and Rural Areas
provided the site is rehabilitated to the pre-activity land capacity and/or agricultural
condition. Such use will minimize potential negative impacts by following
Provincial Operating Standards, Provincial regulations and local planning
requirements. Should the policies of Section 4.0 of this Plan, regarding
development within natural heritage features or areas, affect potential petroleum
activities, the Province will be consulted regarding mechanisms to evaluate the
value of competing resources and ensure that if drilling occurs, potential negative
impacts are minimized.

Petroleum exploration and production under the Oil, Gas and Salt Resources Act is
subject to the policies of the local municipal official plan and may require an
amendment to the local municipal official plan to permit the use.

3.4.5 Wayside Pits and Quarries, Portable Asphalt Plants and Portable

Concrete Plants

Wayside pits and quarries, portable asphalt plants and portable concrete plants used on
public authority contracts will be permitted, without the need for a County Official Plan
amendment or local municipal official plan amendment or zoning by-law amendment
under the Planning Act in all areas except those areas of existing development or
particular environmental sensitivity which have been determined to be incompatible with
extraction and associated activities as identified in local municipal official plans. At their
discretion, local municipalities may require site plan approval for the development of
wayside pits and quarries, portable asphalt plants and portable concrete plants.

All areas used for either wayside pits and quarries, portable asphalt plants and portable
concrete plants will be rehabilitated. The local municipal official plans will provide more
detailed policies with respect to the permissions and land use policies for wayside pits and
guarries, portable asphalt plants, and portable concrete plants.
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4.0 NATURAL HERITAGE AND WATER
RESOURCES

The County and local municipalities will encourage the protection and enhancement of
natural heritage features and functions and the protection and conservation of water
resources. The Plan supports the preparation of a County-wide Natural Heritage System
Strategy to support the overall diversity and interconnectivity of the natural heritage
features and areas. The County recognizes and supports the implementation of provincial
policy and legislation which seek to protect and manage development within the significant
landforms and areas that encompass areas of the County, such as the Greenbelt Plan,
Niagara Escarpment and the Oak Ridges Moraine.

4.1 Objectives

The County’s objectives related to the protection and conservation of natural heritage and
water resources include:

a) Protect, enhance and restore natural resources, including surface and groundwater
resources to provide safe drinking water, promote water conservation, and
recognize the importance of the County as an important headwater area.

b) Protect natural heritage features and the environment and foster the creation of an
enhanced and connected natural heritage system, and recognize the importance of
Provincially significant landscapes and land forms such as the Niagara
Escarpment Area, the Oak Ridges Moraine, and the Greenbelt Plan Area.

¢) Undertake the preparation of a Natural Heritage System Strategy to reinforce the
protection, restoration and enhancement of natural heritage features and functions
and strengthen and promote their interconnectivity, for the overall environmental
health of the County.

d) Direct development and site alteration away from significant natural heritage
features and areas.

e) Protect water resources and sourcewater areas from contamination and
degradation in order to improve the quality and quantity of water.

4.2 Implementation of Provincial Policy and Plans

The Province has established three Provincial Plans which provide for the protection of
natural and environmental features and the agricultural and rural landscapes within the
County, which include lands within the Greenbelt Plan, the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan and the Niagara Escarpment Plan, as identified on Schedule A.. The
following sections provide policies which support the implementation of these Provincial
Plans, which are implemented through the local municipal official plans.
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4.2.1 Greenbelt Plan

The Greenbelt Plan was established under Section 3 of the Greenbelt Act, 2005 and
provides direction on where urbanization should not occur in order to provide permanent
protection to the agricultural land base and the ecological features and functions occurring
in the landscape. The Greenbelt Plan includes lands within, and builds upon the
ecological protections provided by the Niagara Escarpment Plan and the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Plan.

The Protected Countryside lands identified in the Greenbelt Plan are intended to enhance
the extent of agriculturally and environmentally protected lands within the Niagara
Escarpment Plan and the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, while improving
linkages between these areas and the surrounding lakes and watersheds.

The requirements of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan (Ontario Regulation
140/02), made under the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act, 2001, continue to apply
and the Protected Countryside policies do not apply with the exception of Section 3.3 of
the Greenbelt Plan. The requirements of the Niagara Escarpment Plan, established under
the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act, continue to apply and the
Protected Countryside policies do not apply with the exception of Section 3.3 of the
Greenbelt Plan.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Notwithstanding the policies of this Plan to the contrary, the Greenbelt Plan must
be referred to for determination as to whether or not lands are affected by the
various designations and policies within the Greenbelt Plan.

b) The local municipal official plans will identify the Greenbelt Protected Countryside
and the Natural Heritage System and provide detailed land use policies and
development criteria for lands within the Greenbelt Plan area to meet the
requirements of the Greenbelt Plan and this Plan.

¢) The boundaries and lands under the jurisdiction of the Greenbelt Plan are shown
on Schedule A and include lands within the Niagara Escarpment Plan area and
the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan area, which prevail in the area of their
respective coverage. Amendments to those areas of the Plan designated as
Protected Countryside can only be proposed by the Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing. Amendments are subject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor
in Council, in accordance with Section 5.7 of the Greenbelt Plan.

d) Where there is a conflict between policies of this Plan, local municipal official plans
and the Greenbelt Plan, the more restrictive policy will apply, with the exception of
lot creation policies where the policies set out in the Greenbelt Plan will prevail.
Local municipal official plans and zoning by-laws will not be more restrictive than
the Greenbelt Plan as they apply to agricultural uses and mineral aggregate
resources.
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4.2.2 Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan

The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan was established under the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Act, 2001, to provide resource management and land use planning
direction on how to protect the Moraine's ecological and hydrological features and
functions.

A portion of lands within the southeast corner of the Town of Mono are located within the
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, and are identified as Natural Core, Natural
Linkages, and Countryside Area. The Natural Core Areas are designated to protect the
lands with the greatest concentration of key natural heritage features. Only existing uses
and very restricted new uses are allowed in these areas. Natural Linkage Areas protect
critical natural and open space linkages between the Natural Core Areas and along rivers
and streams. The uses allowed in these areas are the same as in the Natural Core Areas,
plus some aggregate resource operations. Countryside Areas provide a transition and
buffer between the Natural Core Areas and Natural Linkage Areas and the settlement
areas.

The Town of Mono Official Plan will provide detailed policies to implement the policies of
the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Notwithstanding the policies of this Plan to the contrary, the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan must be referred to for determination as to whether or not lands
are affected by the various designations and policies within the Oak Ridges
Moraine Conservation Plan.

b) The Town of Mono Official Plan will provide detailed land use policies and
development criteria for lands within the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan
area to meet the requirements of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan and
this Plan.

¢) The boundaries and lands under the jurisdiction of the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan are shown on Schedule A. No changes to the boundaries of
the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan or land use designations can occur
unless the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan has first been amended.
Amendments to the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan remain governed by,
and are to be dealt in accordance with, the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Act,
2001.

d) Where there is a conflict between policies of this Plan, local municipal official plans
and the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, the more restrictive policy will
apply, with the exception of agricultural uses, mineral aggregate operations and
wayside pits as per Section 33 of the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan.

4.2.3 Niagara Escarpment Plan

The Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act established a planning process
to ensure that the Niagara Escarpment area would be protected. From this emerged the
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Niagara Escarpment Plan, 2005 which serves as a framework of objectives and policies to
strike a balance between development, preservation and the enjoyment of this important
resource.

The Niagara Escarpment Plan lands are included as part of the Greenbelt Plan 2005. The
Niagara Escarpment Plan policies will continue to apply.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Notwithstanding the policies of this Plan to the contrary, the Niagara Escarpment
Plan must be referred to for determination as to whether or not lands are affected
by the various designations and policies within the Niagara Escarpment Plan.
Pursuant to the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act, the Niagara
Escarpment Plan will prevail over any County or local municipal official plan or
zoning by-law in the case of conflict. Development proposed on lands within the
Niagara Escarpment Plan, and under Development Control, are required to meet
the policies of the Niagara Escarpment Plan.

b) Local municipal official plans will provide detailed land use policies and
development criteria in these areas that meet the requirements of the Niagara
Escarpment Plan and this Plan.

c) The boundaries and lands under the jurisdiction of the Niagara Escarpment
Commission are shown on Schedule A. No changes to the boundaries of the
Niagara Escarpment Plan area or land use designations can occur unless the
Niagara Escarpment Plan has first been amended. Amendments to the Niagara
Escarpment Plan remain governed by, and are to be dealt in accordance with, the
provisions of the Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act.

d) The County will support the local municipalities, Niagara Escarpment Commission
and Bruce Trail Conservancy in the establishment and promotion of the Bruce Trail
and the parks and open space systems of the Niagara Escarpment Parks and
Open Space System.

4.3 Natural Heritage System Strategy Framework

A County-wide Natural Heritage System Strategy (NHSS) to reinforce the protection,
restoration and enhancement of identified natural heritage features and areas would
promote the overall diversity and interconnectivity of natural heritage features and areas.
Promoting linkages or connections between natural heritage features and areas, and
considering the relationship of those features with groundwater and surface water
features, ensures that sustainable natural heritage systems are created or enhanced, and
that the County’s natural heritage features and areas are sustained in the long-term.

It will be the policy of the County that:
a) The County and local municipalities, in cooperation with the Ministry of Natural
Resources, Niagara Escarpment Commission and Conservation Authorities, will

undertake a County-wide Natural Heritage System Strategy (NHSS) to identify, map
and detail natural heritage features and areas, as well as surface water features and
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groundwater features, including the form and function of the identified features, and
to identify linkages and connections between these features. The NHSS wiill
reinforce the protection, restoration and enhancement of identified natural heritage
features and areas, and promote the overall diversity and interconnectivity of natural
heritage features, functions and areas. The County will endeavour to undertake a
County-wide Natural Heritage System Strategy at the time of the first County Official
Plan Review, which will be implemented through an amendment to this Plan.

b) The County and local municipalities recognize that a natural heritage and open

space system would benefit from public ownership to ensure protection of the
features and to provide for public access, where appropriate. The County and local
municipalities will consider all options for the acquisition of land associated with
natural heritage features and areas, functions and linkages in accordance with the
land acquisition policies of this Plan. Notwithstanding the options for the acquisition
of lands as part of a natural heritage and open space system strategy, the County,
local municipalities, or any other public agency will not be obligated to acquire or
purchase any land containing natural heritage features and areas.

c) The natural heritage features and areas under private ownership continue to be

private and their identification as such features in no way increases their
accessibility to the public or their eligibility for acquisition by the local municipalities,
or any other conservation group or agency.

d) The County and local municipalities will encourage the creation of a linked NHSS

through the integration of:
i. Natural heritage features and areas in public ownership, including land owned
by the local municipalities, Provincial and Federal Ministries, and land trusts;
ii. Natural corridors such as streams, flood plains, steep slopes, valleys,
contiguous narrow woodlands and wetlands that connect two or more natural
heritage features;
ii. existing municipal rights-of-way;
iv. established and proposed service and utility corridors;
v. existing parkland and open space lands;
vi. watercourses, where appropriate;
vii. sidewalks and pathways;
viii.  linkages provided through the draft plan of subdivision approval process;
ix. agreements with private land owners;
X. retention or acquisition of access easements; and
xi. land acquisition.

e) The County and local municipalities will actively encourage residential, commercial

and industrial developers to connect with and provide opportunities to extend the
County and local municipalities trail system.

Land deemed by the County and local municipalities to be significant to the linear
park system will be retained in ownership by a suitable organization for the purpose
of implementing a linear park system, which may include abandoned rail corridors
and utility corridors.
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4.4 Natural Heritage Features and Functions

The County encourage the protection and enhancement of natural heritage features and
associated functions. While the location and significance of these features has yet to be
determined in some cases, all of these features need to be considered when applications
for development and site alteration are being evaluated. It is recognized that additional
natural heritage features will be identified by the County, local municipalities, applicable
Conservation Authority’s and/or the Ministry of Natural Resources.

Appendix 1 is intended to reflect the following natural heritage features and areas:
a) Provincially Significant Wetlands (which are also designated on Schedule B);
b) Provincially Significant Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI), including
Earth Science and Life Science ANSI’s;
¢c) Woodlands; and
d) Unevaluated wetlands.

The boundaries of these features and areas are considered to be approximate.

Where any land within a Provincially Significant Wetlands designation on Schedule B or a
natural heritage feature identified on Appendix 1 is held under private ownership, this
Plan will not be construed as implying that such areas are free and open to the general
public.

The local municipal official plans will provide more detailed policy guidance with respect to
the identification and protection of natural features and areas, and consistent with the
policies of this Plan.

Development and Site Alteration

a) Development and site alteration will not be permitted in significant wetlands and
significant coastal wetlands.

b) Development and site alteration will not be permitted in
i. significant woodlands;
ii. significant valleylands;
ii. significant wildlife habitat; and,
iv. significant areas of natural and scientific interest,
unless it has been demonstrated that there will be no negative impacts on the
natural features or their ecological functions.

c) Development and site alteration will not be permitted in fish habitat except in
accordance with Provincial and Federal requirements.

d) Development and site alteration will not be permitted in habitat of endangered
species and threatened species, except in accordance with Provincial and Federal
requirements.

e) Nothing in the policies of Section 4.3 and 4.4 are intended to limit the ability of
agricultural uses to continue.
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Determining Significance

It will be the policy of the County that:

a)

b)

441

The responsibility for determining the significance of significant wetlands,
significant areas of natural and scientific interest, and significant habitat of
endangered species and threatened species, rests with the Province of Ontario.

As new information becomes available, this Plan will be amended as appropriate to
ensure that the information is as up to date as is feasible.

This Official Plan does not contain criteria to determine whether the woodlands
shown on Appendix 1 are significant. A woodland would be classified as being
significant if it is determined to be an area which is ecologically important in terms
of features such as species composition, age of trees and stand history;
functionally important due to its contribution to the broader landscape because of
its location, size or due to the amount of forest cover in the planning area; or
economically important due to site quality, species composition, or past
management history.

However, the determination of significance cannot be made on a case-by-case
basis in the absence of a County or local municipal study that reviews the nature,
location and type of woodland features that exist. As a consequence, it is a policy
of this Plan that the County will establish the criteria for determining significance at
the time a natural heritage system strategy is undertaken.

This Official Plan does not contain criteria to determine what valleyland areas or
wildlife habitat areas in the County are significant. These features would be
considered significant if they are consider to be ecologically important in terms of
features, functions, representation or amount, and contributing to the quality and
diversity of an identifiable geographic area or natural heritage system. Given that
a natural heritage system has not been established by this Plan, it is a policy of this
Plan that the County will establish the criteria for determining significance at the
time a natural heritage system is established.

Provincially Significant Wetlands

Provincially Significant Wetlands in the County will be protected and conserved. If any
additional Provincially Significant Wetlands are identified during the planning horizon, this
Plan will be amended.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a)

b)

Provincially Significant Wetlands are designated on Schedule B, and will be
designated in the local municipal official plans.

PSWs and the contiguous land approximately 120 metres adjacent to the PSW wiill
be protected from development or anything that may adversely affect the sensitive
resource. As a result, no development or site alteration will be permitted within a
Provincially Significant Wetlands.
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c) The contiguous land adjacent to Provincially Significant Wetlands represents an
area where it is likely that development or site alteration would have a negative
impact on the feature or area. Development and site alteration will not be permitted
on land adjacent to a Provincially Significant Wetland, unless the ecological
function of the adjacent land has been evaluated and it has been demonstrated
that there will be no negative impacts on the natural features or on their ecological
and/or hydrologic functions that cannot be adequately mitigated. For the purposes
of this policy, the extent of adjacent land will be defined as 120 metres. An
Environmental Impact Study (EIS) will be required for all development proposals
within 120 metres or abutting areas identified as being a Provincially Significant
Wetland. Prior to considering development and/or site alteration, the County and/or
local municipality, in consultation with the Ministry of Natural Resources, will be
satisfied that the EIS demonstrates that there will be no negative impacts on the
PSW and the sustaining ecological and/or hydrologic functions.

d) The boundaries of Provincially Significant Wetlands will be defined based on
information from the Ministry of Natural Resources. The boundaries of PSWs may
be refined without an amendment to this Plan provided approval is obtained by the
Ministry of Natural Resources. The addition or removal of a Provincially Significant
Wetland will require an amendment to this Plan.

