TOWNSHIP OF MELANCTHON
AGENDA
Thursday, June 2, 2016 - 5:00 p.m.

1.

Call to Order

2.

Announcements

3.

Additions/Deletions/Approval of Agenda

4.

Declaration of Pecuniary Interest and the General Nature Thereof

5.

Approval of Draft Minutes - May 19, 2016

6.

Business Arising from Minutes

7.

Point of Privilege or Personal Privilege

8.

Public Question Period (Please visit our website under Agendas and Minutes for information
on Public Question Period)

9.

Road Business
1.
Accounts
2.
Other Business

10.

Planning Matters
1.
Report to Mayor White and Council from Denise Holmes, CAO/Clerk dated May 26,
2016, Re - Recommendation From Committee Of The Whole Meeting Held On May 19,
2016

11.

County Council Update
1.
Council In Brief for Thursday May 12, 2016

12.

Committee Reports

13.

Correspondence
*Board & Committee Minutes
1.
Centre Dufferin Recreation Complex - Meeting March 30, 2016
2.
North Dufferin Community Centre Advisory Board - Meeting March 22, 2016
3.
North Dufferin Community Centre Advisory Board - Meeting April 5, 2016
* Items for Information Purposes
1.
Dufferin County - Press Release - For Immediate Release - May 16, 2016, New Tools
Make Garbage Day Hard To Miss
2.
Copy of a resolution passed by the Town of Mono dated May 10, 2016, Re - Resolution
regarding Independent Electrical System Operator Review of Request for Proposal
Process for the Award of Renewable Energy Contracts
3.
Email from Tracey Atkinson, Planner - Township of Mulmur dated May 16, 2016, Re NEC Expansion
4.
Letter from Ted McMeekin, MMAH and Bill Mauro, MNRF dated May 10, 2016, Re - Coordinated Land Use Planning Review
5.
Letter from the Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority dated April 22, 2016, Re Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority’s 2015 Annual Report
6.
Email from Michelle Dunn, Deputy Clerk - County of Dufferin dated May 18, 2016, Re Federal Budget 2016-2017 Review
7.
ROMA - Rural Ontario Municipal Association dated May 13, 2016, Re - The Rural and
Northern Lens

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.

13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.
19.

20.
21.
22.
23.

Email from Diane Ploss, MAH dated May 18, 2016, Re - Ontario Passes Landmark
Climate Change Legislation
Invitation to the 41st Annual Review - 164 Royal Canadian Air Cadet Squadron being held
Saturday June 4, 2016 at Shelburne Fairgrounds and Agricultural Centre
Email from Diane Ploss, MAH dated May 18, 2016, Re - Ontario Introduces Legislation
to Encourage More Affordable Housing
OGRA - Ontario Good Roads Association dated May 19, 2016, Re - OGRA Calls Upon
Province to Review Funding Allocation Formula
Letter from Enbridge dated May 19, 2016, Re - Ontario Energy Board Application #EB2016-0004 - Review of Mechanisms to Recover the Costs of Natural Gas Expansion in
Ontario
Copy of a resolution passed by the Township of Russell dated May 16, 2016, Re Support Rural Economic Development Program
Letter from Triton Engineering Services Limited dated May 19, 2016, Re - Township of
Southgate - Dundalk Wastewater Treatment Capacity
AMO Communication - Policy Update - Bill 181, The Municipal Elections Modernization
Act 3rd Reading
Government of Canada - News Release - FedDev Ontario Launches Intake Two of The
Canada 150 Community Infrastructure Program in Southern Ontario
Letter from R. J. Burnside & Associates Limited dated May 24, 2016, Re - Petition for
Drainage Works Pt Lot 32, Concession 7 NE - Bradley Drainage Works A and C Drains Site Meeting to be held June 9, 2016 at 10:00 am.
Copy of a resolution passed by the Town of Caledon dated May 24, 2016, Re - Autism
Spectrum Disorder
Copy of a letter to Minister McMeekin, from Mayor Laura Ryan, Town of Mono dated
May 19, 2016, Re - Compensation for having to defend Provincial Policy at a Normal
Farm Practices Protection Board Hearing
Copy of a resolution passed by the Township of Augusta dated May 24, 2016, Re - Lyme
Disease resolution passed by the Niagara Region
Copy of a resolution passed by the Township of Gillies dated May 17, 2016, Re Resolution for Private Supportive Living Accommodations
Copy of a resolution passed by the Township of Gillies dated May 17, 2016, Re - Bill 180,
Workers Day of Mourning Act, 2016
Copy of a resolution passed by the Township of Gillies dated May 17, 2016, Re Suspension of the Rural Economic Development (RED) Program

* Items for Council Action
1.
Letter from Sean Stewart, Niagara Escarpment Commission Request for Comments
dated May 12, 2016, Re -Part Lot 8, Concession Plan 132 - 4 Fieldway Court
2.
Notification for Maintenance and Repairs - Bradley - French Drain - Lot 26, Concession
4 NE
3.
Drainage Engineer’s Tender Report from Tom Pridham to Mayor White and Members
of Council dated May 24, 2016, Re - Tender Results: Martin Drainage Works
4.
Letter from Kelly McDowell to Mayor White and Council dated May 16, 2016, Re Township of Melancthon’s Accessibility Plan and acquiring recreational services
5.
Letter to Council from Evan Bearss submitted May 18, 2016, Re - McCue Drainage Works
By-law
6.
Application for Special Event Permit - Dunadel Golf Course - Festival on 10 - July 30,
2016
14.

General Business
1.
Accounts
2.
New/Other Business/Additions
1.
Fluney Drainage Works - Update by Mayor White
2.
Motion to release 2015 Paving Tender Security Deposit to AECON
3.
Update regarding Mulmur Melancthon Recreation Advisory Board Correspondence Item # 13 from May 19, 2016 Council meeting - Councillor
Besley
4.
Bretton Estates Subdivision - Release of Building Permits (pending approval from
the Township’s Engineers)
3.
Unfinished Business
1.
Rogers Communication Tower - Update

15.

Delegations
1.
5:20 p.m. - Notice Of A Public Meeting For A Proposed Zoning By-law Amendment,
Part of Lot 278, Concession 2 NE - 197255 2nd Line NE (D. Martin)
2.
5:30 p.m. - Notice Of A Public Meeting For A Proposed Zoning By-law Amendment,
Part of Lot 25, Concession 9 NE - 318269 8th Line NE (I. Martin)
3.
5:40 p.m. - Notice Of A Public Meeting For a Proposed Zoning By-law Amendment,
Part of Lot 28, Concession 9 NE - 318401 8th Line NE ( R. Bowman)

16.

Closed Session (if required)

17.

Third Reading of By-laws

18.

Notice of Motion

19.

Confirmation By-law

20.

Adjournment and Date of Next Meeting - Thursday, June 16, 2016 - 5:00 p.m.

21.

On Sites

22.

Correspondence on File at the Clerk’s Office

May 2016

SHAPING LAND USE IN THE
GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE
A Guide to Proposed Changes to:
► The Growth Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe
► The Greenbelt Plan
► The Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan, and
► The Niagara Escarpment Plan

OUR REGION
OUR COMMUNITY
OUR HOME
Ontario.ca/landuseplanningreview
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SHAPING LAND USE IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE

A message from Minister McMeekin
and Minister Mauro
The Greater Golden Horseshoe is Canada’s
largest economic engine and one of the
fastest growing regions in North America.
This region contains some of the country’s
best farmland and world-renowned natural
features, like the Niagara Escarpment.