4.4.2 Provincially Significant Habitat of Endangered Species and Threatened
Species

The significant habitat of endangered species and threatened species is not shown on
Appendix 1. Species at Risk are identified as extirpated, endangered, threatened or
species of special concern on the Species at Risk in Ontario List. The Ministry of Natural
Resources administers the Endangered Species Act, 2007 (ESA) to protect and conserve
species at risk and their habitats. Under the ESA, the Ministry of Natural Resources is
responsible for identifying and approving general and regulated habitat, as well as giving
technical advice on species at risk and their habitats. The technical advice provided under
the ESA supports the implementation of natural heritage policies found within the
Provincial Policy Statement. For the purposes of the Provincial Policy Statement, the
Ministry of Natural Resources is responsible for approving the delineation of significant
habitat for endangered and threatened species.

Development and site alteration will not be permitted in or adjacent to significant habitat of
endangered species and threatened species, except in accordance with Provincial and
Federal requirements.

The significant habitat of endangered species and threatened species will be based on an
evaluation of the following considerations:

a) Assessments reviewed and approved by the Ministry of Natural Resources
regarding the extent of the species’ habitat;

b) Habitats or areas delineated by the Ministry of Natural Resources and/or regulated
under the ESA; and,
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c) Habitat that is necessary for the maintenance, survival, and/or the recovery of
naturally occurring or reintroduced populations of endangered species or
threatened species, and where those areas of occurrence are occupied or
habitually occupied by the species during all or any part(s) of its life cycle.

4.4.3 Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest

Earth Science and Life Science ANSI's are identified on Appendix 1. Development and
site alteration will not be permitted within or adjacent to ANSI’s unless it has been
demonstrated that there will be no negative impacts on the natural features or their
ecological functions through the preparation of an EIS.

4.4.4 Significant Woodlands

The intent of this Plan is to preserve existing woodlands and vegetation and prohibit
incompatible land uses that deter their long term benefits. Woodlands are illustrated on
Appendix 1. Some areas may not be identified since the exact boundaries of mapped
areas may change over time. Development and site alteration will not be permitted within
or adjacent to significant woodlands unless it has been demonstrated that there will be no
negative impacts on the natural features or their ecological functions through the
preparation of an EIS.

4.45 Wildlife Habitat Areas

A wildlife habitat area is an area of land where plants, animals and other organisms live,
and find adequate amounts of food, water, shelter and space needed to sustain their
populations. Development and site alteration will not be permitted within or adjacent to
wildlife habitat areas unless it has been demonstrated that there will be no negative
impacts on the natural features or their ecological functions through the preparation of an
EIS.

4.4.6 Unevaluated Wetlands

Wetlands that are not classified as Provincially Significant Wetlands are considered
unevaluated wetlands. Development and site alteration will not be permitted within an
unevaluated wetland or adjacent land unless it has been demonstrated that there will be
no negative impacts on the natural features or their ecological functions through the
preparation of an EIS.

4.4.7 Fish Habitat
Fish habitat is spawning grounds and nursery, rearing, food supply, and migration areas
on which fish depend directly or indirectly in order to carry out their life processes.

Development and site alteration will not be permitted in or adjacent to fish habitat except in
accordance with Provincial and Federal requirements.
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4.4.8 Watercourses

All of the watercourses in the County are considered to be environmentally significant. It
is the intent of this Plan to protect all watercourses from incompatible development to
minimize the impacts of such development on their function.

4.4.9 Adjacent Lands

Adjacent lands, as referenced in Sections 4.4.1 through 4.4.7, are the lands contiguous to
a natural heritage feature or area where it is likely that development or site alteration
would have a negative impact on the feature or area. For the purposes of this Official Plan,
adjacent lands are determined to include all lands within the specified distance of the
boundary of natural heritage features and areas as set out in Table 4.1:

Table 4.1 — Extent of Adjacent Lands

Natural Heritage Feature Extent of Adjacent
Lands (metres)

Provincially Significant Wetlands 120
Significant Habitat of Endangered 120
Species and Threatened Species

Significant Woodlands 120
Significant wildlife habitat 120
Significant Valleylands 120
Fish habitat 120
Provincially Significant Areas of Natural 120

and Scientific Interest - Life Science

Provincially Significant Areas of Natural 50
and Scientific Interest - Earth Science

Unevaluated wetlands 120

No development or site alteration will be permitted on adjacent lands unless the ecological
function of the adjacent lands has been evaluated and it has been demonstrated, through
an EIS, that there will be no negative impact on the natural features or their ecological
functions.

4.4.10 Environmental Impact Studies

Where the policies of this Plan require that an Environmental Impact Study (EIS) is be
prepared, such an EIS will be prepared in accordance with the policies of the local
municipal official plan and the requirements of this Section.

The purpose of an Environmental Impact Study is to:
a) collect and evaluate the appropriate information in order to have a complete
understanding of the boundaries, attributes and functions of natural heritage features
and associated ecological and hydrological functions that exist;
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b) to determine whether there are any additional natural heritage features on the lands
and adjacent lands; and

¢) make an informed decision as to whether or not the proposed development and/or
site alteration will have a negative impact on the natural heritage features and
ecological and hydrological functions.

The local municipality must be satisfied with an EIS prior to the granting of development
approvals. The recommendations of an EIS will be implemented through official plan
amendments, zoning by-laws, subdivision conditions, site plan control, and/or applicable
regulations.

Before development is approved in the area subject to the EIS, the EIS will demonstrate
that the relevant policies of this Plan and the local Official Plan are met. The EIS should
also demonstrate that the use will not have a negative impact on significant natural
heritage features and related ecological functions.

4.5 Water Resources and Source Water Protection

4.5.1 Water Resources

The County contains many rivers, streams and small inland lake systems that support the
natural environment and the County’s communities. The protection of water resources
from contamination and degradation associated with certain land uses and activities is an
important element to maintaining the quality of life experienced by both existing residents
and businesses, and supporting future growth. Integrating land management and the
protection of water resources allows for the continuance of a healthy environment.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County and local municipalities will work cooperatively with the Ministry of
Natural Resources and Conservation Authorities in dealing with land management
issues within the watersheds draining to any of the watercourses, including those
that extend beyond the County.

b) The County and local municipalities will support appropriate flood control
management programs of the Ministry of Natural Resources and Conservation
Authorities.

c) The County and local municipalities will encourage the protection and restoration of
natural heritage features and areas to improve the quality and quantity of water.

d) Under the very limited circumstances where permitted by this Plan, development
applications that propose to make use of a private water source, such as any
commercial, industrial, or any other large water user, will be required to submit a
detailed hydrogeological study to determine the suitability of the lands for
groundwater extraction in addition to any water taking permits/studies required by
the Ministry of the Environment to ensure protection of the natural ecosystem, fair
sharing and conservation of water, and prevention of unacceptable interference with
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other water users. The permits/studies will be prepared to the satisfaction of the
County, local municipalities, and the Province.

e) The County and local municipalities will require the use of stormwater management
facilities on-site and/or downstream of new developments, where appropriate, to
mitigate development impacts on stormwater quantity and quality and in accordance
with Section 6.3.2.

f) In cooperation with the private sector and the community, the County and local
municipalities will encourage the reduction of water consumption levels through the
promotion of the efficient use of water and may specify appropriate water
conservation measures within existing and new development.

g) The County and/or local municipalities may establish sector-specific targets for water
use reductions.

h) The County and local municipalities will contribute to and promote a culture of water
conservation among all public, private, and community groups and local citizens and
aim to encourage the efficient and sustainable use and protection of water
resources.

i) The County and local municipalities, where possible, will encourage and promote the
health of watercourses by:

i. requiring the preservation and enhancement of natural stream bank vegetation
and promote suitable erosion control methods;

ii. promoting tree planting along watercourses, where possible, to enhance the
natural corridor function, provide for cool water temperatures and protect
watercourse banks from erosion;

iii. encouraging best management practices and that interim measures are
utilized during construction projects adjacent to watercourses to reduce
sedimentation and erosion; and

iv. promoting the use of adjacent lands to watercourses, provided there is an
appropriate buffer from the watercourse, for pedestrian movement and passive
recreation areas, where feasible.

4.5.2 Sourcewater Protection

The protection, conservation and careful management of groundwater resources is
necessary to meet the present and future needs of residents, businesses, visitors, and the
flora and fauna within the natural environment. Lakes and rivers must be protected across
the County to ensure a clean water baseflow for creeks and streams, and water sources
for ponds and wetlands.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County and local municipalities will support and participate in initiatives that
implement the Clean Water Act, where necessary and appropriate. It is recognized
that at the time this Plan was prepared Source Protection Plans are in the process of
being approved. Once the Source Protection Plans are approved, it is recognized
that amendments will be required to this Plan and the local municipal official plans to
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b)

implement the Source Protection Plans through appropriate official plan policies and
mapping. Until such time as these Plans are amended, the local municipal official
plans will continue to provide policy guidance with respect to the protection of source
water, including designated vulnerable areas, well head areas, and areas
susceptible to groundwater contamination.

The County and local municipalities will support the implementation of restrictions on
development and site alteration to protect all municipal drinking water supplies and
designated vulnerable areas, and protect, improve or restore vulnerable and
sensitive surface and ground water features and their hydrologic functions.

Assurance that sourcewater quality and quantity will not be negatively impacted will
be required for approval of development applications.
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5.0 NATURAL AND HUMAN-MADE HAZARDS

The policies of this Plan seek to protect the residents of the County and property by
managing natural and human-made hazards, which may represent a risk to health and/or
safety or may pose constraints to development. Such hazards may include flood
susceptibility, erosion susceptibility resulting from steep slopes and unstable soils, and
potential hazards associated with waste disposal sites, potentially contaminated lands,
and land uses which may pose unacceptable levels of noise, vibration or odour.

5.1 Objectives

The County’s objectives related to natural and human made hazards include:

a) Reduce the potential for public cost or risk to the County residents from natural or
human-made hazards.

b) Direct development away from areas of natural or human-made hazards where
there is an unacceptable risk to public health or safety or of property damage, and
not create new or aggravate existing hazards.

c) Promote the redevelopment and revitalization of contaminated or potentially
contaminated lands for reintegration into the community.

d) Minimize potential land use conflicts by ensuring compatibility amongst land uses
and activities.

5.2 Natural Hazards

It is the intent of the County and local municipalities to protect life and property by
managing natural and human-made hazards, which may represent constraints to
development. New development should only take place in areas that are not susceptible
to hazards. Natural hazard lands are lands that have inherent environmental hazards
such as flood susceptibility, erosion susceptibility, instability and other physical conditions,
which are severe enough, if developed upon, to pose a risk to occupants of loss of life,
property damage and social disruption.

The County and local municipalities will consider the potential impacts of climate change
that may increase the risk associated with natural hazards, and in consideration of the
policies in Section 6.6.

Local municipal official plans will identify hazards and provide associated policies which
achieve the intent of this Plan.
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5.2.1 Flooding Hazards
It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Any development below flood elevations are considered to be within an area that
may be subject to a flooding hazard.

b) Development will be directed away from areas within or adjacent to the regulatory
flood plain, except under very specific conditions. Any development proposed within
the regulatory flood plain will require approval from the applicable Conservation
Authority and/or Ministry of Natural Resources.

c) Uses prohibited from locating in a flood plain or on lands that may be susceptible to
a flooding hazard, include:

i. aninstitutional use associated with hospitals, nursing homes, pre-school,
school nurseries, day care and schools, where there is a threat to the safe
evacuation of the sick, the elderly, persons with disabilities or the young during
an emergency as a result of flooding, failure of flood proofing measures or
protection works, or erosion;

ii. an essential emergency service such as that provided by fire, police and
ambulance stations and electrical substations, which would be impaired during
an emergency as a result of flooding, the failure of flood proofing measures
and/or protection works, and/or erosion; and

iii. uses associated with the disposal, manufacture, treatment or storage of
hazardous substances.

d) Development may be permitted on an existing lot of record in a flood plain subject to
local municipal official plan policies and approval from the applicable Conservation
Authority and/or Ministry of Natural Resources. The creation of new lots within a
flooding hazard will be discouraged.

5.2.2 Steep Slopes, Unstable Soils and Erosion Hazards

There are also lands subject to hazards due to steep slopes, unstable soils and/or erosion
in locations other than flood plains or the shoreline area. Development of such areas may
be considered provided that the risks of the existing or potential hazards can be
satisfactorily mitigated.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Development will not be permitted within areas susceptible to erosion and other
hazard areas, except where established by an appropriate engineering evaluation of
the erosion potential and/or slope stability which deems the development
acceptable.

b) Uses prohibited from locating in an erosion hazard, include:
i. an institutional use associated with hospitals, nursing homes, pre-school,
school nurseries, day care and schools, where there is a threat to the safe
evacuation of the sick, the elderly, persons with disabilities or the young during
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an emergency as a result of flooding, failure of flood proofing measures or
protection works, or erosion;

ii. an essential emergency service such as that provided by fire, police and
ambulance stations and electrical substations, which would be impaired during
an emergency as a result of flooding, the failure of flood proofing measures
and/or protection works, and/or erosion; and

iii. uses associated with the disposal, manufacture, treatment or storage of
hazardous substances.

¢) The stable top of the bank will be determined by a qualified Professional, in
consultation with the County and/or local municipality and Conservation Authority.
The required setback will reflect the degree, severity and extent of the hazard.

d) A geotechnical study or engineering analysis may be required in order to determine
the feasibility of proposed development in the above mentioned areas. A minimum
setback may be included in the implementing zoning by-law.

5.2.3 Development, Interference with Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines
and Watercourse Regulation

Certain lands within the County are subject to the Development, Interference with
Wetlands and Alterations to Shorelines and Watercourse Regulation issued by the
Province. The Regulation Limit is identified on Appendix 1, and represents a compilation
of various information including engineered flood plain mapping, estimated flood plain
mapping and erosion hazards. The extent of these regulated areas and features are
subject to adjustment as confirmed by site visits and studies. The respective
Conservation Authorities should be consulted for details and the implementation of the
regulation.

Development in a regulated area or the straightening, changing, diverting or interfering in
any way with the existing channel or a river, creek, stream, watercourse or changing or

interfering with a wetland will require permission from the applicable Conservation
Authority.

5.3 Human-Made Hazards

5.3.1 Waste Disposal Sites

The location of new waste disposal sites and the expansion of existing waste disposal
sites will require an amendment to this Plan and the local municipal official plan.
Development within proximity to waste disposal sites will be carefully regulated to
minimize land use conflicts and the potential for any adverse effects.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Closed and active waste disposal sites in the County are identified on Schedule E of
this Plan, and will be identified in the local municipal official plans.
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b) Development proposals within 500 metres of any closed or inactive waste disposal
site will be accompanied by a study prepared by the proponent that satisfies the
County and local municipality and the requirements of the Ministry of the
Environment guidelines related to land uses on or near landfills and dumps. The
study will address any mitigation measures required.

c) Use of any closed waste disposal site will be in accordance with the Certificate of
Approval.

d) New waste disposal sites, or expansions thereto, are not contemplated within the
horizon of this Plan and will only be considered through an amendment to this
Official Plan and in accordance with the requirements of the Environmental
Assessment Act.

e) Wherever practical and feasible, methane or other greenhouse gas emissions from
waste management systems will be captured and used as an alternative energy
source for the County and its surrounding areas. Additional opportunities for other
renewable energy undertakings on any of the waste disposal sites will be supported.

5.3.2 Potentially Contaminated Lands

Potentially contaminated lands represent a potential hazard to human health, ecological
health and the natural environment, but also represent opportunities for potential

redevelopment and reintegration into the community, if they are properly remediated to
suit a new use of the site.

It will be the policy of the County that:
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a) The County and local municipalities will encourage remediation and their appropriate
redevelopment, of contaminated sites, or land adjacent to known or potentially
contaminated sites, in accordance with provincial regulations and procedures and
the policies of this Plan and the local municipal official plan.

b) For land with a historic use which may have resulted in site contamination or land
adjacent to known or potentially contaminated sites, Environmental Site
Assessments (ESAs) will be prepared as part of the development approvals process
to determine whether contamination exists, its extent where it does exist, and to
determine remediation requirements.

¢) The County and local municipalities will encourage owners of potentially
contaminated sites to remediate their sites so that they may be reintegrated into the
community.



5.3.3 Environmental Procedures for Potentially Contaminated Lands

If the site of a proposed use or development is in the opinion of the County, local
municipality or other approval authority known or suspected to be a contaminated site, the
local municipality will require that prior to permitting development on the site, the
proponent will complete the following to the satisfaction of the County or other approval
authority:

a) Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) in accordance with Ministry of Environment
guidelines; and,

b) site restoration in accordance with a remedial plan, where the need for remediation
is identified.

Where an ESA has determined that contamination exists, no development will be
permitted until such time as the completion of any required decommissioning and/or
remediation of the site, and a Record of Site Condition (RSC) has been prepared by a
Qualified Person confirming that site soil conditions meet provincial criteria for the
proposed use.

The local municipal official plans may establish more detailed procedures and
requirements to address the remediation of contaminated sites.

5.3.4 Noise, Vibration Odour and Other Contaminants

Managing noise, vibration and odour levels is important to ensuring health and well-being,
and in managing appropriate relationships between sensitive land uses, land uses that
emit noise, vibration and/or odour, and certain elements of the transportation system.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) New residential or other sensitive uses will not be located in noise sensitive areas
unless noise abatement techniques are employed to reduce the noise to comply with
the Ministry of the Environment sound level criteria/guidelines.

b) New residential or other sensitive uses will not be permitted in any area where it is
anticipated that noise, vibration, odour or other contaminants from vehicular traffic or
from the nature of the use will exceed Ministry of the Environment sound level
criteria and/or guidelines.

¢) Only those new commercial or employment uses that can meet the Ministry of the
Environment’s sound level criteria will be permitted.

d) The development of new employment uses will have regard for the Ministry of the
Environment guidelines respecting separation distances between industrial uses and
sensitive uses. In locating any sensitive land use in the vicinity of any established or
approved employment use, the County and/or local municipalities will have regard
for the relevant Ministry of the Environment guidelines.

e) For any proposed development of a sensitive land use in proximity to a Provincial
Highway, a noise and vibration study will be required to be submitted by a
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f)

proponent, prepared by a qualified acoustical consultant, in accordance with the
appropriate provincial guidelines, to the satisfaction of the County and/or local
municipalities, and/or other jurisdiction prior to development approval. The
recommendations of the approved noise and vibration report will be incorporated in
the development agreement for implementation, as approved.

The County and/or local municipalities will support initiatives of agencies to develop
standards, regulations and procedures to prevent spillage of toxic materials. The
County and/or local municipalities will support agencies and firms in the
development of appropriate methods and capability to deal with spills with due
speed and diligence. Additional safety measures for the storage, transportation and
use of toxic materials will be encouraged.

g) Development proposals for uses that involve the storage or processing of hazardous

substances or contaminated materials, including water, will demonstrate, to the
satisfaction of the County and/or local municipalities that they will comply with all
relevant Provincial and/or Federal regulations.



6.0 TRANSPORTATION, INFRASTRUCTURE
AND SERVICING

Growth and development is serviced through a system of infrastructure, which include the
roads and parking facilities, trail systems, water and sewage services, stormwater and
waste management systems, utilities and telecommunications infrastructure, electricity
generation facilities and transmission and distribution systems. These systems play an
important role in defining the communities and areas within the County and ensuring their
sustainability, in terms of community health, economic competitiveness and environmental
awareness. The policies of this Plan, strive to ensure the efficient and cost-effective co-
ordination between the growth management framework and the provision of systems of
networks and infrastructure so they are financially viable over their life cycle and meet
current and projected needs.

Prior to considering the development of new or expanding infrastructure and public service
facilities, the use of existing infrastructure and public service facilities should be optimized,;
and opportunities for adaptive reuse should be considered, wherever feasible.

6.1 Objectives

The County’s objectives related to transportation, infrastructure and servicing are to:

a) Promote the establishment of a comprehensive and efficient transportation system
to move people and goods to support economic development objectives of the
County.

b) Support and encourage active transportation to contribute to the development of
healthy and complete communities and minimize auto-dependence.

c) Support the implementation of the Dufferin County Active Transportation Master
Plan, 2010, through the establishment of trails and active transportation
opportunities.

d) Encourage local municipalities in their provision of sewage and water systems
which are environmentally and fiscally responsible.

e) Optimize the use of existing infrastructure and public facilities prior to considering
the development of new infrastructure.

f) Encourage innovative stormwater management measures to support water quality
maintenance and flood management.

g) Support waste management initiatives which support waste diversion, reuse,

reductions in material consumption and minimize impacts on the natural
environment.
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h) Promote modern and robust telecommunications and utilities infrastructure which
meets the needs of the County and growing businesses.

i) Encourage energy efficiency and conservation which reduces impacts on air
quality and the impacts of climate change.

i) Support the coordination and efficient provision of infrastructure to accommodate
growth in a fiscally and environmentally responsible manner.

6.2 Transportation System

The transportation system plays an important role in determining the quality of life within a
community through the level of service and accessibility to employment, social,
recreational and commercial opportunities. The transportation system, set out in
Schedule F supports the establishment of a comprehensive and efficient transportation
system to move people and goods.

In addition to all the applicable municipal and County requirements, all proposed
development located in the vicinity of a Provincial Highway within the Ministry of
Transportation’s permit control area under the Public Transportation and Highway
Improvement Act, will be subject to Ministry of Transportation approval.

6.2.1 Movement of People and Goods

The County provides for a range of systems and networks for the movement of goods and
people, including roads, cycling and trails, and rail corridors. The County has excellent
access to higher-order transportation systems including Provincial Highways. Every effort
will be made to ensure an efficient and effective transportation system to encourage and
support economic development in the County.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County and local municipalities will ensure the co-ordination between growth
management and the transportation systems.

b) The County will work with transportation industries to facilitate the efficient
movement of goods by improving the level of service while maintaining community
safety and minimizing risk.

¢) The County and local municipalities will ensure that appropriate transportation
service is provided to employment areas.

d) The County and local municipalities will ensure that designated commercial areas
are serviced by roads with appropriate traffic capacity.

e) Through the passing of by-laws, the County and local municipalities may establish

truck routes along Provincial Highways, County Roads, and other arterial roads and
non-residential collector roads, thereby avoiding local roads in residential
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neighbourhoods, in order to protect residents from noise and corridor emission
pollutants.

f) The County will maintain and encourage the protection of rail corridors for other
linear uses should they become abandoned.

g) The County will encourage the efficient use of existing and planned infrastructure,
including the use of transportation demand management strategies, where feasible.

h) The County supports the protection of major goods movement facilities and corridors
for the long term, by ensuring that development is compatible and supportive of the
long term purposes of the corridor and is designed to avoid, mitigate or minimize
negative impacts on and from the corridor and transportation facilities.

6.2.2 Provincial Highways and County Roads

The County has excellent access to higher-order transportation systems including
Provincial Highways such as Highway 10, 9 and 89. Every effort will be made to ensure an
efficient and effective transportation system to encourage and support economic
development in the County.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The following roads are identified on Schedule F:
i. Provincial Highways; and
i. County Roads.

b) The following minimum right-of-way road widths should be maintained where
possible:
i. Provincial Highways — As determined by the Province; and
ii. County Roads — 30 metres.

c) Requirements for local municipal roads under the jurisdiction of the local
municipalities will be established by the local municipality.

d) Where additional land is required for road widening and extensions, such land will be
dedicated wherever possible, in the course of approving draft plans of subdivision or
condominium, consents or site plan agreements, without amendment to this Plan.
The dedication of such land will take into account the following:

i. the extent of the right-of-way that may be required as established in the
policies of this Plan and the local municipal official plan;

ii. road widenings being taken equally on either side of the centre line of existing
roads. However, unequal widenings may be required where factors, such as
topography, historic building locations, grade separation, channelization,
existing development or other unique conditions make the dedication of equal
widenings is not feasible;

ii. the need to provide acceleration and deceleration lanes, left-turn storage
lanes, medians, traffic signals or other traffic control devices, sight triangles at
intersections including intersections of road and a railway line, railway grade
separations and/or any other traffic or road engineering consideration. The
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extent of the widening will be based on specific characteristics of the
intersection and will be determined in accordance with accepted traffic
engineering design criteria; and

iv. other requirements as established by the County, and/or local municipality.

e) Any proposals to widen, extend, realign, or improve roads will consider natural

f)

heritage features and areas and their functions, and cultural heritage landscape
factors and attributes of adjacent land, or by views created by the road. The County
and/or local municipality may require that appropriate studies be undertaken prior to
approval or endorsement of any proposals to widen, extend, realign or improve
roads.

The preservation and reuse of abandoned transportation corridors for purposes that
maintain the corridor’s continuous linear characteristics will be encouraged,
whenever appropriate and feasible.

g) The automobile will continue to be the main mode of transportation within the

County. Notwithstanding this, a land use pattern, density and mix of uses will be
promoted, particularly within the settlement areas and along appropriate roadways
within the County thereby reducing the length and number of vehicle trips,
complementing the increased level of pedestrian activity.

h) Safe and convenient pedestrian interfaces with roads will be encouraged wherever

appropriate and practical.

The impact of a development proposal on the transportation system, including the
means of access, will be examined through a review of all documents deemed as
appropriate by the County and/or local municipality and will generally include a traffic
impact study. Only those development proposals that can be accommodated in the
existing system will be permitted. Where the transportation system is not adequate,
the County and/or local municipality will require, as a condition of development
approval, that the proponent of the development:

i. improve the transportation system to accommodate the proposed development
to the satisfaction of the County and/or local municipality, without the County
or local municipality incurring any costs;

i. make the necessary financial contributions for the required improvements;
and/or

iii. dedicate rights-of-way for the development of roads.

6.2.2.1 Provincial Highways

Highways 9, 10 and 89 are designated Provincial Highways in the County. They are
owned and maintained by the Ministry of Transportation.

The Ministry of Transportation's statutory authority for its Permit Control System, including
highway access control, is set out in Sections 31, 34 (King's Highway) and 38 (controlled-
access highway) of the Public Transportation and Highway Improvement Act. Any
development located within the Ministry of Transportation’s permit control area under the
Public Transportation and Highway Improvement Act is subject to Ministry of
Transportation review and approval prior to the issuance of entrance, building and land
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use permits. These permits must be obtained prior to any construction being undertaken
within the Ministry of Transportation‘s permit control area.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Where development is proposed in proximity to a Provincial Highway, Ministry of
Environment Noise Assessment Criteria will be applied.

b) Direct access to a Provincial Highways is only permitted provided that the proponent
of development meets the Ministry of Transportation’s access management
practices and principles and demonstrates to the satisfaction of the County, local
municipality, and the Province that direct access is appropriate, considering the
settlement structure and land use policies of this Plan and the local municipal official
plan and the following:

i. the location of proposed access with respect to sight lines, topography and the
geometric design of the highway; and

ii. the effect of turning movements on through traffic taking into consideration the
volume of traffic generated by the proposed land use, other existing direct
accesses onto the highway within the immediate vicinity and the need for
turning, acceleration and/or deceleration lanes.

¢) Where new development is abutting a Provincial Highway and a County or local
municipal road, the development is encouraged to gain access from first the local
municipal road wherever practical, followed by the consideration of the County
Road, where possible.

d) Only those uses that are compatible with the operation of a patrol yard will be
permitted to locate adjacent to a patrol yard. The MTO owns and operates a patrol
yard in the northeast corner of the Town of Shelburne, located at County Road 124,
RR 3, #516116.

6.2.2.2 County Roads
It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Direct access to County Roads from abutting properties is permitted provided the
access point is in a location where there are adequate sight lines considering the
topography and the geometric design of the road. Access to a County Road will
require the approval of an entrance permit in accordance with the County’s
application procedures.

b) Existing County Roads having substandard widths or engineering standards and
when scheduled for reconstruction, may be reconstructed to currently accepted
standards as determined by the County.

c) County Road access points will be designed to the satisfaction of the County and

be in locations that will not create a hazard due to impaired line of sight, or any
other safety, transportation or land use planning consideration.
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6.2.3 Active Transportation

A shift towards active lifestyles and increasing demands for sustainable modes of
transportation presents a need for a useful and accessible walking and cycling network in
the County. This Plan recognizes that bicycle and pedestrian trails and paths contribute to
healthy communities and supports such sustainable modes of travel. The County and
local municipalities encourage the development and enhancement of pedestrian and
shared use of non-motorized trails and bicycle routes. The County supports the
establishment of trails and the active transportation objectives as identified in the Dufferin
County Active Transportation (DCATT) Master Plan, 2010, and identified on Schedule G
and G1 of this Plan.

The DCATT outlines the County’s long-term strategy for improving conditions for active
transportation in the County. The active transportation network plays an important role in
the County by connecting communities and supporting County and local municipal tourism
and active transportation objectives. The DCATT provides for a primary and secondary
route network to accommodate various user groups. The primary network consists of trail
and active transportation routes that are designed to connect the urban settlement areas,
provide connections to surrounding municipalities and connect to regional trail systems. In
the urban areas of Orangeville and Shelburne, the active transportation network generally
utilizes routes that have been approved through previous plans in order to provide a
continuous spine. The Secondary network includes routes that connect to the primary
network and includes routes that showcase the County’s geographic diversity and connect
to key destinations.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County and local municipalities will support the implementation of the DCATT
Master Plan and trail network as identified in the DCATT and generally shown on
Schedule G and G1. The proposed network facility types are outlined in the DCATT
and associated Planning and Design Guidelines and will be considered in the
implementation of the active transportation network. Local municipalities are
encouraged to establish more detailed and comprehensive active transportation
master plans which complement the DCATT Master Plan.

b) The County and local municipalities will support the development of the active
transportation network by considering cycling and pedestrian enhancements to
County and local roads to implement the trails network when they are scheduled for
improvements, and subject to the County and local municipality’s capital works
program.

c) The County will consult and work cooperatively with the local municipalities to
ensure that the County-wide network is contiguous with local active transportation
networks.

d) The County and local municipalities will work towards providing safe bicycle and
pedestrian paths, both separated from the roadway, on existing and proposed roads,
on abandoned transportation corridors, and within parks and open spaces, as
appropriate.
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e) The County and local municipalities are encouraged to interconnect existing walking

trails and bicycle paths and, where feasible and appropriate, provide continuous trail
system linkages.

f) The County and local municipalities will promote accessible and convenient trail

systems within a reasonable distance from any trailheads.

g) The County and local municipalities will ensure that trail and path systems provide

places to sit, and include the use of diverse paving, high quality landscape materials,
and pedestrian scaled directional lighting.

h) The County and local municipalities will promote aesthetically pleasing trail systems,

j)

particularly for recreational purposes. Particular attention will be given to trail
systems associated with natural assets including watercourses, parks, and natural
features.