Hon. Ted McMeekin
Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing

Hon. Bill Mauro
Minister of Natural Resources
and Forestry

Ontarians deserve communities where they
can work and play, go to school and shop all
in the same area.
Communities that are well-connected with
modern infrastructure and accessible transit.
In other words, complete communities.

We need to continue to plan for a future in
which we expect to have 6.3 million jobs and
welcome another 4 million people over the
next 25 years.
That is why it’s so important that we
update the four land use plans that cover
this area: The Growth Plan for the Greater
Golden Horseshoe, the Greenbelt Plan,
the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan
and the Niagara Escarpment Plan.
These four plans work together to build
complete communities, manage growth,
curb sprawl, protect the natural environment
and support economic development.

We began our co-ordinated review of these
plans over a year ago. Since then, more
than 3,000 people have attended town hall
meetings across the region. We received more
than 19,000 submissions. We heard from
municipalities and many stakeholders – from
farmers and developers to environmental
organizations. And, most importantly, we
heard from the people who live and work in
the Greater Golden Horseshoe region.
We heard the plans are generally working
well, but there is room for improvement.
David Crombie, a former federal cabinet
minister and former mayor of Toronto, chaired
an advisory panel with members from a variety
of sectors affected by the plans. The panel
listened, considered and came to consensus
on 87 recommendations to improve the plans.
We have also met with and continue to engage
with members of First Nations and Métis
communities with interests in the region.
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Now, we are ready to move forward.
The proposed changes would allow our
communities to continue growing in ways
that attract jobs and investments, create
vibrant urban centres and strong rural
communities. They would also minimize
impacts of urban growth on productive
farmland, heritage buildings, archaeological
resources, green spaces, and important
natural areas.
We’re proposing ways for communities to
grow to better meet their needs, now and
in the future.

We’re proposing to make new communities
more transit friendly to help reduce congestion.
These policies will also help deliver the greatest
return on the government’s investments in
the region’s transportation infrastructure.
And we’re going to do it in ways that better
protect our farmland and natural environment.
We are looking towards a greener Ontario.
We are proposing to grow the Greenbelt by
adding Urban River Valleys and protecting
large coastal wetlands along Lake Ontario.

Together, the proposed changes would also
help the province and municipalities take major
steps in addressing one of the most pressing
issues of our generation — climate change.
We now invite you to go through the proposed
revisions to the plans and provide us with
your feedback.
You are the heart of the Greater Golden
Horseshoe and Niagara Escarpment area.
Let’s move towards the future, together.

Hon. Ted McMeekin
Minister of Municipal
Affairs and Housing

Hon. Bill Mauro
Minister of Natural
Resources and
Forestry

SHAPING LAND USE IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE

Introduction
The Greater Golden Horseshoe and
Niagara Escarpment area is a dynamic
and diverse region, rich in agricultural,
natural and water resources. Managing
growth and responding to challenges
from climate change are essential if
we are to maintain the high quality
of life and internationally competitive
economy we enjoy today.
Over the years, the province has implemented
legislation, plans, policies and programs
to guide the region’s growth and protect
its environment. In 1985, the province
established the Niagara Escarpment Plan.
In 2002, it put in place the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan. In 2005, the province
launched a landmark initiative for the region
and created the Greenbelt Plan, followed
by the Growth Plan for the Greater Golden

Horseshoe in 2006. These plans inform other
provincial initiatives, such as Metrolinx’s
Regional Transportation Plan (also known
as “The Big Move”).

The Co-ordinated Land Use
Planning Review
The province initiated a co-ordinated review of
the four plans in 2015. Members of the public,
stakeholders, municipalities and organizations
provided feedback on how the plans are
performing and how they may be improved.
To support the co-ordinated review, the
province appointed an advisory panel. Panel
members attended public meetings, reviewed
submissions, met with stakeholders, and
spoke with experts. The advisory panel made
87 recommendations to help the plans better
meet their objectives. This report is available
at Ontario.ca/landuseplanningreview.

Co-ordinated Review Town Hall meeting in Peterborough
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GO bus station in the Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area

Urban growth in downtown Toronto

The province also met with First Nations and
Métis communities with an interest in the
region to discuss the plans. Several of these
communities provided feedback and offered
suggestions on how the plans could be
improved. The government is committed to
continuing this process and honouring its
obligations to Indigenous peoples.

The chapters in this guide describe the key
proposed changes to the four plans across
the following themes:

This guide makes it easy to see how changes
from the co-ordinated review have been
reflected in the amendments proposed to
the four plans. If you need more detailed
information on the precise wording of a
change or definitions of a term used in this
guide, please refer to the proposed plans.
The proposed plans are also available at
Ontario.ca/landuseplanningreview.

►► Growing the Greenbelt

►► Building Complete Communities
►► Supporting Agriculture
►► Protecting Natural Heritage and Water

►► Addressing Climate Change
►► Integrating Infrastructure
►► Improving Plan Implementation
►► Measuring Performance, Promoting

Awareness and Increasing Engagement

SHAPING LAND USE IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE

The Greater Golden Horseshoe and Niagara Escarpment Area

Note: The information displayed on this map is not to scale, does not accurately reflect approved land use and planning boundaries, and may be out of date. For more information on precise boundaries, the appropriate municipality
should be consulted. For more information on proposed Greenbelt Area boundaries, the Greenbelt Plan 2016 should be consulted. The Province of Ontario assumes no responsibility or liability for any consequences of any use made
of this map.
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Building Complete Communities
Whether they are urban, suburban
or rural, complete communities
share many common characteristics.
They are places where homes, jobs,
schools, community services, parks
and recreation facilities are easily
accessible. Complete communities
encourage active transportation,
like walking or biking, support public
transit, and provide opportunities for
people to connect with one another.
Complete communities are more compact,
occupy less land, reduce the costs of
infrastructure and offer access to healthy local
food. They also provide a range of
employment opportunities and a mix of
housing that offers a range of affordability.
With all of these characteristics, complete
communities contribute significantly to
a high quality of life.

The Growth Plan for the Greater Golden
Horseshoe already includes measures to
encourage the development of complete
communities. For example, municipalities
are already required to:
►► Develop and grow with a mix of uses,

such as residential, employment, cultural,
recreational and other uses that contribute
to building complete communities.
►► Intensify by accommodating a large

portion of residential growth in areas that
are already built-up, especially around
transit and in urban growth centres
(existing and emerging downtowns).

Street retail in Waterloo

►► Plan for a minimum density of people living

and working in new development areas
known as “designated greenfield areas”.
►► Protect land used primarily for employment

from being converted to non-employment
uses, such as housing.
National Ballet School and mixed-use development in Toronto

SHAPING LAND USE IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE

Separately, the existing plans restrict
the expansion of municipalities’ urban
boundaries, known as “settlement areas”.
Combined, these approaches have begun
to reduce the amount of new land needed
for growth and helped preserve natural
and agricultural areas.
The proposed changes would take the
plans further towards building complete
communities. They would increase density
and intensification targets, promote
transit supportive density, encourage
the development of community hubs and
provide greater protection for agricultural
land and natural heritage features.

In summary, the proposed
changes would:
►► Provide more guidance on achieving

complete communities and require
municipalities to plan for sustainable
and livable communities.
►► Increase the intensification target in

the Growth Plan to a minimum of
60 per cent of all new residential
development occurring annually in
the existing built-up area.

►► Increase the designated greenfield

area density target in the Growth Plan
to a minimum of 80 residents and jobs
per hectare (excluding certain nondevelopable natural heritage features,
such as wetlands and woodlands, rights
of way for certain infrastructure, and
“prime employment areas”).
►► Require municipalities to plan for density

targets around major transit stations which
support that type of transit.
►► Show priority transit corridors in the

Growth Plan where municipalities would
focus transit-related planning, zoning
and development efforts. New policies
would also provide the province with the
authority to identify additional priority
transit corridors.
►► Support the development of community

hubs by encouraging public services to be
located together in existing facilities near
strategic growth areas, accessible by active
transportation and transit.
►► Establish stronger environmental,

agricultural and planning criteria in
the Growth Plan for settlement area
boundary expansions.

Compact urban form in Markham
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►► Require municipalities to identify and

Market Commons multi-residential project in Burlington

protect prime employment areas. Prime
employment areas, as defined in the
Growth Plan, typically accommodate
uses such as warehousing, logistics,
and manufacturing that require a lot
of land and access to transportation
infrastructure, such as highways and
railway lines. Certain employment uses,
such as stand-alone office buildings,
would be permitted in employment areas
that are not identified as “prime”. New
policies would serve to improve transit
connections for employment areas.

►► Require the province, through direction

in the Growth Plan, to establish a standard
methodology used by all municipalities
across the Greater Golden Horseshoe
for assessing land needs.
►► Provide new policies in the Growth Plan

to help municipalities in the outer ring
(outside the Greater Toronto and Hamilton
Area) manage any lands that are designated
but not required for growth to 2041, and
provide specific tests and flexibility for
appropriate growth in these municipalities.
►► Strengthen policies regarding the

preservation of cultural heritage to
align with those in the Provincial
Policy Statement.

SHAPING LAND USE IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE
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Supporting Agriculture

The four plans currently work together to
protect the region’s high-quality agricultural
lands from urban sprawl by restricting the
expansion of settlement areas.
The Greenbelt Plan already describes
and protects the land base of an
agricultural system.

Credit: Friends of the Greenbelt Foundation

The proposed changes would enhance the
agricultural system to include not only the
land base, but also the infrastructure and
other assets (e.g., food and beverage
processors, cold storage, grain dryers
and abattoirs) that collectively support
a flourishing agricultural sector.

Supporting local farms
Proposed changes to the Growth Plan
would require the province to identify
an agricultural system for the entire
Greater Golden Horseshoe that builds
on the Greenbelt, in collaboration with
municipalities. Municipalities would be
required to plan to protect the agricultural
system’s long-term viability.
The types of uses allowed on agricultural land
would also be clarified by making the plans’
policies consistent with those in the Provincial
Policy Statement. New policies would ensure
a thriving agricultural sector and support the
production and availability of locally-grown
food in our communities.

Farmers’ Market in Burlington

Credit: Grape Growers of Ontario

Rural and agricultural communities
in the Greater Golden Horseshoe and
Niagara Escarpment area are important
contributors to Ontario’s economy and
our quality of life. The agri-food sector
supports tens of thousands of jobs,
produces food consumed by people
locally and all over the world, and
contributes billions of dollars annually
to the region’s economy.

Grape harvest in Niagara Region
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Farming and cattle in Caledon

Reducing conflict between
land uses

In summary, the proposed
changes would:

The proposed policy changes would reduce
conflicts between agricultural and nonagricultural land uses (such as residential areas,
major infrastructure or natural heritage). The
plans would support the agricultural sector
by clarifying when and how new or expanded
agriculture and related uses (e.g., farm sheds)
would be permitted next to natural heritage
features (e.g., wetlands and woodlands) and
hydrological features (e.g., streams and inland
lakes), while still protecting natural heritage
and hydrological features.

► Require that the province, in collaboration

To minimize impacts that infrastructure and
other developments could have on
agricultural operations, municipalities and
other proponents would be required to do
agricultural impact assessments for proposed
settlement area expansions or major new
infrastructure projects.

Locally grown fruit

with municipalities, identify an agriculture
system for the entire Greater Golden
Horseshoe that builds on the Greenbelt.
Municipalities would be required to
plan to protect the agricultural system’s
long-term viability.
► Clarify the types of uses permitted in

prime agricultural areas (e.g., on-farm
diversified uses such as home industries
and agri-tourism) to align with the
Provincial Policy Statement.
► Clarify how setbacks from natural features

(e.g., streams) would apply to new or
expanded buildings for agricultural uses,
agricultural-related uses and on-farm
diversified uses on agricultural land.

SHAPING LAND USE IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE

Protecting Natural Heritage and Water
The Greater Golden Horseshoe and
Niagara Escarpment area are home to
many unique plants and animals. The
region’s natural heritage features and
systems sustain valuable ecosystems
that ensure a high quality of life. For
example, they clean our water and air,
help control floods, and store carbon
that would otherwise be released into
the atmosphere. They help us address
climate change, as well as provide
spaces for recreation and reflection.

The four plans already have common
objectives to protect, maintain and improve
natural heritage features and water quality
and quantity.

The region is home to a vibrant system of
lakes, rivers and streams including Lake
Ontario, Lake Huron, Lake Erie and Lake
Simcoe, as well as many hydrogeologic
formations called aquifers (underground
water reservoirs).

Under the proposed changes, the province
would identify a natural heritage system in
the Greater Golden Horseshoe, outside of
the Greenbelt Area. Natural heritage systems
are made up of natural features and areas
(e.g., wetlands and woodlands) and the
lands linking them.

Water sustains life. In the face of the dramatic
growth we expect in the coming decades, we
need to strengthen our efforts to preserve
and protect this precious resource and direct
growth to areas that can best accommodate it.

For example, the current Greenbelt Plan and
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan
restrict development near key natural areas
such as lakes, streams, wetlands
and significant woodlands.

Enhancing protection for
natural heritage and water
resource systems

In rural areas, the Growth Plan would require
protections for the natural heritage system
similar to those that exist in the Greenbelt
Plan. In existing settlement areas, the
protections in the Provincial Policy Statement
for natural heritage systems would continue
to apply. Municipalities would be required to

A river in the Rouge Valley

maintain the interconnections and diversity
of the natural heritage system on any new
lands added to a settlement area.
Revised water policies in the Greenbelt Plan
would require development in important
water features, such as significant groundwater
recharge areas, to ensure that water quantity
and quality is maintained. This is also reflected
in new policies in the Growth Plan applicable
to rural areas. Proposed revisions to the
Niagara Escarpment Plan’s water resource
policies would be aligned more closely
with other provincial land use plans.
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Proposed policies in the plans would
encourage municipalities to develop ways to
re-use soil excavated from developments (i.e.,
“fill”) and include sustainable soil management
practices in planning approvals. The goal is to
sustainably manage excess soil produced by
infrastructure and other development projects.
Land use designation mapping in the Niagara
Escarpment Plan, some of which dates back
to 1985, would be updated to ensure it is
accurate and current.
Natural area and river in St. Jacobs

Watersheds are the area of land drained by a
particular river. By requiring watershed
planning, the Growth Plan and Greenbelt Plan
would be aligned with the Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan. Watershed planning
identifies water resource systems and informs
planning for water and wastewater servicing
and stormwater management. This ensures
that as communities grow, water quality and
quantity is protected, improved or restored.