The implementation of trail systems will be feasible in terms of the costs and benefits
associated with the route selection. Healthy lifestyles, sustainability, and the quality
of neighbourhood character will be taken into consideration.

The County and local municipalities will encourage the integration of bicycle path
and walkway systems into the design of transportation facilities by including facilities
such as sufficient and protected bicycle storage areas at places of employment and
community infrastructure, facilities, and cultural and shopping locations, where
appropriate.

k) The County and local municipalities are encouraged, where applicable, to implement

and operate an effective trail system maintenance program.

The County and local municipalities in association with other organizations and
agencies will support the development and promotion of scenic, recreational and
educational pathways and trails (such as the Bruce Trail) with well-signed and
interesting attractions along the Niagara Escarpment and connected multi-purpose
trail systems throughout the County.

m) The County and local municipalities will support the use of active and inactive rail

corridors for use as multi-use trails where feasible and appropriate.

n) The County, local municipalities and partners will pursue alternative funding from

other levels of government and the private sector to implement the active
transportation and trail routes in the County, and have a lead role in public outreach
and in promoting the benefits of active transportation.

6.2.4 Ralil

The County supports the continuation of safe and efficient rail facilities and rail network
within the County. Development adjacent to rail facilities will be carefully controlled to
eliminate land use conflicts and ensure the safe and continued operation of the rail line.
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It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Planning for uses in the vicinity of rail facilities will protect the long-term operation
and economic role of the corridor.

b) The County will encourage economic development opportunities associated with the
rail transportation system, and or future public transit opportunities.

¢) Any proposed new residential or other sensitive use within 300 metres of an active
railway right-of-way will be supported by noise and compatibility studies, completed
to the satisfaction of the County and/or local municipality, in consultation with the
appropriate railway company.

d) Any proposed new development within 75 metres of an active railway right-of-way
will be supported by a vibration impact study, completed to the satisfaction of the
County and/or local municipality, in consultation with the appropriate railway
company.

e) For development adjacent to a railway right-of-way, appropriate safety measures
such as setbacks, berms and security fences will be provided to the satisfaction of
the County and/or local municipality in consultation with the appropriate railway
company.

f) Proponents of development within 300 metres of an active railway right-of-way are
encouraged to consult with the appropriate railway company prior to filing formal
development applications.

g) The County supports the reuse of abandoned rail corridors for potential trail
systems, in accordance with the policies of Section 6.2.3.

6.2.5 Airports

Airports must be appropriately designed, buffered and/or separated to prevent adverse
effects from noise. New residential development and other sensitive land uses are
prohibited in areas near airports above the 30 NEF/NEP, as set out on maps approved by
Transport Canada, in order to protect airports from incompatible development.

It will be the policy of the County that:
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a) Planning for uses in the vicinity of airports will protect the long-term operation and
economic role of the airport.

b) New residential development and other sensitive land uses will not be permitted in
areas above 30 NEF/NEP as set out in local municipal official plans.

c) Redevelopment of existing residential uses and other sensitive land uses may be
considered above 30 NEF/NEP, if it has been demonstrated that there will be no
negative impacts on the long-term function of the airport.



d) New development in areas below 30 NEF/NEP, but in close proximity to airports
may be required to address noise and vibration and/or land use compatibility as
established in local municipal official plans.

e) New development permitted within the airport lands and other areas above the 30
NEF/NEP may be subject to a noise analysis to identify noise reduction features and
other mitigation measures in accordance with the policies and guidelines of
Transport Canada Aviation.

6.3 Water and Sewage Systems
6.3.1 Water and Sewage Services

The provision of water and sewage systems is the responsibility of the local municipalities.
The County will promote efficient and environmentally responsible development which is
supportable on the basis of appropriate types and levels of water supply and sewage
disposal consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement.

The County encourages new development to proceed on the basis of full municipal
services and local municipalities are encouraged to co-ordinate their approach to, and
timing of, the provision of water and sewage treatment through the preparation of an
overall servicing strategy.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Full municipal sewage services and municipal water services are the preferred
form of servicing for all urban settlement areas. Intensification and redevelopment
within urban settlement areas on existing municipal sewage services and municipal
water services will be promoted, wherever feasible.

b) Where municipal sewage services and municipal water services are not provided,
municipalities may allow the use of private communal sewage services and private
communal water services.

c) Where municipal sewage services and municipal water services or private
communal sewage services and private communal water services are not
provided, individual on-site sewage services and individual on-site water services
may be used provided that site conditions are suitable for the long-term provision
of such services with no negative impacts. In settlement areas, these services may
only be used for infilling and minor rounding out of existing development.

d) The use of partial services will only be permitted in the following circumstances:
i.  where they are necessary to address failed individual on-site sewage
services and individual on-site water services in existing development; or
ii.  within settlement areas, to allow for infilling and minor rounding out of
existing development on partial services provided that site conditions are
suitable for the long-term provision of such services with no negative
impacts.
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e)

f)

g)

6.3.2

The local municipality must confirm the availability of the required servicing
capacity prior to development being approved, or until a servicing agreement is in
place to ensure that such capacity will be available to service the development
within a reasonable timeframe. Ministry of the Environment guidelines will be used
when determining the remaining uncommitted reserve sewage system capacity
and reserve water system capacity.

Public or private investment in upgrading or expanding municipal sewage services
or water services should be focused within the urban settlement areas. The
County recognizes that circumstances may warrant infrastructure investment in
community settlement areas.

Encourage monitoring and proper maintenance of private sewage treatment
systems in the County in order to protect water resources and the natural heritage
system.

The County will encourage local municipalities to prepare comprehensive master
servicing plans for the planning, expansion and on-going operation of sewage
treatment and water treatment facilities, pumping stations, force mains and trunk
distribution and collection systems. Where appropriate, joint servicing plans are
encouraged to ensure that infrastructure is built and maintained in a cost effective,
environmentally sound and co-ordinated manner that meets the long-term needs of
the communities affected.

The County and local municipalities will promote the use of green infrastructure to
complement infrastructure.

Stormwater Management

It will be the policy of the County that:

a)

b)

c)
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The County will encourage local municipalities in their planning for stormwater
management to:
i. minimize, or, where possible, prevent increases in contaminant loads;
ii. minimize changes in water balance and erosion;
iii. notincrease risks to human health and safety and property damage;
iv. maximize the extent and function of vegetative and pervious surfaces; and
v. promote stormwater management best practices, including stormwater
attenuation and re-use, and low impact development.

Where a non-serviced stormwater management facility is proposed, existing
drainage patterns are to be maintained and all related infrastructure is to be within
the limits of development wherever practical.

The County and local municipalities will promote naturalized and unfenced
stormwater management facilities, constructed with gentle slopes. Applications for
development will be required to be supported by a stormwater quality/quantity
management study. The planning and design of stormwater facilities should be
undertaken in accordance with the Ministry of the Environment’s Stormwater
Management Planning and Design Manual.



6.4 Waste Management

It will be the policy of the County that:

a)

b)

h)

Waste management will include waste diversion (composting and recycling), waste
disposal, and waste as a potential resource. The County and local municipalities
recognize and support the provincial initiative of reducing waste through a diversion
action plan, and may initiate their own diversion plan.

In addition to the requirements of this Section, new waste management sites, or
expansions thereto, are not contemplated within the horizon of this Plan and will only
be considered through an amendment to this Plan.

The County will effectively and efficiently manage the solid waste generated within
the County.

The County and local municipalities will contribute to and show leadership by
considering reductions in material consumption and waste production and increases
in diversion and reuse within its municipal culture, decision-making, and operations.

The County and local municipalities will continually promote the household and
commercial recycling program and improve efforts for waste-diversion.

The County and local municipalities will co-operate with all levels of government and
other agencies in promoting public awareness of waste issues and in promoting
waste diversion strategies as well as other alternative waste management
techniques.

The County and local municipalities will emphasize the responsibility of the
municipality, developers, residents, and commercial, institutional, and industrial
establishments to minimize environmental impact as a result of solid waste and to
bear the costs of doing so.

The County and local municipalities should consider the implications of development
and land use patterns on waste generation, management and diversion.

6.5 Utilities and Telecommunications Networks

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County and local municipalities will facilitate the coordination between growth

management and the maintenance and expansion of the telecommunication sector,
both in terms of technological advancement and service provision.

b) Through the County’s and local municipalities planning activities, existing utilities,

telecommunications and transmission corridors and networks will be protected and
enhanced, and maintained and operated to minimize their impact on the local
communities.
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¢) The County and local municipalities will encourage the establishment of a modern
telecommunications network to meet the needs of the County.

d) The County and local municipalities will promote and encourage the shared and
multiple use of telecommunications towers and corridors for utility uses.
Additionally, the County and local municipalities will support the shared use of
corridors for transportation and trail uses.

e) Public and private utilities will be permitted in all land use designations and will be
installed, where possible, within public road allowances or within appropriate
easements.

f) The County and local municipalities will ensure that adequate utility networks, are or
will be, established to serve the anticipated development and that these networks
can be phased in a manner that is cost-effective and efficient.

g) The County and local municipalities will promote all utilities and telecommunications,
to be planned for and installed on a coordinated and integrated basis in order to be
more efficient, cost effective and minimize disruption.

h) The County and local municipalities will ensure that all large, above-ground utility
infrastructure is located and designed to be compatible with its surroundings.

6.6 Energy Conservation, Air Quality and Climate

Change Adaptation

Energy efficiency and conservation is an important element of sustainable policy.
Reduced energy demand allows for a more sustainable approach to the management of
energy use and could provide additional opportunities for local renewable energy projects.

By reducing the impacts of greenhouse gas emissions, energy conservation is an
important part of lessening climate change. Energy conservation facilitates the
replacement of non-renewable resources with renewable energy sources.

It will be the policy of the County that:
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a) The County and local municipalities will provide opportunities for the development of
energy supply including electricity generation facilities and transmission and
distribution systems to accommodate current and projected needs.

b) The County and local municipalities will contribute to and promote a culture of
conservation among all public, private, and community groups and local citizens and
aim to reduce energy use in all sectors.

c) The County and local municipalities will contribute to and show leadership by
considering energy conservation and efficiency within its municipal decision making
and operations.



d) The County and local municipalities may prepare a Conservation and Demand
Management Plan in accordance with the Green Energy Act.

e) The County and local municipalities will promote renewable energy systems, where
feasible, in accordance with provincial and federal requirements.

f) The County and local municipalities will encourage the design and development of
neighbourhoods and green buildings that conserve energy.

g) The County and local municipalities will promote and encourage business and
homeowner participation in programs that reward or incentivize investments in
energy efficient technologies.

d) The County and local municipalities support government programs and encourage
industries to substantially reduce the production of chemical products known to have
negative impacts on air quality.

e) The County and local municipalities may undertake tree planting, landscaping, and
naturalization initiatives, where appropriate, on municipal property to improve air
quality.

f) The County and local municipalities will promote a living snow fence, tree planting
strategy along appropriate roadways.

g) Opportunities for upgrades to municipal infrastructure will consider the impacts of
climate change including more frequent and severe rain events and floods to prevent
a failure of existing systems.

h) The County and local municipalities will promote compact urban forms, a mix of land
uses and the use of active transportation and transit-supportive development.

6.6.1 Alternative and Renewable Energy

The County will encourage the development of alternative and renewable energy systems,
as a source of energy for the economic and environmental benefit of the County. These
systems significantly reduce the amount of harmful emissions to the environment when
compared to conventional energy systems.

New or expanded alternative or renewable energy systems should be designed and
constructed to minimize impacts on adjacent land uses in order to prevent adverse effects
from odours, noise and other contaminants and minimize risk to public health and safety.
Sites for large-scale alternative or renewable energy systems should have sufficient area
to provide appropriate setbacks from sensitive residential and institutional land uses to
provide safety and/or minimize other potential impact in accordance with the Green
Energy Act.

The Province is encouraged to consult with the County and local municipalities where

wind energy generation is being contemplated. The County will develop a protocol for the
review and comment on applications made under the Green Energy Act.
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6.7 Coordination of Infrastructure and Environmental
Assessments

The County will work with local municipalities and the Province to support the efficient
provision of infrastructure required to accommodate growth in a fiscally and
environmentally responsible manner. The County will support coordinated efforts in the
provision of transportation corridors and transit-supportive networks, water and
wastewater systems, waste management systems, trails and recreation networks,
communication/telecommunications and utilities, and community infrastructure and
facilities.

The requirement for undertaking Municipal Class Environmental Assessments (EAs) apply
to municipal infrastructure projects including roads, water and wastewater projects, in
accordance with the Environmental Assessment Act. The Municipal Class EA recognizes
the desirability of coordinating or integrating the planning process and approvals under the
Environmental Assessment Act and the Planning Act, as long as the intent and
requirements of both Acts are met.

The County and local municipalities will support the integration of Class EA projects with
Planning Act approvals, which may include the preparation of Master Plans for integrating
infrastructure requirements for existing and future land uses and infrastructure with
environmental assessment planning principles and requirements, which may address
Phase 1 and 2 of the Municipal Class EA process, and Planning Act approvals with
respect to official plan amendments, secondary plans adopted as official plan
amendments, community improvement plans, and plans of subdivision.
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7.0 IMPLEMENTATION AND
INTERPRETATION

This Official Plan will be implemented by means of the powers conferred upon the County
by the Planning Act, the Municipal Act and other statutes as may be applicable. In
particular, the Official Plan will be implemented primarily through local municipal official
plans and the enactment of local municipal zoning by-laws, and the planning tools
available to the County and local municipalities, development control under the Planning
Act, and the undertaking of public works.

7.1 Objectives

The County’s objectives related to the implementation and interpretation of this Plan
include:

a) The County will exercise its planning authority in implementing the policies of this
Plan, recognizing that local land use planning decisions will remain the
responsibility of the local municipalities in implementing their official plans, in
conformity with the policies of this Plan.

b) The County encourages the local municipalities to utilize the full range of planning
tools available under the Planning Act in exercising their responsibilities to fulfill the
objectives of this Plan and the local municipal official plans.

¢) The County will actively monitor and review the policies of this Plan to ensure they
provide sufficient flexibility for the local municipalities in undertaking their planning
responsibilities and ensure opportunity for sufficient participation and consultation
with the public, local municipalities, and Aboriginal communities in the planning
process.

d) The County will review the policies of this Plan at regular intervals to ensure they
remain relevant in addressing County-level planning issues and matters related to
coordination and cross-jurisdictional issues and emerging provincial policies and
legislation.

7.2 Official Plan Administration

The County is responsible for conducting county-wide planning and for ensuring that land
use decisions are in conformity with this Plan.