In summary, the proposed
changes would:
►► Require the province to identify

a natural heritage system across the
Greater Golden Horseshoe.
►► Apply natural heritage and water protection

policies consistent with the Greenbelt Plan
outside settlement areas across the entire
Greater Golden Horseshoe.

►► Direct municipalities to avoid settlement

area expansion into natural heritage
systems with important water features,
where possible.
►► Require that natural heritage systems

are protected if and when they are
incorporated into an expanded
settlement area.
►► Require watershed planning across the

Greater Golden Horseshoe.
►► Encourage municipalities to develop soil

re-use strategies and sustainably manage
excess soil through planning approvals.
►► Update land use designation mapping in

the Niagara Escarpment Plan to reflect the
most current and accurate information.

SHAPING LAND USE IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE
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Growing the Greenbelt

These three Greenbelt plans permanently
protect important natural heritage and
agricultural areas from urban sprawl. They
also support a wide range of economic,
recreational and cultural opportunities.

Proposed amendments
If approved, new policies in the Greenbelt
Plan would describe ways the Greenbelt
could be grown.
Specifically, 21 major river valleys and
seven associated coastal wetlands would be
added to the Greenbelt Plan’s “Urban River
Valley” designation.

In addition, four parcels of land identified
by the City of Hamilton and the Region of
Niagara would be added to the Greenbelt
Plan’s “Protected Countryside” designation.
Proposed new policies in the Greenbelt Plan
would support a provincially led process
to identify additional areas of ecological
significance and important water features
where urbanization should not occur. This
work would build on the Greenbelt Plan by
considering connections to the agricultural,
natural heritage and water resource systems.

Credit: Conservation Halton

The Greenbelt Area comprises
800,000 hectares (almost two million
acres) covered by the Greenbelt Plan,
the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation
Plan, and the Niagara Escarpment Plan.

Glenorchy Conservation Area in Oakville

The province is also looking at the possible
expansion of the Greenbelt outside of the
Greater Toronto and Hamilton Area where
important water resources are under pressure
from urban growth.

Natural area outside of Burlington

14

SHAPING LAND USE IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE

Under the proposed changes to the
Greenbelt Plan, municipal support
would not be required to add new
lands to the Greenbelt.

Wetland in Caledon

The Niagara Escarpment Commission has
proposed expanding the Niagara
Escarpment Plan Area by approximately
45,000 hectares to provide greater
protection to the Niagara Escarpment’s
natural heritage and water features and
functions, and its cultural heritage and
scenic resources. The Minister of Natural
Resources and Forestry has asked the
Niagara Escarpment Commission to seek
feedback from the public, municipalities,
First Nations and Métis communities, and
stakeholders on these proposals.

In summary, the proposed
changes would:
►► Grow the Greenbelt to include major river

valleys and large coastal wetlands. “Urban
River Valley” policies in the Greenbelt Plan
would apply only to publicly owned lands
in these areas (existing land use permissions
on privately owned lands in “Urban River
Valley” areas would not change).
►► Not require municipal support to add

lands to the Greenbelt.
►► Add four parcels of land identified by the

City of Hamilton and Niagara Region to the
Greenbelt Plan’s “Protected Countryside”
designation. Protected Countryside policies
would apply to both public and private
land in these four new areas.

SHAPING LAND USE IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE

Addressing Climate Change
Climate change is one of the most
pressing issues facing our generation.
Ontario is a leader in North America in
the fight against climate change. We
are taking strong action now to protect
Ontario’s economy, environment, and
quality of life.
Since most of Ontario’s greenhouse gas
emissions originate in the transportation,
industrial and building sectors, the impact
of the four plans’ policies on these activities
has implications for the province’s climate
change goals. Ontario’s Climate Change
Strategy identifies improved transportation
and land use planning initiatives as key
to reducing greenhouse gas emissions.
The strategy helps Ontario move towards
“net-zero communities”. These communities
use low-carbon or carbon-free sources
of energy and offset the release of any
greenhouse gas emissions they produce.
The four plans’ policies support reducing
greenhouse gas emissions to address
the impacts of climate change. The plans
work together to curb urban sprawl and
create healthy, walkable, higher-density

communities that support transit and have
more green space. Since these compact,
complete communities are more energy
efficient, they also produce fewer greenhouse
gas emissions.
The Greenbelt acts as a carbon sink.
It absorbs and stores greenhouse gases,
reducing the region’s overall emissions. The
Greater Golden Horseshoe’s agricultural land
and water resources will become increasingly
important as other food producing regions
face lower crop yields due to changes
in weather patterns.

Responding to climate change
The proposed revisions to the plans would
require all municipalities in the Greater Golden
Horseshoe to incorporate climate change
policies in their official plans. These policies
would help reduce greenhouse gas emissions
and address climate change adaptation
goals. Municipalities in the Greater Golden
Horseshoe would also be encouraged to
inventory greenhouse gas emissions and
develop targets to reduce them.
Under proposed new policies in the
Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan and Oak Ridges

Solar panel installation in southwestern Ontario

Moraine Conservation Plan, municipalities
would be required to develop plans for
managing stormwater in their settlement
areas. These plans would incorporate
low-impact development techniques
(which manage rainfall at the source) and
green infrastructure. Proposals for major
developments (e.g., plans of subdivision,
settlement area expansions, and secondary
plans) would have to be supported by plans
for stormwater management. Municipalities
would also be required to examine their
infrastructure for weaknesses and identify
priority actions to increase their resilience
and decrease the risks associated with
extreme weather events.
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Storm management park in Unionville

Other proposed changes to the plans,
described in greater detail in other sections,
would also make an important contribution to
Ontario’s Climate Change Strategy. These
include increased intensification targets,
higher density targets for greenfield
developments, and enhanced policies that
support transit in the Growth Plan. In addition
to using less land for growth, the plans’ policies
are intended to make transit use a sustainable
and preferred choice. The enhanced policies
pertaining to agriculture and natural heritage
(e.g., wetlands and woodlands) would further
protect and restore ecosystem services and
green infrastructure, helping us mitigate
and adapt to the effects of climate change.

In summary, the proposed
changes would:
►► Require upper- and single-tier

Flood risk reduction infrastructure in Corktown
Common Park, Toronto

municipalities to incorporate climate
change policies in their official plans,
consistent with the objectives of the
province’s Climate Change Strategy
and greenhouse gas reduction targets.

►► Encourage municipalities to develop

greenhouse gas inventories, emission
reduction strategies, and related targets
and performance measures.
►► Require municipalities to undertake more

comprehensive stormwater management
planning for their settlement areas and for
major developments and to examine their
infrastructure for weaknesses associated
with climate change.
►► Encourage the use of green infrastructure

and require low-impact development
techniques that include integrating green
space in design strategies, landscaping
with native plants, and using natural
water systems to generate less runoff
from developed land.
►► Enhance policies to align with those in

the Provincial Policy Statement regarding
planning for resilient infrastructure.

SHAPING LAND USE IN THE GREATER GOLDEN HORSESHOE

Integrating Infrastructure
Matching infrastructure investments
with long-term land use decisions
makes the best use of our limited
resources, reduces overall costs
and can shorten construction time.
It ensures that infrastructure is built
where it is needed, when it is needed.
The Growth Plan, the Greenbelt Plan and
the Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan
all have policies that promote a co-ordinated
approach to infrastructure and land use
planning. The population and employment
forecasts of the Growth Plan are used by
municipalities to develop their official
plans. The official plans, in turn, inform
the planning for transportation, water,
wastewater, stormwater management
and other infrastructure.

Integrating land use and
infrastructure planning
Proposed changes would ensure a more
integrated approach to land use and
infrastructure planning.
All major planned and existing transportation
corridors (e.g., highways and railroads),
intermodal hubs (where goods are moved
from one type of transport to another),
and major ports are identified in an updated
Schedule 6 of the Growth Plan (“Moving
Goods”). All major planned and existing
transit corridors are shown in an updated
Schedule 5 (“Moving People”).

GO transit on the Milton rail corridor

To ensure efficient and quick movement of
goods and a stronger manufacturing
economy, municipalities would be required to
use provincially established freight-supportive
planning practices. New policies in the Growth
Plan would also protect existing and planned
infrastructure corridors from being impacted
by conflicting adjacent land uses.
Viva bus stop in York Region
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Policies would also encourage the placement
of linear infrastructure (e.g., roads, pipes, and
electricity transmission wires) all together in
the same areas or corridors, where appropriate.
Enhanced density and intensification
requirements, particularly around major
transit station areas, would ensure value
for money and provide residents with
transportation options. Requiring plans for
managing stormwater before expanding
settlement area boundaries or permitting
major development would also help to
better align land use with infrastructure
planning. Encouraging public services to
locate together in existing public buildings
would help establish community hubs that
integrate services while reducing the cost
of constructing new facilities.

Light rail transit construction, Region of Waterloo

Making these changes will better link
provincial initiatives including the
review of Metrolinx’s “The Big Move”, the
implementation of Regional Express Rail
service across the region, and the ongoing
development of the Greater Golden
Horseshoe Multimodal Transportation Plan.

In summary, the proposed
changes would:
►► Direct planning authorities to take an

integrated approach to land use and
infrastructure planning.
►► Include mapping of planned, conceptual,

and existing transportation corridors, as
well as major ports and intermodal hubs.
►► Include mapping of the region’s higher

order transit network, including priority
transit corridors.
►► Clarify requirements in the Growth Plan

to protect infrastructure corridors and
support the movement of goods.
►► Encourage the placement of linear

infrastructure together in the same
areas or corridors, where appropriate.
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Improving Plan Implementation
The four plans were established at
different times, for different areas,
and with different but complementary
visions. There are differences in the
direction they provide, the terminology
that they use, and how they interact
with other planning documents.
The Growth Plan, Greenbelt Plan, and the
Oak Ridges Moraine Conservation Plan
are implemented by local governments
through the municipal planning process.
Municipalities must amend their official
plans to conform with these plans within
specific, but differing timeframes. The
province proposes to co-ordinate when
these revised plans will come into effect.
The deadline for municipalities to conform
with the Growth Plan would be set to give
municipalities, stakeholders and provincial
ministries sufficient time to implement the
range of changes proposed.
The Niagara Escarpment Plan is implemented
by the Niagara Escarpment Commission
through the approval of development permits
in the plan area. To better harmonize and

align with the rest of the planning framework
in the region, including the Provincial Policy
Statement, the Niagara Escarpment Plan’s
policies would be updated and streamlined.
Generally, any decisions made on land use
planning matters on or after the effective
dates of revised plans would be subject to
the revised policies. Decisions made before
the effective date would have to conform
with the existing plans.
Many of the proposed changes aim to make
the policies in the four plans consistent and
fully integrated with each other and the
Provincial Policy Statement.

Mount Pleasant Village development in Brampton

To support the implementation of all of
the proposed changes to the four plans,
guidance materials will be produced for
the following areas:
►► Standard methodology for land

needs assessment.
►► Identification of an agricultural system

and related guidance.
►► Mapping of a natural heritage system

outside of the Greenbelt Area.

Cycling in Port Credit, Mississauga
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►► Watershed planning and stormwater

management.
►► Developing greenhouse gas inventories,

targets and emission reduction strategies.

In summary, the proposed
changes would:
►► Align with other provincial initiatives
Retail and transportation options in Roncesvalles, Toronto

which complement the land use planning
framework in the region (e.g., the
Lake Simcoe Protection Plan, Ontario’s
Great Lakes Strategy and source water
protection plans).
►► Clarify in the Growth Plan how

municipalities allocate and plan
to accommodate their forecasted
growth to ensure opportunities for
intensification, support for transit
and the development of complete
communities are maximized.

Public square in Brampton

►► Require in the Growth Plan that only

those upper- and single-tier municipalities
in the outer ring of the Greater Golden
Horseshoe without urban growth centres
would be eligible for alternative targets
for intensification and greenfield density.
Municipalities would have to revisit their
existing targets. Revised policies would
also require that any alternative target
for a municipality be publicly requested
by its council.
►► Require upper- and single-tier

municipalities to measure and
report on implementation.
►► Update and streamline the Niagara

Escarpment Plan’s policies and land
use designations and align them with
those found in the other plans and the
Provincial Policy Statement.
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Measuring Performance, Promoting Awareness
and Increasing Engagement
We received suggestions from
experts, stakeholders, municipalities,
conservation authorities, First Nations
and Métis communities, the public,
and the advisory panel about the
steps we need to take beyond the
policies contained in the four plans.
Measuring the four plans’ performance
and promoting public awareness
and engagement were mentioned
as top priorities.
Reliable data and information will be
essential to implementing the plans’
objectives and determining if the desired
changes are taking effect.

To meet this goal, the province will
work with stakeholders, municipalities,
conservation authorities, First Nations and
Métis communities, experts and the general
public to monitor the implementation and
progress of the plans. In addition, upperand single-tier municipalities would have to
report on plan implementation regularly. The
province would also now have the authority
to obtain data directly from municipalities
on implementation.
To ensure the success of the four plans,
the province and the Niagara Escarpment
Commission will, over the longer-term,
build on their existing education and
outreach programs to explain the intent
of the plans, report on their progress,
and promote their benefits.

Co-ordinated Review regional Town Hall meeting in Ajax
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Seeking Feedback
The Ontario government is seeking
feedback on the proposed changes
to the plans.

Provide your feedback
We want to hear your comments and feedback
on the proposed changes to the plans.
Please visit
www.ontario.ca/landuseplanningreview to:
►► Submit or upload your feedback and

comments using the online e-form by
September 30, 2016.
►► Learn more about attending a Public

Open House in your area.