County Council and the local Councils will not undertake any public work or pass any by-

law that does not conform to the intent and policies of this Plan. This section of the Plan
describes how the Official Plan will be administered, updated and amended, as required.
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7.3 Monitoring and Review of the Plan

The strategic goals and objectives of this Plan were developed through the public
consultation undertaken during the preparation of this Official Plan. The policies of the
Plan are based on a set of assumptions and a regulatory environment that are subject to
change over time. Official Plan monitoring and review is required to identify trends in
planning issues in the County, to analyze the effectiveness of the policies of the Plan, to
allow for adjustments and updating, and to identify the statutory requirements on how and
when the Plan is to be reviewed.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) As provided for in the Planning Act, the County will provide the opportunity for
interested citizens and organizations to present submissions on the Plan no less
than every five years after the Plan comes into effect. Through this process, the
County, with assistance from the local municipalities, will determine the need to
amend the Plan to ensure that the policies: remain realistic and appropriate with
regard to changing social, economic and environmental circumstances; conform or
do not conflict with Provincial Plans; have regard to matters of provincial interest;
and are consistent with any policy statements issued under subsection 3(1) of the
Planning Act.

b) Monitoring of specific policies is prescribed in the policies of the Plan, and will be
undertaken in accordance with those policies.

c) The County will continue to develop and maintain a geographic information system
for planning and management purposes, and provide updated mapping information,
statistics, forecasts, and analyses related to planning issues and Plan policies.

d) In response to any changes in the regulatory environment, changes to the planning
policies of the Province of Ontario or other planning initiatives, the County or local
municipalities may initiate an amendment process at any time.

e) Where judicial or quasi-judicial decisions, including those of the Ontario Municipal
Board, materially impact the County’s interpretation or intent in the policies of this
Plan, the County may choose to initiate a review of any or all of the policies at any
time.

f) Additional monitoring of this Official Plan and the monitoring of sewage and water
servicing capacity in any of the local municipalities, where applicable, may be
included in:

i. annual briefings or status reports;
ii. annual reports, such as reports prepared for capital and/or operational
budgeting purposes; and
iii. Provincial performance measures reporting.

g) The County will undertake monitoring of this Plan as it relates to the implementation
of Source Protection Plans.
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7.3.1 Amendments to Plan, Five Year Review

The County will consider all complete applications to amend this Official Plan, and will
notify the public, local municipalities, the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing and
other agencies in accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Applications to amend this Plan will include a planning rationale report for the
proposed change, prepared by the proponent. This will include, but not be limited to,
information regarding the proposed use, servicing, density if applicable, floor area if
applicable, lot layout, site plans as appropriate and applicable. The County may
waive the requirement for a planning rationale report for minor and/or site-specific
amendments.

b) Any specific Official Plan amendment procedures and supporting information
requirements as outlined in the policies of this Plan will apply in the consideration of
the application and the completeness of the application, in accordance with the
requirements of the Planning Act.

¢) The County will consider the following criteria when reviewing applications to amend
this Plan:

i. the manner in which the proposed amendment is consistent with Provincial
Policy Statements issued under the Planning Act, and prevailing provincial
policy and regulations, and the policies of this Plan;

ii. theimpacts of the proposed amendment on the provision of and local demand
for municipal services, infrastructure and facilities;

ii. the impact of the proposed amendment on surrounding land uses, the
transportation system, municipal services and community amenities and
services;

iv. the impact of the proposed amendment on cultural heritage resources and/or
natural heritage features and areas;

v. the impact of the proposed amendment on the financial sustainability of the
County and local municipality; and

vi. any other information determined by the County, in consultation with the local
municipality(ies), and appropriate agencies, to be relevant and applicable.

7.3.2 Growth Plan Monitoring

The County, in co-operation with the local municipalities, will develop common measuring
and reporting tools to monitor progress towards achieving the targets established by this
Plan and the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, including:

a) the growth forecasts and allocations as identified in Section 2.2 of this Plan;

b) the minimum intensification targets within the built-up areas as established in
Section 2.4.2 of this Plan;

c) the minimum density targets as identified for the designated greenfield areas as
established in Section 2.4.3 of this Plan; and
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d) other performance measures and indicators as may be established by the
Province.

7.4 Public Consultation and Participation

The County supports the opportunity for public participation and input through all stages in
the planning process.

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County will provide the opportunity for residents and property owners to become
involved and participate in the planning process related to the implementation of this
Plan in accordance with the policies of this Plan and the requirements of the
Planning Act. The following policies will apply to public consultation and
participation:

the County will use a variety of techniques to encourage the participation of the
public when changes to this Plan are being considered. Subject to the
requirements of the Planning Act, the County may establish the public
consultation program it feels will best deal with the matters before it.

the County will provide notification of any amendment to this Plan in
accordance with the requirements of the Planning Act, and may consider
additional notice to ensure that the potentially affected residents in the County
and adjacent Aboriginal communities are aware of the purpose and intent of
the amendment.

the County and local municipalities will pass a by-law requiring pre-submission
consultation on privately-initiated applications processed under the Planning
Act.

the County recognizes that the provisions of the Planning Act require it to take
action on a development application within a prescribed period of time, subject
to the application being complete and the provision of adequate information
regarding the proposal being available to the public and County so that
informed decisions can be made.

b) The County will actively seek the views and participation of the public prior to making
any decisions regarding amendments to this Plan. In each case involving such
planning matters, at least one public meeting will be held and the public will be
encouraged to offer their opinions and suggestions.

c) Depending on the complexity of the application and potential impacts on adjacent
uses, the County may consider a preconsultation meeting held in a public forum to
review and hear preliminary input on the proposal. All additional fees for meetings
will be borne by the applicant.

7.5 Coordination and Cross-Jurisdictional Matters

The County will support cross-jurisdictional coordination and will work with the Province,
local municipalities, Aboriginal communities, adjacent municipalities, and other agencies.
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It will be the policy of the County that:

a) The County will ensure that a coordinated, integrated and comprehensive approach
is used when dealing with planning matters that transcend the boundaries of the
local municipalities as well as the County, Aboriginal communities, and other
jurisdictions including:

i. managing and/or promoting growth and development;

ii. economic development strategies;

iii. managing natural heritage, water, agricultural, mineral, and cultural heritage
and archaeological resources;

iv. managing infrastructure, electricity generation facilities and transmission and
distribution systems, multimodal transportation systems, public service
facilities and waste management systems;

v. managing ecosystem and watershed related issues;

vi. managing natural and human-made hazards;

vii.  population, housing and employment projections, based on regional market
areas; and

viii. addressing housing needs in accordance with Provincial Policy Statements
such as the Ontario Housing Policy Statement.

b) The County will coordinate and encourage coordination amongst local municipalities,
emergency management and other economic, environmental and social planning
considerations to support resilient communities.

7.6 Planning Administration and Tools

7.6.1 Local Municipal Official Plans

It is the intent of the County, and a requirement of the Planning Act, that local municipal
official plans will conform to the County Official Plan and be one of the primary means of
implementing the policies herein. In the event of a conflict between the provisions of a
local municipal official plan and the provisions of this Plan, the provisions of this Plan will
prevail to the extent of that conflict.

Local municipal official plans will establish planning strategies and policies for the local
municipality which have appropriate regard for Provincial Plans, policies and legislation,
and which implement and are in conformity with this Plan. Local municipal official plans
may include policies that are more restrictive than the policies in this Plan, but are not
more restrictive than where expressly limited by provincial policy and legislation.

7.6.2 Local Municipal By-laws

Local Zoning By-laws

The local municipal zoning by-laws are the regulatory tool that implements the policies of
the County and local municipal official plans. A zoning by-law contains provisions that

regulate the use, size, height, density and location of buildings on properties within the
local municipalities. The basic purpose of a zoning by-law is to regulate what can be built
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on a property, its character, relationship to adjacent uses, and how it will be configured on
the lot.

When this Plan or any part thereof takes effect, every local zoning by-law will be amended
by the local municipalities to conform with this Plan pursuant to Section 27(1) of the
Planning Act. The Amendments to the zoning by-laws should occur after the local
municipal official plan has been amended to conform to this Plan, where required.

Holding Zones

Holding zones may be incorporated into the local municipality’s zoning by-laws in order to
achieve orderly development and ensure that policies established in this Plan have been
met. The local municipality may place a holding symbol on the zone that prevents
development from occurring until they are satisfied that certain conditions have been met.
This allows the local municipality to indicate support for the development in principle, while
identifying the need for additional actions prior to development proceeding. Specific
actions or requirements for the lifting of the holding provision will be set out in the local
municipality’s zoning by-law.

Temporary Use By-laws

The local municipality may pass a temporary use by-law to allow the temporary use of
land, buildings or structures for a purpose otherwise not permitted by the zoning by-law for
a specific period of time not to exceed three years. Local municipal zoning by-laws will
establish the requirements and considerations for passing temporary use by-laws.

Interim Control By-laws

The local municipalities may establish interim control by-laws in accordance with the
relevant sections of the Planning Act, in order to control the use of land, buildings or
structures within specifically identified areas for a specified period of time not exceeding
one year, plus a permissible one-year extension in length.

Height and Density Incentives

The local municipalities, in accordance with the Planning Act, may pass a site-specific
zoning by-law amendment to authorize increases in the height and density of development
above what is permitted in the zoning by-law, in return for the following:

a) provision of affordable or rental housing;

b) preservation of built or cultural heritage features;

c) provision of sustainable design features;

d) protection and/or enhancement of natural heritage features;

e) parkland dedication greater than that required by the local municipal official plan;
f) provision of community centres, day care facilities or other public service facility;
g) public art; and/or

h) development charge credits, subject to the Development Charge By-law.
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7.6.3 Draft Plan Approval (Plans of Subdivision and Condominium)

It will be the policy of the County that local municipalities approve only those plans of
subdivision which comply with the policies of this Plan. Under conditions of approval
attached to plans of subdivision or condominium pursuant to the Planning Act, County
Council will require that the applicant enter into an agreement with the local municipality
which may be registered against the title of the subject lands and which will address
requirements to implement the provisions of this Plan and the local municipal official plan.

7.6.4 Minor Variances and Consents
Minor Variances

A minor variance is a small variation from the requirements of a zoning by-law. A minor
variance approval is a certificate of permission, because it allows the property owner to
obtain a building permit even though their property does not comply precisely with the
zoning by-law.

The Council or Committee of Adjustment of the local municipality is the approval authority
for all applications for minor variances to the provisions of the zoning by-law and other by-
laws, as delegated by Council. The Committee of Adjustment or Council will deal with
such applications in accordance with the relevant provisions of the Planning Act. The
decisions of the Committee of Adjustment or Council are required to be in keeping with the
general intent of this Plan, the local municipal official plan and the zoning by-law.

Consent to Sever

Applications to create lots through the consent to sever process will be in accordance with
the policies contained in the local municipal official plans which are required to be in
conformity with the policies contained herein and provincial policy. The County may
comment on consent applications particularly those that involve lands abutting County
roads and cross-jurisdictional matters. Consents will not be granted if the application is
contrary to the policies of this Plan or local municipal official plans.

7.6.5 Site Plan Control

This Plan encourages the use of site plan control by the local municipalities. Provisions
for site plan control will be detailed in the local municipal official plans and may include
urban and architectural design guidelines that enhance the development of the local
municipality. Those developments that propose to obtain access from a County Road are
required to consult with the County regarding access requirements, setbacks and possible
road improvements.

7.6.6 Parkland Dedication
Local municipalities will secure the maximum benefit of the Planning Act with respect to

land dedication for park development and will establish policies related to parkland
dedication and parkland development within their local municipal official plans.
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7.6.7 Community Improvement Plans

The goal of any Community Improvement Plan will be to foster and co-ordinate the
physical improvements and maintenance of older or dilapidated areas of a community for
environmental, social or community economic reasons. The County will encourage the
use of Community Improvement Plans to proactively stimulate community improvement,
rehabilitation and revitalization. The community improvement policies of Section 2.9.2 of
this Plan will apply to the use of community improvement provisions of the Planning Act.

7.6.8 Development Permit System

A local municipality may choose to enact a by-law to implement the Development Permit
System, relating to the streamlining of zoning by-law amendments, minor variances, and
site plan control.

If it has been determined that a Development Permit System is appropriate for a local
municipality, an official plan amendment, will be prepared that:

a) ldentifies the area as a proposed development permit area.

b) Sets out the scope of the authority that may be delegated and any limitations on the
delegation, if the County intends to delegate any authority under the development
permit by-law.

c) For each proposed development permit area identified, contains a statement of the
County and local municipality’s goals, objectives and policies in proposing a
development permit system for the area.

d) Sets out the types of criteria that may be included in the development permit by-law
for determining whether any class of development or any use of land may be
permitted by development permit.

e) Sets out the types of conditions that may be included in the development permit by-
law in accordance with the Planning Act.

f) Upon approval of the official plan amendment, a by-law will be passed for any area
in the local municipality outlining where the development permit system will be
applied.

7.6.9 Existing Uses

Nothing in this Plan is intended to prevent the continuation, expansion, or enlargement of
legally established uses which do not conform to the designations and provisions of this
Plan. At their sole discretion, Councils of the local municipalities may zone to permit the
continuation, expansion or enlargement of legally existing uses, or variations to similar
uses, provided that such uses are subject to any conditions that may be contained in a
local municipal official plan.
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7.6.10 Removal and Placement of Fill

The County encourages local municipalities to prepare and adopt by-laws related to the
removal and placement of fill to ensure that such activities are undertaken in an
environmentally appropriate manner and in consideration of mitigating any potentially
negative impacts.

7.7 Preconsultation and Complete Application
Requirements

This Official Plan is not a static document. Amendments to this Plan are sometimes
required or requested. To ensure that Council can make an informed decision on any
Planning Act application and in order to ensure that the public understands the
implications of the application, technical studies may also be required.

The Planning Act permits municipalities to set out requirements for technical studies and
plans to support a development application. Once this required information has been
submitted, the application is then deemed to be “complete” in accordance with the
Planning Act, with this date being the date on which the processing time frame in the
Planning Act begins. In addition, applicants cannot appeal a non-decision on their
application once the application is complete until the processing time frames set out in the
Planning Act have elapsed.

Local municipalities may establish more specific requirements for preconsultation and
complete application requirements in their local municipal official plans, consistent with the
policies of this Plan and the Planning Act.

7.7.1 Pre-consultation

If a person or public body files an application to amend the County Official Plan, local
municipal official plan or zoning by-law, or files an application for approval of a draft plan
of subdivision/condominium, consent or minor variance, the person or public body is
encouraged to consult with the local municipality and the approval authority prior to
submitting a formal application in order to determine the information required to support
the application, as set out in this Section and in accordance with Section 22(3.1) and
51(16.1) of the Planning Act.

7.7.2 Complete Applications

When the pre-consultation process for a proposed development approval application
identifies the need for one or more support studies, the application will not be considered
complete for processing purposes until the required supporting studies, information and
materials are prepared and submitted to the satisfaction of the local municipality and the
approval authority. Notification of a complete application will be given to the applicant and
all other parties by the approval authority in accordance with the Planning Act.
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7.7.3 Supporting Studies

It will be the policy of the County that:

a) Certain supporting studies, information and materials will be required as part of a
development approval process or as part of a detailed planning study as identified
throughout this Plan. The need and timing of such supporting studies, information
and materials will be determined by the approval authority on a site-specific basis in
consideration of the site’s land use context and regard to the policies of this Plan.

b) Applicants seeking development approval will be advised of the required supporting
studies, information and materials as part of the pre-application consultation process
or, if subsequently deemed necessary, prior to scheduling a prescribed public
meeting.

c) At the time of the submission of an application for a County Official Plan
amendment, local municipal official plan amendment, zoning by-law amendment,
plan of subdivision/ condominium, minor variance, or consent, the applicant may be
required to submit any of the following information, as applicable:

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
Vi.
Vii.
viii.

Xi.
Xii.

Deed and/or Offer of Purchase;
Topographic Plan of Survey;

Site Plan (Conceptual);

Floor Plan and/or Elevations;

Record of Site Condition (RSC);

Functional Servicing Report;

Approved Class Environmental Assessment;
Geotechnical Study;

Tree Survey;

Draft Plan of Subdivision;

Condominium Description; and

Other materials relevant to the development and lands impacted by the
proposed development approval application.

d) During the pre-consultation process for a County Official Plan amendment, local
municipal official plan amendment, zoning by-law amendment, draft plan of
subdivision/ condominium, or consent application, the applicant may be required to
submit any of the following supporting studies at the time of the submission of an
application, in accordance with the policies outlined in this Plan and the local
municipal official plan and/or accepted professional standards and/or guidelines as
applicable:

i.
ii.
iii.
iv.
V.
Vi.
Vii.
viii.
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Retail Market Impact Study;

Agricultural Impact Assessment;

Affordable Housing Report;

Municipal Financial Impact Assessment;

Urban Design Strategy;

Archaeological Impact Assessment;
Hydrogeological Study;

Groundwater Impact Assessment;
Environmental Impact Study (EIS);

Phase | Environmental Site Assessment (ESA);



Xi.