Other ways to provide feedback
You also have the option to submit comments
using one of the other methods listed below.
Environmental Bill of Rights Registry at
www.ontario.ca/ebr
1. Proposed Growth Plan for the
Greater Golden Horseshoe, 2016.
Notice #012-7194
2. Proposed Greenbelt Plan (2016).
Notice #012-7195
3. Proposed Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan (2016).
Notice #012-7197
4. Proposed Niagara Escarpment Plan (2016).
Notice #012-7228
5. Proposed Amendment to the
Greenbelt Area Boundary Regulation.
Notice #012-7198

Walking on the Martin Goodman Trail in Toronto

All comments received on proposed changes
to the Niagara Escarpment Plan will also
be shared with the Niagara Escarpment
Commission. Comments can also be submitted
directly to the Niagara Escarpment Commission
at www.escarpment.org/planreview.
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Regulatory Registry at
www.ontariocanada.com/registry
1. Proposed Amendment to the
Greenbelt Area Boundary Regulation.
Notice #16-MAH017
2. Proposed Oak Ridges Moraine
Conservation Plan (2016).
Notice #16-MAH016

Comments may also be mailed to:
Land Use Planning Review
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Ontario Growth Secretariat
777 Bay Street, Suite 425 (4th floor)
Toronto, ON M5G 2E5
The deadline for providing feedback is
September 30, 2016.
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Notice Regarding Collection of Information
Any collection of personal information for the Co-ordinated Land Use Planning Review is in
accordance with subsection 39(2) of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act.
It is collected under the authority of the legislation establishing the four plans for the purpose
of obtaining input on revisions to the plans.
If you have questions about the collection, use, and disclosure of this information, please contact:
Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
Senior Information and Privacy Advisor
777 Bay Street
Toronto, Ontario, M5G 2E5
416-585-7094

Organizations and Businesses:
Comments or submissions made on behalf of an organization or business may be shared or
disclosed. By submitting comments you are deemed to consent to the sharing of information
contained in the comments and your business contact information. Business contact information
is the name, title and contact information of anyone submitting comments in a business,
professional or official capacity.

Individuals:
Personal contact information will be used only to contact you and will not be shared. Please be
aware that any comments provided may be shared or disclosed once personal information is
removed. Personal information includes your name, home address and personal e-mail address.

Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing
© Queen’s Printer for Ontario, 2016
ISBN 978-1-4606-7531-1 (Print)
ISBN 978-1-4606-7533-5 (PDF)
ISBN 978-1-4606-7532-8 (HTML)
3K/05/2016
Disponible en français
This document is available in alternative format at ontario.ca/landuseplanningreview
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Nottawasaga Valley
Conservation Authority
The Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority (NVCA)
is your public agency dedicated to creating a healthy
environment and communities through innovative
watershed management.
We are committed to protecting watershed
communities from natural hazards like flooding and
erosion. We work to preserve and enhance watershed
land and water resources. We connect our community
with their watershed through nature-based educational
and recreational opportunities.
As one of the 36 conservation authorities legislated by
the Ontario Conservation Authorities Act of 1946, we
are governed by a board of directors appointed by our
18 member municipalities. Critical to our success is our
strong partnerships with our member municipalities,
government agencies, community partners and local
landowners.
NVCA’s jurisdiction extends over the 3,700 km2 of
the Nottawasaga Valley watershed, excluding the
lands within CFB Borden. The Nottawasaga River and
its tributaries run from highlands on the Oak Ridges
Moraine, Niagara Escarpment and Oro Moraine through
the internationally significant Minesing Wetlands before
flowing into Georgian Bay.

Our Vision

Innovative watershed management
supporting a healthy environment,
communities and lifestyles.

Our Mission

Working together to lead, promote,
support and inspire innovative
watershed management

The Pine River as it travels
through Adjala-Tosorontio

Delivering on Innovative Watershed Management
The NVCA’s board of directors set a robust and
forward-looking course for the authority through
the development of the 2014-2018 strategic
plan. The plan focused on three key goals: to
protect, enhance and restore the watershed; to
inspire others through leadership and innovation;
and to connect people to the watershed through
recreation and education.
Looking through the accomplishments highlighted
in this report, you will see that through good
science and good governance, NVCA is delivering
on these goals. Through an updated business plan,
action on governance recommendations from the
2014 service delivery review, and a continued
emphasis on customer service, the board and
staff are achieving the authority’s mission to lead,
promote, support and inspire innovative watershed
management.
This success is rooted in the partnerships that
form the basis for NVCA’s programs and services.
It is thanks to the contributions of our member
municipalities, landowners, volunteers, businesses,
program funders and community groups that we
are able to continue our work building a healthy,
vibrant watershed.

As we continue to implement our strategic
plan in 2016, we look forward to receiving the
recommendations of the provincial Conservation
Authorities Act Review and to take bold steps
to respond to the growing population, changing
demographics and unpredictable climate change.
Now more than ever, we must work together
to protect and enhance our shared watershed
to support a healthy environment and healthy
communities.

Doug Lougheed

2015 Chair of the Board

D. Gayle Wood
CAO
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Planning Fee Review Sub-committee Meeting

Planning Services

BY THE NUMBERS

490

applications reviewed and approved
under Conservation Authorities Act

39

non-compliance issues investigated
under the Conservation Authorities Act

106

zoning amendments, Official Plans and
Official Plan amendments reviewed

15

new subdivision plans reviewed

285

consents, variances & Niagara
Escarpment Commission reviewed

134

responses to solicitor inquiries

35

site plan reviewed

7

environmental assessments reviewed

98

preconsultation and other planning
services offered

Planning Services
NVCA’s Planning Services protects people and
property from risks posed by flooding and erosion
and promotes sustainable development through
regulating development in wetlands and near
waterways and providing planning review
and advice.
• Worked with stakeholders from the development,
aggregate and agriculture sectors, as well as past clients,
to review and update the planning and permitting fees
charged by NVCA. The suggested fee changes went to the
NVCA board of directors for approval in early 2016.
• Developed a pilot project with the Township of Mulmur to
streamline low-risk permit applications. Under the low-risk
screening protocol, township staff review development
activities like pools and decks in NVCA regulated areas
more than 30 m from a wetlands.
The screened applications are expedited through the
NVCA approval process at no cost to Mulmur or the
customer. The new protocol simplifies the approval process
for customers, increases efficiency, and allows NVCA staff
to focus on more significant, higher risk, development
applications.
• Processed 1,209 applications and inquiries under various
provincial acts: Conservation Authority Act, Planning
Act, Niagara Escarpment Planning and Development Act,
Aggregate Resource Act, Green Energy Act, Drainage Act,
and Environmental Assessment Act.
• Investigated 39 non-compliance issues under the
Conservation Authorities Act.
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Volunteers clear log-jams along
the Mad River in Clearview

Lands, Education & Stewardship Services
NVCA’s Lands, Education and Stewardship Services works to protect, enhance and restore
natural areas to protect watershed health and safeguard sensitive natural areas. Through
outdoor education and public programming, NVCA connects and engages residents with
these special places in our watershed.
Conservation Lands Program
• Hosted more than 25,000 visitors at
12 conservation areas across the watershed.
• Sold more than 100 annual parking passes and
116 hunting passes for NVCA conservation areas.
• Hosted 26 wedding celebrations at the Tiffin
Centre for Conservation.
• Hosted more than 1,700 guests at 45 outdoor
events at the Tiffin Centre for Conservation
(including Scouts, Girl Guides, cadets and liveaction role playing groups).
• Continued partnered efforts to eradicate invasive
Phragmites in the Minesing Wetlands.
• Completed clean-up and restoration of a large
section of the Tiffin Centre after a 2014 tornado
destroyed 12 acres of forest and 13 outbuildings.

• Made several improvements at the Tiffin Centre,
including constructing a new pavilion in the Rotary
Community Campground and renovating the
washrooms at the Jose Environmental Learning
Centre.
• Introduced a new system that allows visitors to
pay their parking fees using their smart phone.
Parking fees collected at conservation areas
increased by 47%. These fees, collected on an
honour system, go back into maintaining and
enhancing our conservation areas – a win-win for
NVCA and our many regular visitors.
• Partnered with the Bruce Trail Conservancy to
construct a boardwalk at the Nottawasaga Bluffs.
• Partnered with Bruce Grey Simcoe Tourism to
install canoe route kiosks at six locations along
the Nottawasaga River and Willow Creek.
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Pine River Restoration (panorama by R. Klein)

Community River Restoration
• Completed six large-scale habitat restoration
projects in New Tecumseth (2), Wasaga Beach,
Essa, Collingwood and Clearview. Municipalities
contributed $27,000 towards these works, with
NVCA applying $272,000 in grant funding.
• With the Township of Adjala-Tosorontio, started
the Pine River Fisheries Enhancement Program
(funded by Environment Canada’s Lake Simcoe/
Southeastern Georgian Bay Clean-Up Fund).
• With South Simcoe Streams Network (SSSN),
Nottawasaga Futures and 348 volunteers, planted
2,912 trees along 1.3 km of stream in AdjalaTosorontio, Essa, Innisfil and New Tecumseth.
• With the Nottawasaga Watershed Improvement
Program (NWIP), Essa Township and the Essa
Healthy Communities Committee, created a new
50 m channel on the Pine River. The channel is
surrounded by healthy forest and bypasses an
80 m stretch of bank that was eroding into a local
soccer field.
• With SSSN, Nottawasaga Futures and the Town
of New Tecumseth, stabilized eroding banks along
670 m of Beeton Creek and created 3,450 m2 of
new floodplain habitat.
• With NWIP and Town of Wasaga Beach,
constructed a 35 m long shoreline wall on the
Nottawasaga River. The wall was constructed
using boulders and live vegetation. It is intended
to serve as a habitat-friendly retaining wall
demonstration site that showcases an alternative
to the use of metal sheet pile or vertical cedar
post walls.
• With the Township of Adjala-Tosorontio and SSSN,
opened a 50 m long log-jam on the Boyne River
that was affecting rainbow trout and chinook
salmon spawning migrations.
• With NWIP and the Georgian Triangle Anglers’
Association, restored 120 m of urban trout habitat
in Collingwood along the Black Ash Creek.
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• With the township, NWIP, and local schools,
began tree planting and stream habitat
restoration activities along Lamont Creek at
Clearview Township’s EcoPark.

Healthy Waters Program
• Leveraged $164,000 of funding to support
projects that improve water quality and restore
habitat. Funders include Environment Canada,
TD Friends of the Environment, RBC and
corporate donations.
• Worked with farmers and rural landowners to
reduce 750 kg/year of phosphorus runoff to
streams and lakes. This will help prevent up to
375 tonnes of excessive algae growth! For a
healthy watershed, phosphorus runoff needs to
be cut in half, from 47 to 25 tonnes/year.
• Worked with the Nature Conservancy Canada and
TD Friends of the Environment to enhance the
Minesing Wetlands, including remeandering the
Willow Creek and restoring swamp forest cover
with the help of hundreds of volunteers.
• Worked with farmers to protect water and
wetlands by installing over 2 km of fence that
restricts livestock from sensitive areas.
• Along with NVCA’s forestry program, planted
trees along 15 km of stream and rivers. Trees
helps cool the water, stabilize banks and reduce
pollution runoff entering the river.
• Engaged over 650 volunteers in hands-on habitat
restoration projects.
• Completed 14 groundwater protection projects
with farmers and residents to reduce the risk of
bacteria and nitrate contamination.
• Conducted 97 free site visits with landowners
interested in stewardship projects. Answered 449
information requests. Engaged over 1,700 people
at 36 fun and informative community events.

Lands & Stewardship

BY THE NUMBERS

12,961

acres of conservation lands managed in
total

122

stewardship and forestry projects
completed

$774,437
A day of outdoor exploration and learning at the Tiffin Centre for Conservation
(students from Sister Catherine Donnelly Catholic School, Barrie)

Forestry Program
• Planted 213,750 trees on 30 properties across the
watershed. This is the most trees planted by NVCA’s
forestry program in a single year to date.
• Received financial contributions (outside of levy) from
provincial and municipal governments, corporations and
private landowners totaling $386,700.
• Managed 858 acres of forest; worked with landowners to
develop 28 Managed Forest Plans.

awarded to watershed landowners for
stewardship and forestry projects

224,902

trees planted in all programs

858

forest acres managed

19.7

km stream protected or rehabilitated

• Conducted Arbour Day sales in two municipalities, selling
2,000 tree seedlings to support tree-planting programs.

Environmental Education & Public Events
• Provided quality outdoor and environmental education
to 11,721 youth in all initiatives combined. This includes
welcoming 300 youth over the summer as part of the
Camp Tiffin day camp program.
• Expanded education program offerings, developing new
programs on nature photography, photo orienteering and
“wonderful wetlands,” and introducing a program specific
for home-schooled students.
• Offered public programming across all seasons:
• Christmas Bird Count for Kids—40 participants
• Family Day—470 participants
• March Break Family Day—170 participants
• Spring Tonic Maple Syrup Festival (with Rotary Club of
Barrie)—3,000 participants

Environmental Education

BY THE NUMBERS

216

schools/groups visits to Tiffin Centre

11,721

youth participated in education
programming at Tiffin Centre

4,400+

people reached through NVCA public
programming

• Festival at the Fort (with Friends of Fort Willow, Rotary
clubs and Springwater Township)—750 participants
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Kick-Off of the West Collingwood
Phragmites Action Plan

Engineering & Technical Services
NVCA’s Engineering and Technical Services cultivate our scientific knowledge of the
watershed to advance effective decision making related to flood and low water conditions,
watershed resources, groundwater management and source/drinking water protection.
Source Water Protection
• Supported local efforts that saw the Source Water
Protection Plan for the South Georgian Bay Lake Simcoe Protection Region approved by the
Ministry of the Environment and Climate Change
(MOECC). The plan came into effect July 1, 2015.
• As Risk Management Official for Essa,
Collingwood, Mono, Mulmur, New Tecumseth
and Shelburne, began work on municipal risk
management plans.
• Participated on the regional working group in
support of the source water protection education
and outreach strategy.

Groundwater Monitoring
• Monitored groundwater at 36 locations in the
watershed for water levels and ambient water
quality both as part of the Provincial Groundwater
Monitoring Network and other well networks.
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• Continued the Drought Management Pilot
Project for the Innisfil Creek sub-watershed for
the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry
(MNRF).
• Completed Groundwater Drought Indicator Lag
Time and Barometric Evaluation Project for the
MNRF.
• Partnered with the Holland Marsh Growers
Association to research water quality
improvements for on-farm applications.

Water Resources & Flood Warnings
• Inspected and operated flood and erosion control
structures, including Utopia, New Lowell and
Tottenham dams.
• Updated the hydrometric database to
automatically import NVCA meteorological and
stream gauge data for flood forecast operations.

• Improved the NVCA stream gauge network, equipping
flood monitoring stations with solar panels, batteries and
new data loggers.

Engineering & Tech Services

• Issued 9 flood messages.
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• Began work on a Nottawasaga watershed phosphorus
management tool, with funding from the Lake Simcoe/
South-eastern Georgian Bay Clean-Up Fund.