Xii.
xiii.
Xiv.
XV.
XVi.
XVii.
XVili.
XiX.

XX.

Site Screening Questionnaire, where a Phase 1 Environmental Site
Assessment is not required;

Noise and/or Vibration Study;

Transportation Impact Study;

Parking Study;

Servicing Feasibility Study

Stormwater Management Plan;

Planning Rationale Report;

Heritage Impact Assessment;

Lighting Study; and

Other studies relevant to the development and lands impacted by the
proposed development approval application.

e) Support studies may vary in scope, depending upon the size, nature and intent of
the development approval application and the site’s land use planning context.
Applicants of development approval applications will be advised by the approval
authority of the required supporting study contents during the pre-application
consultation process.

f) The approval authority will ensure that supporting studies, information and materials
provided by an applicant of a complete development application will be made
available to the public for review.

g) The cost of supporting studies and any other required supporting documentation will
be borne by the proponent. The proponent will reimburse costs incurred by the
County and/or local municipalities in engaging peer review consultants to evaluate
the proposal and supporting submissions.

7.8 Interpretation Policies

The County and its staff will be responsible for interpreting all aspects of the Plan. Where
policies may reference specific issues of significance to the Province, the appropriate
Ministry may assist the County on an as-needed basis.

7.8.1 General

The following policies apply to assist in the interpretation of this Official Plan:

a) The Official Plan for Dufferin County is comprised of Sections 1 to 7 Schedules A to
G inclusive. This Plan will be read in its entirety to understand its intent as a policy
guide for priority setting and decision making.

b) This Plan is intended to serve as public policy for the sustainable planning and
development of the County and will be interpreted on that basis. Local municipal
official plans will continue to provide more detailed land use and planning policy
applicable to the local municipalities.
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c) All numbers and quantities shown in this Plan will be considered to be approximate.
Technical revisions to this Plan are permitted without an amendment provided they
do not change the intent of the Plan. Technical amendments include:

i. changing the numbering, cross-referencing and arrangement of the text,
tables, schedules and maps;
ii. altering punctuation or language for consistency;
iii. correcting grammatical, dimensional and boundary, mathematical or
typographical errors; and
iv. adding technical information to maps or schedules.

d) An amendment to this Official Plan will be required where a policy, designation,
schedule, goal, or objective is added, deleted or significantly altered.

e) The boundaries of the land use designations on Schedule B and Schedule C will
be considered approximate, except where they coincide with roads, railways, lot and
concession lines, or other definitive features. The boundaries of the land use
designations will be interpreted by the County. Actual measured distances and
boundaries will be determined based on the schedules of the local municipal official
plan and zoning by-laws.

f) Where the general intent of this Plan is maintained, minor boundary adjustments will
not require an amendment.

g) Any reference to numerical values such as quantity, area, density, or population and
employment targets will be considered as approximate only and not absolute. Minor
changes will not necessitate an amendment to this Plan provided no adverse effects
may result.

h) Any modifications or revisions to street names, or other names in this Plan, including
the Schedules, will not require an amendment to this Plan.

i) Inthe case of a discrepancy between the policies in the text and related schedule,
the policies in the text will take precedence.

j) Inthe case of a perceived discrepancy between the policies, the more restrictive
policy, as determined by the County, will apply.

k) Permitted uses included in this Plan are intended to illustrate the range of activities
in each respective land use designation rather than a complete list of uses. Specific
uses will be defined in the local municipal official plan and implementing zoning by-
laws. Wherever a use is permitted in a designated area, it is intended that uses,
buildings or structures normally incidental, accessory and/or essential to that use will
also be permitted.

[) Terms and words used in this Plan are consistent with the Provincial Policy
Statement and will be interpreted as defined. Defined terms are indicated in italics
and defined in Section 7.8.2. However, the definitions may exceed minimum
standards as established in the Provincial Policy Statement.
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m)Municipal buildings, activities, services and public and private utilities will be
permitted in any land use designation, save and except in significant natural heritage
features and areas. This will be deemed to include activities and services provided
under the Municipal Act or any other legislation.

n) Where any Act or portion thereof is referenced in this Plan, it is intended that such
references should be interpreted to include any subsequent legislation that may
amend or replace the specific statute.

o) Where any guideline, manual, or portion thereof, is referenced in this Plan, it is
intended that such references should be interpreted to include any subsequent
guideline or manual that may amend or replace the referenced document.

p) The effect of this Plan is such that no municipal public works will be undertaken, and
no municipal by-law passed for any purpose, that does not conform to and comply
with this Plan.

q) The implementation of this Plan will take place over time and the use of words such
as “shall”, “will” or “must” should not be construed as the County or local
municipality’s commitment to proceed with all of the undertakings in this Plan
immediately. These undertakings will typically occur in a phased manner, subject to

budgeting and program availability.

r) Public works undertaken by all other levels of government or public agencies,
including the Government of Canada and the Province of Ontario, will also be
required to conform to this Plan, except where exempted under specific Federal or
Provincial legislation.

s) The references to the “County” in this Plan will mean Dufferin County. References
to the “local municipality(ies)” will mean the constituent lower-tier local
municipality(ies) within Dufferin County.

t) This Plan has been prepared to be consistent with the Provincial Policy Statement,
2014 and applicable Provincial Plans and legislation. Should, at any time, the
Province amend the Provincial Policy Statement, the County will amend the Plan in
a manner that reflects the legislative requirements to implement the Provincial Policy
Statement at the earliest 5 year review or otherwise as directed by Provincial
legislation. The Provincial Policy Statement has been and will continue to be
reviewed in light of the local context and circumstances. The Provincial Policy
Statement and this Plan will be reviewed and balanced in totality to determine public
interest and consistency in the County. In interpreting Section 3(5) and (6) of the
Planning Act, which requires that planning decisions “shall be consistent with” the
Provincial Policy Statement, the following will guide the County:

i. The application of “shall be consistent with” does not imply that the County
does not have the ability to develop policies and make planning decisions to
address unique local circumstances and context; however, the County’s
planning decisions will achieve the desired outcomes of the Provincial Policy
Statement;
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ii. The County’s planning decisions may go beyond the minimum standards
provided in the Provincial Policy Statement provided they do not conflict with
any other area of the Provincial Policy Statement; and

iii. Judicial and quasi-judicial decisions and other planning decisions will assist in
understanding the application of the “shall be consistent with” standard.

7.8.2 Definitions

The following definitions are indicated in italics in the Plan and are intended to assist in the
interpretation of the policies and land use schedules of the Plan. Where definitions are
taken directly from Provincial documents, they are cited.

1.
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Accessory building or structure: means a detached building or structure, the use
of which is naturally and normally incidental to, subordinate to, or exclusively
devoted to a principal use or building and located on the same lot and that is not
used for human habitation. Accessory buildings or structures may also be referred
to as accessory dwellings or accessory units.

Accessory use: means the use of any land, building or structure which is

subordinate to and exclusively devoted to the principal use located on the same lot.

Active transportation: means human-powered travel, including but not limited to,

walking, cycling, inline skating and travel with the use of mobility aids, including

motorized wheelchairs and other power-assisted devices moving at a comparable

speed. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Adjacent or Adjacent lands: means:

a. for those lands contiguous to a specific natural heritage feature or area where it
is likely that development or site alteration would have a negative impact on the
feature or area. The extent of the adjacent lands may be recommended by the
Province or based on municipal approaches which achieve the same objectives;

b. for those lands contiguous to lands on the surface of known petroleum
resources, mineral deposits, or deposits of mineral aggregate resources where it
is likely that development would constrain future access to the resources. The
extent of the adjacent lands may be recommended by the Province; and

c. for those lands contiguous to a protected heritage property, or otherwise defined
in the municipal official plan. (Source: Adapted from PPS, 2014)

Adaptive reuse: means the renovation of a building or site to include elements that

allow a particular use or uses to occupy a space that originally was intended for a

different use.

Adverse effects: as defined in the Environmental Protection Act, means one or

more of:

a. impairment of the quality of the natural environment for any use that can be

made of it;

injury or damage to property or plant or animal life;

harm or material discomfort to any person;

an adverse effect on the health of any person;

impairment of the safety of any person;

rendering any property or plant or animal life unfit for human use;

g. loss of enjoyment of normal use of property; and

interference with normal conduct of business. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Affordable: means:
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10.

11.

12.

13.

a. In the case of ownership housing, the least expensive of:

i. housing for which the purchase price results in annual accommodation
costs which do not exceed 30 percent of gross annual household income
for low and moderate income households; or

ii. housing for which the purchase price is at least 10 per cent below the
average purchase price of a resale unit in the regional market area.

b. In the case of rental housing, the least expensive of:

i. a unit for which the rent does not exceed 30 percent of gross annual
household income for low and moderate income households; or

ii. a unit for which the rent is at or below the average market rent of a unit in
the regional market area.

For the purposes of this definition:
Low and moderate income households means, a) in the case of ownership housing,
households with incomes in the lowest 60 percent of the income distribution for the
regional market area; or in the case of rental housing, households with incomes in
the lowest 60 percent of the income distribution for renter households for the
regional market area. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Agricultural condition: means
a. in regard to specialty crop areas, a condition in which substantially the same
areas and same average soil capability for agriculture are restored, the same
range and productivity of specialty crops common in the area can be achieved,
and, where applicable, the microclimate on which the site and surrounding area
may be dependent for specialty crop production will be maintained or restored;
and
b. in regard to prime agricultural land outside of specialty crop areas, a condition in
which substantially the same areas and same average soil capability for
agriculture are restored. (Source: PPS 2014)
Agricultural uses: means the growing of crops, including nursery, biomass, and
horticultural crops; raising of livestock; raising of other animals for food, fur or fibre,
including poultry and fish; aquaculture; apiaries; agro-forestry; maple syrup
production; and associated on-farm buildings and structures, including, but not
limited to livestock facilities, manure storages, value-retaining facilities, and
accommodation for full-time farm labour when the size and nature of the operation
requires additional employment. (Source: PPS 2014)
Agri-tourism uses: means those farm-related tourism uses, including limited
accommodation such as a bed and breakfast, that promote the enjoyment,
education or activities related to the farm operation. (Source: PPS 2014)
Agriculture-related uses: means those farm-related commercial and farm-related
industrial uses that are directly related to farm operations in the area, support
agriculture, benefit from being in close proximity to farm operations, and provide
direct products and/or services to farm operations as a primary activity. (Source:
PPS 2014)
Airports: means all Ontario airports, including designated lands for future airports,
with Noise Exposure Forecast (NEF)/Noise Exposure Projection (NEP) mapping.
(Source: PPS 2014)
Alternative energy source or system: means a system that uses sources of
energy or energy conversion processes to produce power, heat and/or cooling that
significantly reduces the amount of harmful emissions to the environment (air, earth
and water) when compared to conventional energy systems. (Source: PPS, 2014)
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14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.
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Archaeological resources: means artifacts, archaeological sites and marine
archaeological sites, as defined under the Ontario Heritage Act. The identification
and evaluation of such resources are based upon archaeological fieldwork
undertaken in accordance with the Ontario Heritage Act. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Areas of Natural and Scientific Interest (ANSI): means areas of land and water
containing natural landscapes or features that have been identified as having life
science or earth science values related to protection, scientific study or education.
(Source: PPS, 2014)

Assisted housing: means housing that is available to low and moderate income
households for rent or purchase where part of the housing cost is subsidized
through a government program.

Barrier: means anything that prevents a person with a disability from fully
participating in all aspects of society because of his or her disability, including a
physical barrier, an architectural barrier, an information or communications barrier,
an attitudinal barrier, a technological barrier, a policy or a practice. (Source:
Accessibility for Ontarians with Disabilities Act, 2005)

Bed and breakfast establishment: means a single detached dwelling in which the
owners currently hold as a primary residence with the primary purpose of providing
short-term overnight accommodations, including the provision of meals.

Brownfield sites (brownfields): means undeveloped or previously developed
properties that may be contaminated. They are usually, but not exclusively, former
industrial or commercial properties that may be underutilized, derelict or vacant.
(Source: PPS, 2014)

Built heritage resources: means a building, structure, monument, installation or
any manufactured remnant that contributes to a property’s cultural heritage value or
interest as identified by a community, including an Aboriginal community. Built
heritage resources are generally located on property that has been designated
under Parts IV or V of the Ontario Heritage Act, or included on local, provincial
and/or federal registers. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Built-up area: means all land within the built boundary. (Source: Growth Plan for
the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006)

Built Boundary: means the limits of the developed urban area as defined by the
Minister of Infrastructure in accordance with Policy 2.2.3.5 of the Growth Plan and
identified on Schedule B1 to this Plan. (Source: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden
Horseshoe, 2006)

Character: means the collective qualities and characteristics that distinguish a
particular area or neighbourhood.

Complete application: means all supporting studies required by this Plan must be
submitted at the time of submitting the application in order to deem the application
complete.

Community infrastructure: refers to lands, buildings, and structures that support
the quality of life for people and communities by providing public services for health,
education, recreation, socio-cultural activities, security and safety, and affordable
housing. (Source: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006)

Compact urban form: means a land-use pattern that encourages efficient use of
land, walkable neighbourhoods, mixed land uses (residential, retail, workplace and
institutional all within one neighbourhood), proximity to transit and reduced need for
infrastructure. Compact urban form can include detached and semi-detached
houses on small lots as well as townhouses and walk-up apartments, multi-storey



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

commercial developments, and apartments or offices above retail. (Source: Growth
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006)
Complete communities: meet people’s needs for daily living throughout an entire
lifetime by providing convenient access to an appropriate mix of jobs, local services,
a full range of housing, and community infrastructure including affordable housing,
schools, recreation and open space for their residents. Convenient access to public
transportation and options for safe, non-motorized travel is also provided. (Source:
Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006)
Cultural heritage landscape: means a defined geographical area that may have
been modified by human activity and is identified as having cultural heritage value
or interest by a community, including an Aboriginal community. The area may
involve features such as structures, spaces, archaeological sites or natural
elements that are valued together for their interrelationship, meaning or association.
Examples may include, but are not limited to, heritage conservation districts
designated under the Ontario Heritage Act; villages, parks, gardens, battlefields,
mainstreets and neighbourhoods, cemeteries, trailways, viewsheds, natural areas
and industrial complexes of heritage significance; and areas recognized by federal
or international designation authorities (e.g. a National Historic Site or District
designation, or a UNESCO World Heritage Site). (Source: PPS, 2014)
Density targets: The density target for designated greenfield areas is defined in
Policies 2.2.7.2, 2.2.7.3 and 2.2.7.5 of the Growth Plan. (Source: Growth Plan for
the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006)
Designated Greenfield area: The area within a settlement area that is not built-up
area. Where a settlement area does not have a built boundary, the entire settlement
area is considered designated greenfield area. (Source: Growth Plan for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006)
Designated vulnerable area: means areas defined as vulnerable, in accordance
with provincial standards, by virtue of their importance as a drinking water source.
(Source: PPS, 2014)
Development: means the creation of a new lot, a change in land use, or the
construction of buildings and structures requiring approval under the Planning Act,
but does not include:
a. activities that create or maintain infrastructure authorized under an
environmental assessment process; and
b. works subject to the Drainage Act. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Development application: means a formal request for an Official Plan
Amendment, change in zoning, site plan approval, land conveyance, part lot
control, minor variance approval, plan of subdivision, and/or condominium.
Dwelling unit: means a room or suite of rooms designed and intended for use by
one household in which full culinary and sanitary facilities are provided for the
exclusive use of that household.
Ecological function: means the natural processes, products or services that living
and non-living environments provide or perform within or between species,
ecosystems and landscapes. These may include biological, physical and socio-
economic interactions. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Employment Area: means those areas designated in an official plan for clusters of
business and economic activities including, but not limited to, manufacturing,
warehousing, offices, and associated retail and ancillary facilities. (Source: PPS,
2014)
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37.

38.

39.

40.

41.

42.

43.

44,

45.

46.
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Environmental Impact Study (EIS): means an analysis of the potential effects on
the natural environment from a project.
Existing use: means the use of any land, building or structure legally existing on
the day of adoption of the Plan.
Endangered species: means a species that is listed or categorized as an
‘Endangered Species” on the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources’ official
Species at Risk List, as updated and amended from time to time. (Source: PPS,
2014)
Erosion hazard: means the loss of land, due to human or natural processes, that
poses a threat to life and property. The erosion hazard limit is determined using
considerations that include the 100-year erosion rate (the average annual rate of
recession extended over a one hundred year time span), an allowance for slope
stability, and an erosion/erosion access allowance. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Fish: means fish, which as defined in the Fisheries Act, includes fish, shellfish,
crustaceans, and marine animals, at all stages of their life cycles. (Source: PPS,
2014)
Fish habitat: as defined in the Fisheries Act, means spawning grounds and any
other areas, including nursery, rearing, food supply, and migration areas on which
fish depend directly or indirectly in order to carry out their life processes. (Source:
PPS, 2014)
Flood plain: for river, stream and small inland lake systems, means the area,
usually low lands adjoining a watercourse, which has been or may be subject to
flooding hazards.(Source: PPS, 2014)
Flooding hazard: means the inundation, under the conditions specified below, of
areas adjacent to a shoreline or a river or stream system and not ordinarily covered
by water:
a. Along river, stream and small inland lake systems, the flooding hazard limit is the
greater of:
i. the flood resulting from the rainfall actually experienced during a major
storm such as the Hurricane Hazel storm (1954) or the Timmins storm
(1961), transposed over a specific watershed and combined with the local
conditions, where evidence suggests that the storm event could have
potentially occurred over watersheds in the general area;
ii. the one hundred year flood; and
iii. a flood which is greater than 1. or 2. which was actually experienced in a
particular watershed or portion thereof as a result of ice jams and which
has been approved as the standard for that specific area by the Minister of
Natural Resources;
except where the use of the one hundred year flood or the actually experienced
event has been approved by the Minister of Natural Resources as the standard for
a specific watershed (where the past history of flooding supports the lowering of the
standard). (Source: Adapted from the PPS, 2014)
Flood proofing: means the combination of measures incorporated into the basic
design and/or construction of buildings, structures, or properties to reduce or
eliminate flooding hazards, wave uprush and other water-related hazards along
river and stream systems. (Source: Adapted from the PPS, 2014)
Floor area, gross: means the total floor area in a building or structure measured
between the exterior faces of the exterior walls of the building or structure at the
level of each storey below, at and above grade, excluding the area used for off-
street unloading, parking and mechanical.
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Freight-supportive: in regard to land use patterns, means transportation systems
and facilities that facilitate the movement of goods. This includes policies or
programs intended to support efficient freight movement through the planning,
design and operation of land use and transportation systems. Approaches may be
recommended in guidelines developed by the Province or based on municipal
approaches that achieve the same objectives. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Garden suite: means a one-unit detached residential structure containing
bathroom and kitchen facilities that is ancillary to an existing residential structure
and that is designed to be portable. (Source: Planning Act, 1990)
Green Building: means a building designed to conserve resources and reduce
negative impacts on the environment - whether it is energy, water, building
materials or land.
Green infrastructure: means natural and human-made elements that provide
ecological and hydrological functions and processes. Green infrastructure can
include components such as natural heritage features and systems, parklands,
stormwater management systems, street trees, urban forests, natural channels,
permeable surfaces, and green roofs. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Greenbelt Area: means the geographic area of the Greenbelt as defined by the
Ontario Regulation 59/05 as provided by the Greenbelt Act, 2005. (Source: Growth
Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006)
Greyfields: means previously developed properties that are not contaminated.
They are usually, but not exclusively, former commercial properties that may be
underutilized, derelict or vacant. (Source: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden
Horseshoe, 2006)
Ground water features: means water-related features in the earth’s subsurface,
including recharge/discharge areas, water tables, aquifers and unsaturated zones
that can be defined by surface and subsurface hydrogeologic investigations.
(Source: PPS, 2014)
Group home: means a single housekeeping unit in a residential dwelling in which
three to ten residents (excluding staff or the receiving family) live as a unit under
responsible supervision. Group homes are licensed or approved under provincial
statute.
Habitat of endangered species and threatened species: means
a. with respect to a species listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List as an
endangered or threatened species for which a regulation made under clause
55(1)(a) of the Endangered Species Act, 2007 is in force, the area prescribed
by that regulation as the habitat of the species; or
b. with respect to any other species listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List
as an endangered or threatened species, an area on which the species
depends, directly or indirectly, to carry on its life processes, including life
processes such as reproduction, rearing, hibernation, migration or feeding, as
approved by the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources; and places in the
areas described in clause (a) or (b), whichever is applicable, that are used by
members of the species as dens, nests, hibernacula or other residences.
(Source: PPS. 2014)
Hazard lands: means property or lands that could be unsafe for development due
to naturally occurring processes. Along river, stream and small inland lake systems,
this means the land, including that covered by water, to the furthest landward limit
of the flooding hazard or erosion hazard limits. Hazards also include property or
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lands that could be unsafe for development and site alteration due to naturally
occurring hazards. (Source: Adapted from PPS, 2014)
Hazardous sites: means property or lands that could be unsafe for development
and site alteration due to naturally occurring hazards. These may include unstable
soils (sensitive marine clays [leda], organic soils) or unstable bedrock (karst
topography). (Source: PPS, 2014)
Hazardous substances: means substances which, individually, or in combination
with other substances, are normally considered to pose a danger to public health,
safety and the environment. These substances generally include a wide array of
materials that are toxic, ignitable, corrosive, reactive, radioactive or pathological.
(Source: PPS, 2014)
Heritage attributes: means the principal features or elements that contribute to a
protected heritage property’s cultural heritage value or interest, and may include the
property’s built or manufactured elements, as well as natural landforms, vegetation,
water features, and its visual setting (including significant views or vistas to or from
a protected heritage property). (Source: PPS, 2014)
Heritage resources: means a feature of the landscape which by itself, or together
with its associated environment, is unique or representative of past human activities
or events. Such feature may include a site or area of archaeological or historical
value and it may include a building or structure of cultural heritage value or interest.
High quality: means primary and secondary sand and gravel resources and
bedrock resources as defined in the Aggregate Resource Inventory Papers (ARIP).
(Source: PPS, 2014)
Hydrologic function: means the functions of the hydrological cycle that include the
occurrence, circulation, distribution and chemical and physical properties of water
on the surface of the land, in the soil and underlying rocks, and in the atmosphere,
and water’s interaction with the environment including its relation to living things.
(Source: PPS, 2014)
Individual on-site sewage services: means sewage systems, as defined in O.
Reg. 332/12 under the Building Code Act, 1992, that are owned, operated and
managed by the owner of the property upon which the system is located. (Source:
PPS, 2014)
Individual on-site water services: means individual, autonomous water supply
systems that are owned, operated and managed by the owner of the property upon
which the system is located. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Infill: means the development of additional buildings on a property, site or area to
support intensification, create higher densities, and fill development gaps in existing
neighbourhoods.
Infrastructure: means physical structures (facilities and corridors) that form the
foundation for development. Infrastructure includes: sewage and water systems,
septage treatment systems, waste management systems, electric power generation
and transmission, communications/ telecommunications, transit and transportation
corridors and facilities, oil and gas pipelines and associated facilities. (Source: PPS,
2014)
Intensification: means the development of a property, site or area at a higher
density than currently exists through:
a. redevelopment, including the reuse of brownfield sites;
b. the development of vacant and/or underutilized lots within previously
developed areas;
C. infill development; or



68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

d. the expansion or conversion of existing buildings. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Intensification areas: mean lands identified by municipalities or the Minister of
Infrastructure within a settlement area that are to be the focus for accommodating
intensification. Intensification areas include urban growth centres, intensification
corridors, major transit station areas, and other major opportunities that may include
infill, redevelopment, brownfield sites, the expansion or conversion of existing
buildings and greyfields. (Source: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe,

2006)

Intensification target: the intensification target is as established in Policies 2.2.3.1,

2.2.3.2, 2.2.3.3, and 2.2.3.4 of the Growth Plan. (Source: Growth Plan for the

Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006)

Lot: means a parcel or tract of land which is recognized as a separate parcel of

land under the provisions of the Planning Act.

Major facilities: means facilities which may require separation from sensitive land

uses, including but not limited to airports, transportation infrastructure and corridors,

rail facilities, marine facilities, sewage treatment facilities, waste management
systems, oil and gas pipelines, industries, energy generation facilities and

transmission systems, and resource extraction activities. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Major goods movement facilities and corridors: means transportation facilities

and corridors associated with the inter- and intra-provincial movement of goods.

Examples include: intermodal facilities, ports, airports, rail facilities, truck terminals,

freight corridors, freight facilities, and haul routes and primary transportation

corridors used for the movement of goods. Approaches that are freight-supportive
may be recommended in guidelines developed by the Province or based on

municipal approaches that achieve the same objectives. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Minerals: means metallic minerals and non-metallic minerals as herein defined, but

does not include mineral aggregate resources or petroleum resources. Metallic

minerals means those minerals from which metals (e.g. copper, nickel, gold) are
derived. Non-metallic minerals means those minerals that are of value for intrinsic
properties of the minerals themselves and not as a source of metal. They are
generally synonymous with industrial minerals (e.g. asbestos, graphite, kyanite,

mica, nepheline syenite, salt, talc, and wollastonite). (Source: PPS, 2014)

Mineral aggregate operation: means:

a. lands under license or permit, other than for wayside pits and quarries, issued
in accordance with the Aggregate Resources Act, or successors thereto;

b.  for lands not designated under the Aggregate Resources Act, established pits
and quarries that are not in contravention of municipal zoning by-laws and
including adjacent land under agreement with or owned by the operator, to
permit continuation of the operation; and

c. associated facilities used in extraction, transport, beneficiation, processing or
recycling of mineral aggregate resources and derived products such as
asphalt and concrete, or the production of secondary related products.
(Source: PPS, 2014)

Mineral aggregate resources: means gravel, sand, clay, earth, shale, stone,

limestone, dolostone, sandstone, marble, granite, rock or other material prescribed

under the Aggregate Resources Act suitable for construction, industrial,
manufacturing and maintenance purposes but does not include metallic ores,
asbestos, graphite, kyanite, mica, nepheline syenite, salt, talc, wollastonite, mine

tailings or other material prescribed under the Mining Act. (Source: PPS, 2014)
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Mineral deposits or resources: means areas of identified minerals that have
sufficient quantity and quality based on specific geological evidence to warrant
present or future extraction. (Source: Adapted from PPS, 2014)

Mineral mining operation: means mining operations and associated facilities, or,

past producing mines with remaining mineral development potential that have not

been permanently rehabilitated to another use. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Minimum distance separation formulae: means formulae and guidelines

developed by the Province, as amended from time to time, to separate uses so as

to reduce incompatibility concerns about odour from livestock facilities. (Source:

PPS, 2014)

Multimodal transportation system: means a transportation system which may

include several forms of transportation such as automobiles, walking, trucks,

cycling, buses, rapid transit, rail (such as commuter and freight), air and marine.

(Source: PPS, 2014)

Municipal sewage services: means a sewage works within the meaning of

Section 1 of the Ontario Water Resources Act that is owned or operated by a

municipality. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Municipal water services: means a municipal drinking-water system within the

meaning of section 2 of the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Mixed use: means development that includes a range of uses, including

commercial and residential uses, that provides a variety of housing opportunities,

retail, office, leisure, recreation and social opportunities.

Natural environment: means the land, air or water or any combination or part

thereof.

Natural heritage features and areas: means features and areas, including

significant wetlands, significant coastal wetlands, other coastal wetlands in

Ecoregions 5E, 6E and 7E, fish habitat, significant woodlands and significant

valleylands in Ecoregions 6E and 7E (excluding islands in Lake Huron and the St.

Marys River), habitat of endangered species and threatened species, significant

wildlife habitat, and significant areas of natural and scientific interest, which are

important for their environmental and social values as a legacy of the natural

landscapes of an area. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Natural heritage system: means a system made up of natural heritage features

and areas, and linkages intended to provide connectivity (at the regional or site

level) and support natural processes which are necessary to maintain biological and
geological diversity, natural functions, viable populations of indigenous species, and
ecosystems. These systems can include natural heritage features and areas,
federal and provincial parks and conservation reserves, other natural heritage

features, lands that have been restored or have the potential to be restored to a

natural state, areas that support hydrologic functions, and working landscapes that

enable ecological functions to continue. The Province has a recommended
approach for identifying natural heritage systems, but municipal approaches that

achieve or exceed the same objective may also be used. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Negative impacts: means:

a. in regard to policy 1.6.6.4 and 1.6.6.5 of the Provincial Policy Statement,
degradation to the quality and quantity of water, sensitive surface water
features and sensitive ground water features, and their related hydrologic
functions, due to single, multiple or successive development. Negative impacts
should be assessed through environmental studies including hydrogeological or
water quality impact assessments, in accordance with provincial standards;
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b. in regard to policy 2.2 of the Provincial Policy Statement, degradation to the
quality and quantity of water, sensitive surface water features and sensitive
ground water features, and their related hydrologic functions, due to single,
multiple or successive development or site alteration activities;

c. in regard to fish habitat, any permanent alteration to, or destruction of fish
habitat, except where, in conjunction with the appropriate authorities, it has
been authorized under the Fisheries Act; and

d. in regard to other natural heritage features and areas, degradation that
threatens the health and integrity of the natural features or ecological functions
for which an area is identified due to single, multiple or successive
development or site alteration activities.

e. In regard to mineral aggregate resources, mineral resources, and petroleum
resources, negative impacts should be assessed through various studies which
address the matters identified in Section 3.4.2.1 d). (Source: Adapted from
PPS, 2014)

Normal farm practices: means a practice, as defined in the Farming and Food

Production Protection Act, 1998, that is conducted in a manner consistent with

proper and acceptable customs and standards as established and followed by

similar agricultural operations under similar circumstances; or makes use of
innovative technology in a manner consistent with proper advanced farm
management practices. Normal farm practices shall be consistent with the Nutrient

Management Act, 2002 and regulations made under that Act. (Source: PPS, 2014)

On-farm diversified uses: means uses that are secondary to the principal

agricultural use of the property, and are limited in area. On-farm diversified uses

include, but are not limited to, home occupations, home industries, agri-tourism
uses, and uses that produce value-added agricultural products. (Source: PPS,

2014)

One-hundred year flood: for river, stream and small inland lake systems, means

that flood, based on an analysis of precipitation, snow melt, or a combination

thereof, having a return period of 100 years on average, or having a 1% chance of

occurring or being exceeded in any given year. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Partial services: means:

a. Municipal sewage services or private communal sewage services and

individual on-site water services; or

b. Municipal water services or private communal water services and individual

on-site sewage services. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Petroleum resource operations: means oil, gas and salt wells and associated

facilities and other drilling operations, oil field fluid disposal wells and associated

facilities, and wells and facilities for the underground storage of natural gas and

other hydrocarbons. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Petroleum resources: means oil, gas, and salt (extracted by solution mining

method) and formation water resources which have been identified through

exploration and verified by preliminary drilling or other forms of investigation. This
may include sites of former operations where resources are still present or former
sites that may be converted to underground storage for natural gas or other

hydrocarbons. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Portable asphalt plant: means a facility:

a.  with equipment designed to heat and dry aggregate and to mix aggregate with

bituminous asphalt to produce asphalt paving material, and includes
stockpiling and storage of bulk materials used in the process; and
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b.  which is not of permanent construction, but which is to be dismantled at the
completion of the construction project. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Portable concrete plant: means a building or structure:

a. with equipment designed to mix cementing materials, aggregate, water and
admixtures to produce concrete, and includes stockpiling and storage of bulk
materials used in the process; and

b. which is not of permanent construction, but which is designed to be
dismantled at the completion of the construction project. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Preserve: means to maintain the quality or condition of a resource in its current

form, and to slow down the deterioration of the resource.