Watershed Monitoring
• Monitored water quality throughout the watershed:
benthic macroinvertebrates (aquatic “bugs” that are an
indicator of stream health) at 67 sites, baseflow at 7 sites
and provincial water quality at 18 sites.
• Continued a reference site research project with
the MOECC and other conservation authorities to
improve watershed reporting and analysis of benthic
macroinvertebrates.
• Initiated the West Collingwood Phragmites Community
Action Plan in partnership with Georgian Bay Forever,
Blue Mountain Watershed Trust Foundation, the Town of
Collingwood and local condo associations.
• Supported invasive species monitoring, control and
education efforts in other parts of the watershed.
• Partnered with universities to further watershed
knowledge: McMaster University study of nutrients in
the middle and lower reaches of the Nottawasaga River;
University of Waterloo study of phosphorus in the lower
Nottawasaga River and Nottawasaga Bay; and Ryerson
University study of the fate of road salt in our waterways.
• Produced two science and stewardship case studies on
Willow Creek and the Upper Nottawasaga River.

BY THE NUMBERS

flood messages issued

100

stormwater management plans reviewed

18

sites monitored for water quality as
part of the Provincial Water Quality
Monitoring program

67

sites monitored for benthic
macroinvertebrates, a measure of
stream health

7

sites monitored for stream baseflow

36

wells monitored for groundwater quality
and water level

• Conducted annual breeding bird surveys at the Tiffin
Conservation Area and in Minesing Wetlands.
• Continued to update watershed wetland mapping.
• Completed Greenbelt/Oak Ridges Moraine environmental
health reporting.

Geographic Information Systems (GIS)
& Information Technology
• Reassessed the mapped erosion hazard limit to provide
a more accurate assessment for application of the
regulations. Scheduled to be completed in 2016.
• Developed a module for the MNRF Flood Event Database.
• Developed a web-based risk management database for
Source Water Protection Risk Management Officials to log
and track the development of risk management plans.
• Developed a web-based GIS application to provide staff
better access to NVCA mapping data.

Measuring river flows along
the Nottawasaga River in
New Tecumseth
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A perfect spot for a picnic!
Edenvale Conservation Area

Corporate Services
NVCA’s Corporate Services plays a critical supportive role to the board of directors and to
staff across the organization, providing finance, human resources, communications and
administrative leadership.
Governance
• Acted on recommendations in the 2014 Service
Delivery and Operational Review. Of the review’s
26 recommendations, 12 have been completed
and 14 are underway. These include:
• Delivering a board member education and
training program;
• Building closer working relationships with all
member municipalities through initiatives such
as the NVCA’s CAO round table;
• Operationalizing the NVCA strategic plan by
developing a new business plan and developing
sustainable funding models through initiatives
such as the Education Strategic Plan and
Municipal Action Plan;
• Improving internal communications within and
between NVCA departments; and
• Reducing the size the NVCA board of directors.
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• Updated the performance management program
and completed a market compensation study.
• Hosted a delegation from Henan Province, China,
sharing information on NVCA’s source water
management program.

Corporate Support
• Created emergency response plan and crisis
communications plan.
• Enhanced opportunities for client feedback in
order to track customer satisfaction and identify
areas for improvement.
• Processed eight Freedom of Information requests.
• Maintained and further enhanced NVCA website
and social media presence.
• Provided financial, human resources,
communications and administrative support to the
board of directors and all NVCA departments.

Financial Summary
Revenues
Do

Donations
7%

Corporate Services
Sheryl Flannagan, Director, Corporate Services •
Rebecca Bertin, Bookkeeper • Heather Kepran,
Communications Coordinator • Christine
Knapp, General Accountant (on leave) • Debbie
Swindells, Accounts Receivable/Payroll Specialist
• Kimberly Winder, Receptionist/Administrative
Assistant

Donated
Land
2%

User Fees
19%

Municipal
Levy
41%

Reserves
3% Other
1%
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Grants
3%
Provincial Grants
12%
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Stewardship
28%
Engineering
Services
5%
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Corporate
Services
Corporate Services, shown
>0% in orange,

Flood Forecast
& Warning
8%
Environmental
Monitoring
7%
Groundwater
Management
9%

ee
rin
g

Conservation
Lands
12%

Permanent and contract staff as of December 31, 2015.

Office of the CAO
D. Gayle Wood, Chief Administrative Officer •
Laurie Barron, Coordinator, CAO and Corporate
Services

ions
nat

Federal Grants
12%

NVCA Staff

represented less than 1% of total expenses.

In 2015, NVCA had total budget of $5,048,757. Revenue came from
diverse sources, including member municipalities, provincial and federal
governments, local non-governmental partners, and user fees for programs
and services.
The 2015 balanced budget as approved required the use of $321,679 from
NVCA’s reserves. With solid revenue performance including new funding
partnerships and expenditure control, NVCA ended the year requiring the
use of just over $156,500.
Find full financial statements at nvca.on.ca.

The NVCA Board of Directors and staff extend a heartfelt
thank-you to all our watershed partners for their volunteer
and financial support throughout 2015.

Engineering & Technical Services
Glenn Switzer, Director, Engineering & Technical
Services • Peter Alm, Water Resource Engineer •
Hendrik Amo, Manager GIS/IT • Robert Bettinelli,
Information Management Specialist • David
Featherstone, Manager, Watershed Monitoring •
Brittany Hope, Watershed Monitoring Technician
• Ian Ockenden, Watershed Monitoring Specialist
• Stephanie McPhie, Groundwater Technical
Assistant • Ryan Post, Lead Hydrogeologist •
Tom Reeve, Senior Manager, Engineer Services •
Michael Saunders, Agricultural Water Technologist
• Sheri Steiginga, Flood Operations Field
Specialist • Lyle Wood, GIS Technician
Lands, Education & Stewardship Services
Byron Wesson, Director, Lands, Education &
Stewardship Services • Melissa Bramham,
Environmental Education Associate • Wil Brunner,
Stream Habitat Restoration Biologist • Sarah
Campbell, Aquatic Biologist (on leave) • Clint
Collis, Lands & Operations Technician • Nathan
Cutler, Lands & Operations Technician • Fred
Dobbs, Manager, Stewardship Services • Rick
Grillmayer, Manger, Forestry • Brittany Hammill,
Environmental Education Assistant • Kyra
Howes, Manager, Lands & Operations • Alisha
Lam, Environmental Education Associate (on
leave) • Spencer Macdonald, Lands & Operations
Technician • Jessica Nurmsoo, Environmental
Education Assistant • Henry Pelley, Maintenance
Technician • Linda Raeburn, Manager,
Environmental Education • Naomi Saunders,
Environmental Education Assistant • Shannon
Stephens, Healthy Waters Program Coordinator •
Alisha Tobola, Forestry Technician • Grant Wilson,
Environmental Education Associate
Planning Services
Chris Hibberd, Director, Planning Services • Jeff
Andersen, Regulations Technician • Lee Bull,
Manager, Planning Services • Logan Juffermans,
Planning Assistant • Jennifer Muldoon, Planning
Administrative Assistant • Barbara Perreault,
Manager, Regulations & Enforcement • Tim
Salkeld, Resource Planner
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A member of:
Nottawasaga Valley Conservation Authority
John Hix Administration Centre
8195 8th Line, Utopia, ON, L0M 1T0
705-424-1479 • nvca.on.ca
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