Prime agricultural area or agricultural area: means areas where prime

agricultural lands predominate. This includes areas of prime agricultural lands and

associated Canada Land Inventory Class 4 through 7 lands, and additional areas
where there is a local concentration of farms which exhibit characteristics of
ongoing agriculture. Prime agricultural areas may be identified by the Ontario

Ministry of Agriculture and Food using guidelines developed by the Province as

amended from time to time. A prime agricultural area may also be identified

through an alternative agricultural land evaluation system approved by the

Province. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Prime agricultural land: means specialty crop areas and/or Canada Land

Inventory Class 1, 2, and 3 lands, as amended from time to time, in this order of

priority for protection. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Private communal sewage services: means a sewage works within the meaning

of Section 1 of the Ontario Water Resources Act that serves six or more lots or

private residences and is not owned by a municipality. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Private communal water services: means a non-municipal drinking-water system

within the meaning of section 2 of the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002 that serves six

or more lots or private residences. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Protected heritage property: means property designated under Parts IV, V or VI

of the Ontario Heritage Act; property subject to a heritage conservation easement

under Parts Il or IV of the Ontario Heritage Act; property identified by the Province
and prescribed public bodies as provincial heritage property under the Standards
and Guidelines for Conservation of Provincial Heritage Properties; property
protected under federal legislation, and UNESCO World Heritage Sites. (Source:

PPS, 2014)

Protection works standards: means the combination of non-structural or

structural works and allowances for slope stability and flooding/erosion to reduce

the damage caused by flooding hazards, erosion hazards and other water-related

hazards, and to allow access for their maintenance and repair. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Provincial plan: means a provincial plan within the meaning of Section 1 of the

Planning Act. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Public service facilities: means land, buildings and structures for the provision of

programs and services provided or subsidized by a government or other body, such

as social assistance, recreation, police and fire protection, health and educational
programs, and cultural services. Public service facilities do not include

infrastructure. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Quality and quantity of water: is measured by indicators such as minimum base

flow, depth to water table, aquifer pressure, oxygen levels, suspended solids,

temperature, bacteria, nutrients and hazardous contaminants, and hydrologic

regime. (Source: PPS, 2014)
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Rail facilities: means rail corridors, rail sidings, train stations, inter-modal facilities,
rail yards and associated uses, including designated lands for future rail facilities.
(Source: PPS, 2014)

Redevelopment: means the creation of new units, uses or lots on previously
developed land in existing communities, including brownfield sites. (Source: PPS,
2014)

Regional market area: refers to an area that has a high degree of social and
economic interaction. The upper or single-tier municipality, or planning area, will
normally serve as the regional market area. However, where a regional market
area extends significantly beyond these boundaries, then the regional market area
may be based on the larger market area. Where regional market areas are very
large and sparsely populated, a smaller area, if defined in an official plan, may be
utilized. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Regulatory flood: means the approved standard(s), being a regional flood or a
one-in-one-hundred-year flood, used in a particular watershed to define the limit of
the flood plain for regulatory purposes.

Rehabilitate: means the treatment of land, buildings or structures so that their use
or condition is restored to its former use or condition, or may be changed to another
use or condition that is or will be compatible with adjacent land uses.

Renewable energy source: means an energy source that is renewed by natural
processes and includes wind, water, biomass, biogas, biofuel, solar energy,
geothermal energy and tidal forces. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Renewable energy system: means a system that generates electricity, heat and/or
cooling from a renewable energy source. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Renewable energy project: means the construction, installation, use, operation,
changing or retiring of a renewable energy generation facility.(Source: Green
Energy Act, 2009)

Renewable Energy Generation Facility: means a generation facility that
generates electricity from a renewable energy source and that meets such criteria
as may be prescribed by regulation and includes associated or ancillary equipment,
systems and technologies as may be prescribed by regulation, but does not include
an associated waste disposal site, unless the site is prescribed by regulation for the
purposes of this definition. (Source: Green Energy Act, 2009)

Renewable Energy Testing Facility: means devices or structures to be used to
gather information about natural conditions at the location of the structures or
devices and related infrastructure and that meet such criteria as may be prescribed
by the regulations. (Source: Green Energy Act, 2009)

Renewable Energy Testing Project: means the construction, installation, use,
operation, changing or retiring of a renewable energy testing facility. (Source:
Green Energy Act, 2009)

Renewable Energy Undertaking: means a renewable energy generation facility, a
renewable energy project, a renewable energy testing facility or a renewable energy
testing project. (Source: Planning Act, 1990)

Reserve sewage system capacity: means design or planned capacity in a
centralized waste water treatment facility which is not yet committed to existing or
approved development. For the purposes of policy 1.6.6.6, reserve capacity for
private communal sewage services and individual on-site sewage services is
considered sufficient if the hauled sewage from the development can be treated
and land-applied on agricultural land under the Nutrient Management Act, or
disposed of at sites approved under the Environmental Protection Act or the Ontario
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Water Resources Act, but not by land-applying untreated, hauled sewage. (Source:

PPS, 2014)

Reserve water system capacity: means design or planned capacity in a

centralized water treatment facility which is not yet committed to existing or

approved development. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Residence surplus to a farming operation: means an existing habitable farm

residence that is rendered surplus as a result of farm consolidation (the acquisition

of additional farm parcels to be operated as one farm operation). (Source: PPS,

2014)

River, stream and small inland lake system: means all watercourses, rivers,

streams, and small inland lakes or waterbodies that have a measurable or

predictable response to a single runoff event. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Residential intensification: means intensification of a property, site or area which

results in a net increase in residential units or accommodation and includes:

a. redevelopment, including the redevelopment of brownfield sites;

b. the development of vacant or underutilized lots within previously developed
areas;

c. infill development;

d. the conversion or expansion of existing industrial, commercial and institutional
buildings for residential use; and

e. the conversion or expansion of existing residential buildings to create new
residential units or accommodation, including accessory apartments, second
units and rooming houses. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Rural areas: means a system of lands within municipalities that may include rural

settlement areas, rural lands, prime agricultural areas, natural heritage features and

areas, and resource areas. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Rural lands: means lands which are located outside settlement areas and which

are outside prime agricultural areas. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Second residential units: means a separate and complete dwelling unit that is

contained within the structure of a single detached, semi-detached, or townhouse

residential dwelling or within a secondary building on the same property as a

principal dwelling unit.

Sensitive land uses: means buildings, amenity areas, or outdoor spaces where

routine or normal activities occurring at reasonably expected times would

experience one or more adverse effects from contaminant discharges generated by

a nearby major facility. Sensitive land uses may be a part of the natural or built

environment. Examples may include, but are not limited to: residences, day care

centres, and educational and health facilities. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Settlement areas: means urban areas and rural settlement areas within

municipalities (such as cities, towns, villages and hamlets) that are:

a. built up areas where development is concentrated and which have a mix of
land uses; and

b. lands which have been designated in an official plan for development over the
long-term planning horizon. In cases where land in designated growth areas is
not available, the settlement area may be no larger than the area where
development is concentrated. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Settlement area, Urban: means a settlement area that includes the Town of

Orangeville, Town of Shelburne, and the urban area of Grand Valley.
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Settlement area, Community: means a settlement area that is identified as

‘community’ settlement area in Table 2.3 of this Plan.

Sewage and water services: includes municipal sewage services and municipal

water services, private communal sewage services and private communal water

services, individual on-site sewage services and individual on-site water services,

and partial services. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Servicing plan: means an analysis of the local municipality’s provisioning and

phasing of water and wastewater and other infrastructure to service future growth

and development.

Significant: means

a. in regard to wetlands, coastal wetlands and areas of natural and scientific
interest, an area identified as provincially significant by the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources using evaluation procedures established by the Province, as
amended from time to time;

b. in regard to woodlands, an area which is ecologically important in terms of
features such as species composition, age of trees and stand history; functionally
important due to its contribution to the broader landscape because of its location,
size or due to the amount of forest cover in the planning area; or economically
important due to site quality, species composition, or past management history.
These are to be identified using criteria established by the Ontario Ministry of
Natural Resources;

c. in regard to other features and areas in policy 2.1, ecologically important in terms
of features, functions, representation or amount, and contributing to the quality
and diversity of an identifiable geographic area or natural heritage system;

d. in regard to mineral potential, an area identified as provincially significant through
evaluation procedures developed by the Province, as amended from time to time,
such as the Provincially Significant Mineral Potential Index; and

e. in regard to cultural heritage and archaeology, resources that have been
determined to have cultural heritage value or interest for the important
contribution they make to our understanding of the history of a place, an event, or
a people.

Criteria for determining significance for the resources identified in sections c. — e. are

recommended by the Province, but municipal approaches that achieve or exceed

the same objective may also be used.

While some significant resources may already be identified and inventoried by

official sources, the significance of others can only be determined after evaluation.

(Source: PPS, 2014)

Site alteration: means activities, such as grading, excavation and the placement of

fill that would change the landform and natural vegetative characteristics of a site.

For the purposes of policy 2.1.4(a) of the PPS, site alteration does not include

underground or surface mining of minerals or advanced exploration on mining lands

in significant areas of mineral potential in Ecoregion 5E, where advanced
exploration has the same meaning as in the Mining Act. Instead, those matters

shall be subject to policy 2.1.5(a) of the PPS. (Source: PPS, 2014)

Site Plan Control: means a process which requires the preparation of detailed site

specific development plans, and enables the review of such matters as building

location, and massing, access, outdoor storage, amenity space, walkways,
landscaping, loading and parking facilities, accessibility, lighting, grading and
external non-design features. Site Plan Control can only be used to establish on-
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site physical conditions such as setbacks and layout as well as road widening and
intersection improvement.
Sourcewater protection: means the act of protecting drinking water sources from
contamination or overuse. These sources of water can include surface water, such
as lakes, rivers, streams, or groundwater.
Source protection plan: means a plan that protects drinking water sources from
contamination or overuse. These sources of water can include surface water, such
as lakes, rivers, streams, or groundwater.
Special needs housing: means any housing, including dedicated facilities, in
whole or in part, that is used by people who have specific needs beyond economic
needs, including but not limited to, needs such as mobility requirements or support
functions required for daily living. Examples of special needs housing may include,
but are not limited to, housing for persons with disabilities such as physical, sensory
or mental health disabilities, and housing for older persons. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Specialty crop area: means areas designated using guidelines developed by the
Province, as amended from time to time. In these areas, specialty crops are
predominantly grown such as tender fruits (peaches, cherries, plums), grapes, other
fruit crops, vegetable crops, greenhouse crops, and crops from agriculturally
developed organic soil, usually resulting from:
a. soils that have suitability to produce specialty crops, or lands that are subject to
special climatic conditions, or a combination of both;
b. farmers skilled in the production of specialty crops; and
c. along-term investment of capital in areas such as crops, drainage, infrastructure
and related facilities and services to produce, store, or process specialty crops.
(Source: PPS, 2014)
Streetscape: means the visual appearance of a roadway formed by the location of
physical features such as buildings, pedestrian, cycling and vehicular facilities and
landscaping.
Surface water feature: means water-related features on the earth’s surface,
including headwaters, rivers, stream channels, inland lakes, seepage areas,
recharge/discharge areas, springs, wetlands, and associated riparian lands that can
be defined by their soil moisture, soil type, vegetation or topographic
characteristics.(Source: PPS, 2014)
Sustainability: means meeting the needs of people today without jeopardizing the
ability to meet the needs of future generations.
Threatened species: means a species that is listed or categorized as a
“Threatened Species” on the Ontario Ministry of Natural Resources’ official species
at risk list, as updated and amended from time to time. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Transit-supportive: in regard to land use patterns, means development that makes
transit viable and improves the quality of the experience of using transit. It often
refers to compact, mixed use development that has a high level of employment and
residential densities. Approaches may be recommended in guidelines developed
by the Province or based on municipal approaches that achieve the same
objectives. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Transportation demand management: means a set of strategies that result in
more efficient use of the transportation system by influencing travel behaviour by
mode, time of day, frequency, trip length, regulation, route, or cost. (Source: PPS,
2014)
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Transportation corridor: means a thoroughfare and its associated buffer zone for
passage or conveyance of vehicles or people. A transportation corridor includes
any or all of the following:
a. Major roads, arterial roads, and highways for moving people and goods;
b. Rail lines/railways for moving people and goods;
c. Transit rights-of-way/transitways including buses and light rail for moving people.
(Source: Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2006)
Transportation systems: means a system consisting of corridors and right-of-way
for the movement of people and goods, and associated transportation facilities
including transit stops and stations, cycle lanes, bus lanes, high occupancy vehicle
lanes, rail facilities, park and ride lots, service centres, rest stops, vehicle inspection
stations, intermodal terminals, harbours, and associated facilities such as storage
and maintenance. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Utility: means a water supply, storm or sanitary sewage, gas or oil pipeline, the
generation, transmission and distribution of electric power, steam or hot water,
towers, communications/ telecommunications lines and other cabled services,
waste collection or disposal or management, a public transportation system,
licensed broadcasting receiving and transmitting facilities, or any other similar
works or systems necessary to the public interest.
Valleylands: means a natural area that occurs in a valley or other landform
depression that has water flowing through or standing for some period of the year.
(Source: PPS, 2014)
Vulnerable: means surface and/or ground water that can be easily changed or
impacted. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Waste management system: means sites and facilities to accommodate solid
waste from one or more municipalities and includes recycling facilities, transfer
stations, processing sites and disposal sites. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Watershed: means an area that is drained by a river and its tributaries. (Source:
PPS, 2014)
Wayside pits and quarries: means a temporary pit or quarry opened and used by
or for a public authority solely for the purpose of a particular project or contract of
road construction and not located on the road right-of-way. (Source: PPS, 2014)
Wetlands: means lands that are seasonally or permanently covered by shallow
water, as well as lands where the water table is close to or at the surface. In either
case the presence of abundant water has caused the formation of hydric soils and
has favoured the dominance of either hydrophytic plants or water tolerant plants.
The four major types of wetlands are swamps, marshes, bogs and fens.
Periodically soaked or wet lands being used for agricultural purposes which no
longer exhibit wetland characteristics are not considered to be wetlands for the
purposes of this definition. (Source: PPS, 2014) See also the definition for
significant.
Wildlife habitat: means areas where plants, animals and other organisms live, and
find adequate amounts of food, water, shelter and space needed to sustain their
populations. Specific wildlife habitats of concern may include areas where species
concentrate at a vulnerable point in their annual or life cycle; and areas which are
important to migratory or non-migratory species. (Source: PPS, 2014) See also the
definition for significant.
Woodlands: means treed areas that provide environmental and economic benefits
to both the private landowner and the general public, such as erosion prevention,
hydrological and nutrient cycling, provision of clean air and the long-term storage of
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carbon, provision of wildlife habitat, outdoor recreational opportunities, and the
sustainable harvest of a wide range of woodland products. Woodlands include
treed areas, woodlots or forested areas and vary in their level of significance at the
local, regional and provincial levels. Woodlands may be delineated according to
the Forestry Act definition or the Province’s Ecological Land Classification system
definition for “forest.” (Source: PPS, 2014)
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